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PREFACE 


O charaéters are more confpicuous in 

Hiftory, or excite greater admiration 

in the generality of readers, than 

thofe of celebrated Warriours and Conquerors : 
we fuppofe them to partake of a nature more 
than human; we deck their ftatues and pic- 
tures with Laurel; and we dignify them with 
the name of Great; though, perhaps, if they 
were ftripped of their bright arms, and de- 
vefled of their pompous titles, we fhould find 
moft of them to be the meaneft and bafeft of 
mankind, This infatuation arifes, partly-from 
the deplorable fervility of our minds, and our 
eagernefs to kifs the foot which tramples on 
us ; partly from our afcribing to the fuperiour 
force and abilities of One Man that fuccefs, 
in which chance or treachery have often a con- 
fiderable fhare, and which could never be ob- 
tained without the united effort of 2 multitude ; 
and partly ftom our miftaking the nature of 
true Virtue, which confifts, not in deftroying 
out fellow-creatures, but in protecting them, 
not in feizing their property, but in defending 
their rights and liberties even at the hazard of 
[a] our 
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eur own fafety. Many Roman Generals, ho 
had neither valour nor prudence to recommend 
them, have procured the honour of a Triumph 
for vi€torics gained by their officers ; and Cicero, 
in his fpeech for Marcellus, ventured to depre- 

‘ ciate the glory of Cz/ar himfelf, by afferting, 
that a commander recetves no fmall afiflance from 
the courage of his men, the advantage of bis 
Jftuation, the frength of bis allies, and the plenty 
of bis provifions: but Fortune, he adds, claims 
the greateft praife in every profperous achieve- 
ment, as military adtions owe their chief fuccefi 
to ber favour *. 


Power is always odious, always to be fuf- 
pected, when it refides in the hands of an 
individual ; and a free people will never fuffer 
any fingle man to be more powerful than the 
Laws, which themfelves have enaéted or con- 
firmed: but no kind of power is more licen- 
tioufly infolent than that, which is fupported 
by force of arms, It was this, which enabled 
Marius and Syli2 to drench the ftreets of Rome 
with the blood of her moft virtuous citizens 5 
a confcioufnefs of fuperiour force gave Caer 
fpirits to pafs the Rudicon, and opprefs the 


© Bellicas laudes folent quidam exteauare verbis, eafque 
detrahere ducibus, communicare cum militibus, ne propriz 
Sint imperatoram ; et certé in armis militam virtus, logorum 
opportunitas, auxilia fociorum, clafies, commeatus, multam 
javent: maximam verd afi’ fuo jure Fortuna fibi 
vindicat, et ¥ jaid Profpes geftum, id pone omac 
Aycit fuwm. Pro Marcel. 2. 
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liberty of his country, which the profligate 
Tyrant Ofavius finally extinguifhed with the 
fame deteftable inftrament: and the infatiable 
avarice of Princes, joined to the pride of con~ 
queft and the love of dominion, has filled the 
world with terrour and mifery, from Sefofris 
who invaded Africk and Europe, to the three 
mighty potentates, who are ravaging Poland, 
How much more ‘fplendid would their glory 
have been, if, inftead of raifing their fame on 
the fubverfion of kingdoms, they had applied 
their whole thoughts to the patronage of arts, 
fcience, letters, agriculture, trade; had made 
their nations illuftrious in wifdom, extenfive in 
commerce, eminent in riches, firm in virtue, 
happy in freedom ; and had chofen rather to 
be the Benefaétors, than the Deftroyers, of the 
human fpecies ! 


Thefe fentiments, which, as nothing can 
prevent my entertaining them, fo nothing faall 
prevent my expreffing as forcibly as I am able, 
were iufficient to have deterred me from ever 
attempting to write The Life cf a Conqueror ; 
unlefs it had been for the fake of expofing a 
charaéter of all others the moft infamoufly 

* wicked, and of difplaying the charms of liberty 
by fhowing the odioufneis of tyranny and op- 
preftion: but a circumftance, which it will be 
proper to relate from the beginning, induced 
me to depart from my refolution, and hurried 
me from the contemplation of civil and pacifick 

a2] virtues 


THe PREFACE, 


virtues to the more dazzling, but lefs pleafin 
fcenes of victories and triumphs. 


A great northern monarch, who vifited tl 

. country a few years ago, under the name . 
the Prince of Travendal, brought with him a 
Eafiern manufcript, containing the life of NA 
DER SHAH, the late Sovereign of Perfic 
which He was defirous of having tranflated i 
England. The Secretary of State, with whon 
the Dantfb Minifter had converfed upon thi 
fubjeét, fent the volume to me, requefting mc 
to give a literal tranflation of it in the French 
language ; but I wholly declined the tatk, 
alledging, for my excufe, the length of the 
book, the drynefs of the fubjeé#, the difficulty of 
the fiyle, and, chiefly, my want both of lefure 
and ability to enter upon an undertaking fo fruit- 
Jefi and fo laborious. I mentioned, however, a 
gentleman, with whom I had not then the 
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had 
diftinguithed himfelf by his tranflation of a 
Perfian Hiftory, and was far abler than myfelf 
to fatisfy the King of Denmark’s expectations. 
The learned writer, who had other works 
upon his hands, excufed himfelf on the ac-, 
count of his many engagements; and the 
application to me was renewed : it was hinted, 
that my compliance would be of no {mall ad- 
vantage to me at my entrance into life, hat it 
would procure me fome mark of diftinction, 
which might be pleafing to me, and, above 
all, 
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all, that it would be a refletion upon this counts 

if the King fhould be Sina to see the pad 
feript into France. Incited by thefe motives, 
and principally by the laft of them, unwilling 
to be thought churlith or morofe, and eager 
for the bubble Reputation, I undertook the‘ 
work, and fent a fpecien of it to his Danith 
Majefty ; who retuincd his approbation of the 
ftyle and method, bui defired, shat the whole 
tranflation tight be perfeéily literal, and the 
Oriental images accurately preferved. The tatk 
would have been far eafier to me, had I been 
direéted to finith it in Latin; for the acqui- 
fition of a French ftyle wag infinitely more 
tedious; and it was neceffary to have every 
charter corrected by a native of France, before 
it could be offered to the difcerning eye of the 
publick ; fince in every language there are 
certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice fhades 
of meaning, which a foreigner can never learn 
to perfection: but the work, how arduous and 
unpleafing foever, was completed in a year; 
not without repeated hints from the Secretary's 
office, that it was expected with great impatience 
by the Court of Denmark. The tranflation of 
the Hiftory of NADER SHAH was pub- 
lifhed in the fummer of the year feventeen 
hundred and feventy *, at the expenfe of the 
tranflator; and forty copies upon large paper 

a 





P een the title of Hiftoire de Nad r Shab, sretelt Soa 
"erfan par ordre de fa Majefié le Rot de Dannemark. 4t0. 
P. Eluifly daw: le Strand. a 
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virtues to the more dazzling, but lefs pleafing, 
{cenes of viétories and triumphs. 


A great northern monarch, who vifited this 
country a few years ago, under the name of 
the Prince of Trevendal, brought with him an 
Eaftern manufcript, containing the life of NA- 
DER SHAH, the late Sovereign of Perfia, 
which He was defirous of having tranflated in 
England. The Secretary of State, with whom 
the Danifo Minifter had converfed upon the 
fubject, fent the volume to me, requefting me 
to give a literal tranflation of it in the French 
fanguage ; but I wholly declined the tak, 
alledging, for my excufe, the length of the 
book, the drynefi of the fubject, the difficulty of 
the fiyle, and, chiefly, my want both of letfure 
and ability to enter upon an undertaking fo fruit- 
lefs and fo laborious. 1 mentioned, however, a 
gentleman, with whom I had not then the 
pleafure of being acquainted, but who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his tranflation of a 
Perfian Hiftory, and was far abler than myfelf 
to fatisfy the King of Denmark's expectations. 
The learned writer, who had other works 
upon his hands, excufed himfelf on the ac-, 
count of his many engagements; and the 
application to me was renewed : it was hinted, 
that my compliance would be of no {mall ad- 
+ vantage to me at my entrance into life, ahat it 

would procure me fome mark of diftinction, 
which might be pleafing to me, and, above 
all, 
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all, that it would be a reflettion upon this country, 
if the King foould be obliged to carry the manu- 
fript into France. Incited by thefe motives, 
and principally by the laft of them, unwilling 
to be thought churlith or morole, and eager 
for the bubble Reputation, I undertook the * 
work, and fent a fpecimen of it to his Danifh 
Majefty ; who returned his approbation of the 
ftyle and method, but defired, sAat the whole 
tranflation might be perfectly literal, and the 
Oriental images accurately preferved. The tafk 
would have been far eafier to me, had I been 
direGted to finith it in Latin; for the acqui- 
fition of a French ftyle was infinitely more 
tedious; and it was neceffary to have every 
charter corrected by a native of France, before 
it could be offered to the difcerning eye of the 
publick ; fince in every language there are 
certain peculiarities of idiom, and nice fhades 
of meaning, which a foreigner can never learn 
to perfection: but the work, how arduous and 
unpleafing foever, was completed in a year; 
not without repeated hints irom the Secretary’s 
office, that it was expected with great impatience 
by the Court of Denmark. The tranflation of 
the Hiftory of NADER SHAH was pub- 
lifhed in the fummer of the year feventeen 
hundred and feventy *, at the expenfe of the 
tranflator; and forty copics upon large paper 
s 


© Under the title of Hifeire de Nad.r Shab, sraduite de 
Perfan par ordre de fa Majefit le Rei de Daxmemark. ato, Chea 

P. Eley dans le Strand. 
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were fent to Copenhagen, one ef them, bound 
with uncommon elegance, for the King himtelf, 
and the others, as preients to his Courtier:. 


~ What marks of diftin@ion I have fince re- 
ceived, and what fruits I have rcaped for my 
Jabour, it would il! become me to mention zt 
the bead of a work, in which I profeis to be 
the Hiftorian of others, and rot of myfelf : 
but fince an advertifement has appeared on this 
fabje& in the publick papers, which is noto- 
rioufly falfe in every article, and cafts a moft 
unjuit refleSicn upon an amiable monarch, it 
feems a duty impofed upon me by the laws of 
juftice and gratitude, to print at the end of 
‘this Volume the honourable teftimony of re~ 
gard, which his Mojefty Chrifian VII. fort 
_ publickly to London, a few months after He 
‘had received my work, together with my letter 
of thanks for fo fignal a token of His favour ; 
and I cannot, certainly, be charged with want 
of refpect to the great and illuftrious Pei fonage, 
to whom that royal Epiftle is addreffed, fince 
it was not fent in a private manner, but openly 
and in the eyes of the world; and a copy of 
it was even delivered to me, after having paffed 
through feveral hands. Nothing more remains 
to be faid on this fobjeét, bat that the worthy 
and excellent man, who was my fole guide 
and advifer in this affair, and to whom I oheniad 
my thoughts in my familiar Jetters with the 
ptmof franknefs, having retired from the 
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office which he then held, Iam left at perfect 
liberty to relate the whole tranfaction, without 

@ poflibility of giving offence to any one living ; 

efpecially fince I have not fuffered 47s name to 

be made cheap, by mentioning dt in any part’ 
of the narrative. 7 


This was the circumftance, which induced 
me, againit my inclination, to defcribe rhe 
Life of a Conqueror, and to appear in publick 
as an Author, before a maturity of judgement 
had made me fee the dangers of the ftep, 
which I was inconfiderately taking ; for, 1 be- 
lieve, if I had reflected on the little folid glory 
which a man reaps from acquiring a name in 
literature, on the jealoufy and envy which 
attend fuch an acquifition, on the diltant re- 
ferve which a writer is fure to meet with from 
the generality of mankind, and on the ob- 
Rru€tion which a contemplative habit gives 
to our hopes of being diftinguifhed in active 
life ; if all, or any, of thefe refleétions had 
occurred to me, I fhould not have been tempted 
by any confideration to enter upon fo invidious 
and {fo thanklefs a career: but, as Tully fays, 
I feould bave confidered, before I embarked, the 
nature and extent of my voyage; now, fince the 


Sails are fpread, the veffel muft take its courfe *. 





e 
* Sed Yagredientibus confiderandam fuit, quid ageremus 5 
nunc quidem jam, quocungue feremur, danda nimirum vela 
fant. Cic, Ovator ad Brat. 
[2 4] It 
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It may perhaps be expected, that fome 
account fhould here be given of the Perfian 
Hiftory, which I was thus appointed to fend 
abroad in an European drets, with fome re- 
marks on thegveracity and merit of its Eafter'n 
Author ; but, before wé defcend to thefe mi- 
nute particulars, it will not be foreign from 
the fubject of the prefent publication, to en- 
quire into the’ gencral nature of Hiftorical 
compofition, and to offer the idea, rather of 
what is required from @ perfect Hifforian, than 
of what hitherto feems to have been executed 
in any age or nation, 


CICERO, who was meditating an Hifory 
of Rome, had eftablifhed a fet of rules for the 
condué of his work, which he puts into the 
mouth of Antonius in his treatife o the accom- 
pe ifhed Orator ; where he declares «* the bafis 
* and ground-work of all Hiftory to depend 
upon thefe primary Laws, that the writer 
s© ¢hould not dare to iet down a Falfhood, nor 
«© be deterred by fear from divulging an in- 
“© terefting Truth ; and that he fhouid avoid 
any juft fafpicion of partiality or refente 
“« ment: the edifice, he adds, which muft be 
«© raifed on this foundation, confifts of wo 
parts, the relation of sbings, and the words 
** in which they are related; in the firft, the 
s Hiftorian fhould adhere to the order of ime, 
“« and diverfify his narrative with the defcrip- 
* tion of countries ; and fince, in all me- 

“ morable 
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moreble tranfactions, firft the counfcls are 
explained, then the atts, and, Iefily, the 
events, he fhould pronounce his own judge- 
“¢ menton the merit of the counjels; thould 
thow what aés enfued, and én what manner 
they were performed; and unfold the caujer 
of all great events, whether he imputes them 
to chance, or wifdom, or rathnefs : he fhould 
alfo defcribe, not only the aétions, but the 
lives and characters, of all the perfons, who 
“ are emfnently diftinguifhed in his piece; and, 
“as to the words, fhould be mafter of a co- 
** pious and expanded ftyle, flowing along 
“« with eafe and delicacy, without the rough- 
«© nefs of pleadings at the Bar, or the affecta- 
tation of pointed fentences *.” 





« 


. 


fl 


« 


* Quis nefcit primam effe Hiftoriz tegem, ne quid falfi 
dicere audeat; dcinde, ne quid veri non audeat ; ne qua fuf- 
icio gratiz fit in feribendo, ne qua fimultatis ? Hc fcilicet 
‘andamenta note funt omnibus: ipfa autem exrdificatio po~ 
fitaett in rebus at werbis, Rerum ratio ordinem temporum de- 
fiderat, regionum defcriptionem : vult etiam, quoniam in re~ 
bus magnis memoriique dignis coyfiia primim, deinde afa, 
potted eventis expectantur ; et de cenSlue figniticari quid 
feriptor probet, ct in réus g flis declarari non folilm quid 
aétum ant di€tum fit, fed etiam guo medo; et, cim de eveatu 
dicatur, ut canfx explicentur omnes vel cafis, vel fapientix, 
vel temeritatis: hominumque ipforam non foliim res gefte, 
fed etiam, qui fama ac nomine excellant, de cujufque vita 
atque nator’. Ferbormm autem ratio, et genus orationis 
fafum atque traftum, et cum lenitate quadam xquabili pro- 
Eh fine hac judiciali afperitate, et fine fententiaram fo- 
renkom acoleis, perfequendum eft. Ds Orat. Lib. If. 15. 
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If we form our idea of a complete Hiftorian 
from thefe rules, we fhall prefently perceive 
the reafon, why no writer, ancient or modern, 
has been able to fuftain the weight of fo im- 
portant a character ; which includes in it the 
“perfection of almoft every virtue and every 
noble accomplifhment, an unbiaffed integrity, 
a comprehenfive view of nature, an exact 
knowledge of men and manners, a mind ftored 
with free and generous principles, a penetrating 
fagacity, a fine tafte and copious eloquence: 
2 perfect Hiftorian muft know many languages, 
many arts, many f{ciences; and, that he may 
not be reduced to borrow his materials wholly 
from other men, he muft have acquired the 
height of political wifdom, by long experience 
in the great affairs of his country, both in 
peace and war. There never was, perhaps, 
any fuch character ; and, perhaps, there never 
will be: but in every art and {cience there are 
certain ideas of perfeétion, to which the works of 
human genius are continually tending, though, 
like the Logarithmick Spiral, they will never meet 
the point to which they are infinitely approach- 
ing. Cicero himfelf, had he found leifure to 
accomplith his defign, though he would have 
anfwered his own idea in moft refpeéts, would 
have been juftly liable to the fefpicion of an 
illiberal bias in relating the hiftory of his own 
times, and drawing the feveral chara¢terss of 
his age. . 


The 
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The very foul and effence of Hiftory, is 
Truth, without which it can preferve neither 
its name nor its nature, and with which the . 
moft indifferent circumftances in a barren chro- 
nicle are more interefting to a fenfible reader, . 
than the greateft events, how copioufly or 
elegantly foever they may be defcribed, in a 
romance or a legend: yet it is ftrange, that, 
of fo many Hiftories, ancient or modern, Euro- 
pean or Afiatick, there fhould be fo few, which 
we can read without afking in almoft every 
page, Is this true? 


Hiftory, in its original fiate, ‘was, proba-~ 
bly nothing more than the bare relation of 
publick events, which were digefled in the 
form of Anna's, like the life of Tully by Fa- 
bricius : we are affared that this wes the cafe 
in old Rome *; and it feems, injced, in all 
ages, to be the wifeft, as well as the moft 
ufeful, method of writing hiftorv, unlefs the 
facts were more diligently examined and more 
fairly reprefented, than they appear to be in 
moft productions of this nature. Among the 
Grecks, Pherecydes, Heilanicus, Epimenides, 
and among the Latins, Cato, Pictor, Pifo, are 
faid to have writtes without affecting any orna~ 
ment, or aiming at any other merit than that of 
anervous brevity. HERODOTUS fent abroad 

° 





* Omnia ea ex commentariis Regis pontificem maximym, 
jn album relate, proponere in pablico juber. Liv. I. 32. 
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his nine books with the advantage of a more 
polithed drefs: there is a noble fimplicity in 
his diction, to which the open vowels of the 
Jonick diale&t greatly contribute, and many of 
his narratives are extremely pleafing; but his 
“accounts of the Perfien affairs are at leaft 
doubtful, if not- fabulous ; and he followed 
his Egyptian guides with.an implicit confi- 
dence, not fcrupling to relate 2 number of 
faéts, which he could never have verified, if 
he thought they would improve the manners, 
or gratify the curiofity, of his own inquifitive 
nation. THUCYDIDES added ftronger nerves 
to hiftorical compofition ; his facts are in general 
authentick, his obfervations deep and faga- 
cious ; but his language is abrupt, obfcure, and 
fententious, particularly in the {peeches, which, 
though they abound with wife maxims and 
exalted fentiments, bear all the marks of !a- 
bour and ftiffnefs, and have not even the air 
of probability, fince it is impoffible, that many 
of them could have been comprehended by a 
popular audience. What Thucydides wanted, 
namely, a fimple and graceful ftyle, KENO- 
PHON poffeffed in an eminent degree: nothing 
can equal the fweetnefs and delicacy of his lan- 
guage ; but that {weetnefs itfelf is hardly con- 
fiftent with the gravity of his fubje@, and all 
his pieces, if we except that on the Expedition of 
Gyrus, in which he was perfonally engaged,ehave 
more livelinefs of imagination than depth of 
judgement, and difplay more of the {cholar 

and 
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and moralift, than of the ftatefman and orator. 
The fentiments of Thucydides, expreffed in 
the ftyle of Kenophon, would have approached 
very nearly to that idea of perfect Hiftory, 
which we have juft delineated ; but it feems 
to be wifely ordained by nature, that no fingle 
man fhall excel all others in every great ac- 
complifhment, left he fhould be tempted to 
fancy himfelf a being of a fuperiour order, 
and fhould exert his talents to the ruin of his 
fellow-creatures. Of all the Greek Hiftorians, 
POLYBIUS was, perhaps, the graveft, the 
wifeft, and the moft faithful; but his language 
is even harfher than that of Thucydides ; and, 
in the few books which remain of his excel- 
lent work, we are at a lofs to difcern the tafte 
and elegance of Scipio and Lelius, by whom 
he was affifted. ~ 


That forced and ftiff kind of writing, than 
which nothing can be more odious in Hiftory, 
was defignedly adopted by SAL LUST, and 
feems inexcufable in a man of his rank and 
knowledge, who lived in the very age of 
Cicero: the fame abruptnefs and obfcurity may 
well be pardoned in ZACITUS, who flou- 
rifhed when the purity of the Roman language 
had declined with the Romap liberty ; but the 
defect of his ftyle prevents us from confidering 
himeas a confummate Hiftorian, though his 
wifdom and penetration would otherwife give 
him a juft claim to that title. It is not eafy 

to 
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to conceive what the Ancients mean by the 
lattea ubertas of LIVY: in many parts of his 
work he fhows great candour and judgement 5 
but his language is not remarkable for eafe or 
copioufnefs, and it was below, a writer of his 
genius to relate all the fuperftitious and incre- 
dible fictions, which were invented only to 
pleafe the people of Rome, by afcribing the 
foundation and fupport of their City to the 
interpofition of the Gods. “ 


The writers of Lives, as Plutarch and 
Nepos, belong to_a different clafs: Diodorus 
the Sicilian, and Diomfius of Halicarnaffus, 
were rather fcholars and antiquaries, than 
matters of political knowledge ; and the later 
Greek Hiftorians, Appian, Dio, Herodian, and 
the reft, can hardly be fuppofed to ftand the 
teft of Cicero’s rules, by which even Thucy- 
dides and Polybius have been declared imper- 
fe&, It would far exceed the limits of a pre- 
fatory difcourfe, if we attempted to examine 
by thefe laws the many Hiftorians, who have 
related the affairs of their refpective flates, in 
the various diale&ts of modern Europe, Italian 
or Spanifh, French or Englifh: fome of them 
are grave and judicious, fome bold and im- 
partial, others polithed and elegant ; but none 
of them feem to have poffeffed a// thofe qua- 
lities, a perfect union of which is required in 
the character of 2 finithed Hiftorian. 


The 
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The Hiftory of Flsrence by MACHIAVEL- 
LI, how beautifully foever it may be written, 
muft neceffarily be liable to fufpicion from the 
known principles of its Author; and the work. 
of GUICCIARDINI, who bore an eminent 
part in the adtions which he relates, is not, 

believe, confidered by the Italians themfelves 
as a model of fine writing. 


M. DE VOLTAIRE fcems to bear away the 
palm of Hiftory among the French : his ftyle 
1s lively and fpirited, his defcriptions, animated 
and ftriking, his remarks, always ingenious, 
often deep; and, if fome trifling errours are 
difcovered in his writings, we are willing to 
excufe them, when we reflect, that he is not 
only the beft Hiftorian, but the fineft Poet alfo, 
and the greateft Wit, of his nation. He ap- 
pears to be unjuftly charged with embelliihing 
his pieces at the expenfe of Truth, and with 
relating faéts which he had not examined : 
this may, perhaps, be the cafe in cne or two 
inftances 5 but his Life of Charles the Twelfth 
gains freth credit every day, and his account 
of Peter the Great was extraGted from the moft 
authentick materials: it was, indeed, the ne- 
ceffary fate of any author, who fhould write 
the lives and adventurcs of thofe two fingular 
Princes, to pafs rather for the compiler of 
fables, gthan for the relater of real events, till 
time fhould .confirm the truth of the actions 


recorded by him. It may be thought airo-~ 
gant 
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gant in a foreigner, to criticife fo great a writer 
in the article of ftyle and language ; but it 
feems to me, that his periods are not faffici- 
ently expanded : he defcribes a battle, and dif- 
courfes on the fate of kingdoms, in the diétion 
of an Effay ; and frequently huddles the moft 
important remarks into the compafs of a fhort 
fentence ; fo that the perpetual return of the 
full paufe makes his language often dry, abrupt, 
and difficult to be read aloud without a fatiguing 
monotony. There are as many different kinds 
of ftyle, as there are different fubje@ts : that 
“of an effay thould be light and elegant; of a 
letter, lively and familiar ; of an oration, co- 
pious and elate; of a moral difcourfe, grave 
and folemn ; but that of an hiftory ought to 
be fmooth, flowing, and natural, without any 
graces but perfpicuity : yet moft authors form 
a way of writing peculiar to their own tafte 
and genius, which they ufc indifferently on all 
occafions ; thus Voltaire is equally gay, equally 
polifhed, whether he writes upon Hiftory, Cri- 
ticifm, or Philofophy. His diftinguifhing ex- 
cellence is Wit; which, however, fometimes 
gets the better of his judgement. Wit is never 
difplayed to advantage, but in its proper place : 
it has often a great effect in controverfy; it 
may even be admitted into an effay ; it is the 
charm of converfation, when it rifes naturally 
from the fubje@, without feeming toebe pre- 
pared: but it thould be wholly banithed from 
hiftorical compofition, and folemn {peeches ; 

fince 
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fince nothing can be more abfurd, than to 
difcufs the weighty points of legiflation and 
politicks ina ftring of conceits and allufions. It 
fuited the Roman Orator’s purpofe, in his defenfe 
of Murana, to make the judges merry at the 
expenfe of the accufer, Cato; whofe Stoicat 
principtes he rallies with infinite humour ; but 
we meet with no examples of this kind in the 
Catilinarian or Philippick Orations, when no- 
thing lefs was concerned, than the deftiny, 
of the whole Empire : thus in the relation 
tion of common occurrences, if they happen 
to be of a ludicrous nature, there cannot be 
too much brilliancy and livelinefs ; but humour 
fhoutd no more find its way into an hiftoricat 
piece, than into an heroick poem ; and ail our 
veneration for the genius of Aéi/ton will not 
make us excufe the impertinence of his jokes 
in his battle of the angels. J dwell the longer 
on the abfurdity of i/-placed Wit, becaufe all 
the works of Voltaire are tinétured with it *; 
and he cannot give an abftradt of the New- 
tonian philofophy, without interiperfing it with 
ftrokes of humour. On the whole, however, 
Voltaire is one of the moft agreeable writers in 





* Tis Hifories abound with fuch turns as thefe: randis 
les Mofcovites fe plaignaicnt & St. Nicolas de leur faite, 
charles faifait rendre praces & Dicu, et fe préparast & de nouvelles 
widsirer. His Elements of Philefophy are introduced with 2 
number of humorous differtations, the firft of which begins 
with Phis fentence, Platon révait beaucoup, ct on n'a pas raoint- 
révi depuis, &. but Plato did not write pon Ideas in a trip- 
ping flyle full of points and antitheles, 
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the world, and has brought his native lan~ 
guage to the greateft elegance, which it feems 
capable of receiving. 


The Englife hiftorians are not to be read 
without caution: CLARENDON himfelf is 
often liable to exception both in fentiment and 
ftyle; and our language, indeed, was never 
entirely polifhed till the prefent century. I 
avoid touching upon the works of living au- 
‘thors ; left, in my very preface, I thould vio- 
late a fundamental Jaw of Hiftory, by incur- 
ring the fafpicion of prejudice for a particular 
nation, or affection for particular men ; but 
another law obliges me to declare, that there 
are hiftorians now in Britain, whole writings 
have fufficiently proved, that if their fubjects 
were equal to their talents, they would be able 
to conteft the merit of veracity, judgement, 
and elegance with the Ancients themielves. 
That perfect liberty, which forms the very 
effence of our conftitution, makes it unnecef- 
tary for an Engi/ hiftorian to flatter any po- 
tentate or ftatefman upon earth ; and our lan- ° 
guage, though inferiour to the Greek and Ro- 
man, will not yield the prize ot energy, variety, 
and copioufnefs, to any modern idiom what- 
ever, 


If all the bifories of Europe are deficient 
in one or other of the articles, to which we 
may reduce the rules of Cicero, we cannot 


hope 
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hope to find this ideal perfeétion in the nu» 
merous compilations, with which the world has 
been peftered fince the revival of letters, and 
for which we are chiefly indebted to our neigh- 
bours, the French. Thofe who judge the 
moft favourably of thefe works, muft allow 
them at leaft to be ufelefi ; for to what purpofe 
are fo many of our years fpent in ftudying the 
languages of old Greece and Rome, unlefs it 
be to read the ancient compofitions in their 
original beauty, and to draw our knowledge 
from thofe fources, whence all modern learning 
was derived ? [t were happy, if nothing could 
be objeéted to thefe elaborate volumes, but 
their szutility ; they deferve, I fear, an heavier 
cenfure ; fince it is certain, that they help to 
multiply errours, and abound in fables, which 
» the wifeft of the Ancients would have exploded, 
and many of which they really did explode, 
when they were poured into Greece through 
the ftrainers of the Egyptians. It is agreed by 
all writers, that nothing can be fo rafk, nothing 
fo far removed from the dignity of a wife man, 
as either to profefi what is faife, or to affert what 
bas not been fufficiently examined by bim*: yet 
one would think, that the very reverfe of this 
‘was eftablithed as a maxim by thofe, who fit 


* Quid tam temerarium, tamque indignum fapientis gra- 
vitate @que conftantid, quam aut falfum fentire; aut quod 
non fatis exploraté perceptum fit et cognitum fine ulla du~ 
bitatione de: hodere Cie, de Nat. Deor, 
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down to compofe the hiftory of aneient Em- 
pires, At firit one is apt to fufpec, that thefe 
con-pilers are 2 fet of Wits, who agree among 
themfelves to impofe upon the common fenfe 
of mankind: fome of them hegre that the 
Ari ficphili were a people of the higher 4fa 5 
fe ural Laoftbenes and Amyntas ee 
Kings of Affria; and others affure us, with 
@ provoking folemnity, that Cyrus, before a 
certain battle, ordered his foldiers to fing an 
Hymn to Cafor and Pollux ; as if the Afyrians 
were acquainted with Greek names, or the 
Perfians with Grecian deities ; a multitude of 
thete ridiculous biynders occur in almoft every 
page of our pretended ancient Hiftorics ; but 
on 2 more intimate acquaintance with thefe 
writers, we difcover them to be any thing 
rather than Wits, and find that their ignorance 
can be furpaffed only by their dullnefs. The 
truth is, to write an hiftory, and to repeat 
what others have written, are talks of a very 
different nature: we might find many Rollins 
in every hamlet ; but nature produces only a 
fingle Tacitus in a courfe of ages. We have 
already fhown what a number of rare talents 
are required in an hiftorian; but a compiler 
may fucceed to his beft withes, if he have but’ 
tolerable eyes, and a great fhare of patience, 
and, above all, if he be fortunate enough to 
be endued with a total want of judgement and 
fancy. 


Whatever 
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Whatever errours may have been multiplied 
in ancient hiftory by the folly or credulity of 
fome authors ; it is certain, that the malice or 
flattery of others has introduced as many. into 
the modern, A volume might be filled with 
the contemptible miftakes or wilful mifre- 
Lenape of faéts, which abound in the 
biflory of Europe for the two laft centuries. 
Let us turn our eyes to 44a: what a multi- 
tude of improbable ftories have been fpread 
over our part of the world, concerning the 
manners, the laws, the religion of the Mabo- 
medans! Euthymius accufes them of adoring 
the morning far under the naine of Codar ; 
which is a palpable lie, arifing from the igno- 
,rance of the writer, who heard the criers on 
the mofques calling the people to morning 
prayers by the words 4ilab Achar, or GOD 
is the moft High. Such a calumny may be 

ardoned in fo obfcure an author, whofe credit 
cannot miflead many readers ; but a fcholar, 
and man of the world, like Grotius, cught to 
have blufhed, when he talked of @ flee! ccfin 
at Medina, fifpended in the air between iwo 
toadficnes of equal force. 


An hiftorian, who is obliged to rely upon 
the veracity of other men, and cannot fay with 
Fined’, Qya ipfe vidi et quorum pars magna 
fui, mutt be very diligent and circumfj in 
weighing and fifting his authorities, unlefs he 
have a mind to propagate errour, inftcad of 
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down to compofe the hiftory of aneient-Em- 
pires. At firlt one is apt to fufpect, that thefe 
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‘Whatever errours may have been multiplied 
in anctent hiftory by the folly or c-edulity of 
fome authors ; it is certain, that the malice or 
flattery of others has introduced as many. into 
the modern. A volume might be filled with 
the contemptible miftakes or wilful mifre- 

refentations of fats, which abound in the 

ifory of Exrope for the two laft centuries. 
Let us turn our eyes to 44a: what a multi- 
tude of improbable ftories have been fpread 
over our part of the world, concerning the 
manners, the laws, the religion of the Maho- 
medans! Euthymius accufes them of adoring 
the morning flar under the naine of Cobar; 
which is a palpable lic, arifing from the igno- 
,rance of the writer, who heard the criers on 
the mofques calling the people to morning 
prayers by the words dilab Achar, or GOI) 
is the moft High. Such a calumny may be 

ardoned in fo obf{cure an author, whofe credit 
cannot miflead many readers ; but a fcholar, 
and man of the world, like Grotius, cught to 
have blufhed, when he talked of @ flee! ccfin 
at Medina, fufpended ip the air between two 
toadfienes of equal force. 


An hiftorian, who is obliged to rely upon 
the veracity of other men, and cannot fay with 
FEned’, Que ipfe vidi et quorum pars magna 
fui, rvit be very diligent and circumfpe& in 
weighing and fifting his authorities, unlefs he 
have a mind to propagate errour, inftead of 
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eftablifhing truth, and.to obtrude upon his 
reader a fet of fables, which the factious or 
envious invent in all ages, and which the ig- 
Norant or malevolent are always ready to cir~ 
culate. His caution muft be ftill greater, when 
he records the events of very diftant nations ; 
fince we have no {mall difficulty to learn the 
true ftate’ of thofe occurrences, which pafs 
around usevery day ; and it generally happens, 
that, the more intimately we are concerned in 
any tranfa€tion, the more miftakes we find in 
the publick accounts of it. Men are often at 
a lofs to give a perfect relation of actions, 
over which they prefided in perfon; as Pollio 
detected feveral errours in a narrative, pub- 
lithed by Cafar, of a battle, in which Cefar 
himfeif commanded ; or, to {peak of our own’ 
times, as Adlerfeld, in his defcription of Schui- 
Jembourg’s paflage over the Oder, difagrees in 
many points from the defcription given by the 
General bimfelf. 


The Hiftory, therefore, of thofe events, 
which happen in remote countries, can hardly 
fail of being erroneous; for, in general, we 
are forced to depend upon reports of reports, 
echoed from the ignorant natives to inquifitive 
travellers, and brought by them to Europe 
decorated with a thoufand ornaments: and 
even if we ftudy the languages of thofe na- 
tions, and read their own Hiftories, we are 
gsommonly deceived, either by the zeal or 

malignity 
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malignity of the authors. The following ex- 
ample will confirm and illuftrate this obfer- 
vation. 


There are two celebrated hiftories of the 
Life of Tamer/ane, one in Perfian, the other 
in Arabick, both of them written with ail the 
pomp and elegance of the Mfatick ftyle: in 
the firft, the Tertarian Conqueror is repre~ 
fented asa liberal, benevolent, and illuftrious 
prince; in the fecond, as deformed and im- 
pious, of a low birth and deteftable principles. 
Te feems difficult at firft to reconcile this con- 
tradi@ion ; but the difficulty vanifhes, when 
we learn, that great part of the Perfian Hiftory 
was compofed under the infpection of Tamer- 
riane himfelf, and received only the polifh of 
language from the pen of Ali Yezdi; and that 
the Arabian author bore thé moft inveterate 
hatred againft that monarch, ‘The fiory of the 
iron cage, in which Tamertane confined Baja- 
zed, is generally treated as a fable upon the 
authority of the very learned M. d'Herdbelot; | 
who affects, that it is not mentioned by the dra- 
bian Hiftcrian, though he omits no opportunity of 
Abafing the moral charaéter of bis Hero: this 
argument would, perhaps, be decifive, if it 


were founded upon true premifes ; but unfor- 
tunately, in the thirtecnth line of the two 


hundred-fixty-eighth page, the 4rabian ex- 
prefsly affirms, “ that Tamerlane did enclofe 
“* his captive Iiderim Bajazed in a cage of iron, 
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© in order to retaliate the infult offered to the 
* Perfians by a fovereign of the lower fz, 
« who had treated Shapor, King of Perfia, in 
* the fame manner; that he intended to carry 

him in this confinement into. Tartery, but 
* that the miferable prince died in Syria, at 

a place calied Akjbebr.” This fa& is not 
tbe more true, for being afferted by Eén Arab 
‘hab ; but it feems ftrange, that the judicious 
M. @’Herbelot thould have overlooked this paf- 
fage, and fhould {peak fo pofitively of a book, 
which he had read with fo little attention: nor 
ig the point itfelf of any great confequence ; 
but it may fhow, how cautious we fhould be, 
in relying upon the authority of illaftrious 
names. : 

In this obfcurity of human affairs, nothing 
remains for a wife hiftorian, but to confine 
himfelf to great and notorious events, in which 
the true and inconteftable part of all Hiftory 
confifts ; for, whenever he defcends to parti- 
cular characters, and minute defcriptions, or 
attempts to relate the very words, and unfold 
the, fentiments, of princes, he will run into 
wildnefs and uncertainty, and lead his readers 
into a kind af fairy land, while they expect to 
be conduéted through the paths of real know- 
ledge. Since in Hiftory, as in Philofophy, we 
can only catch the general and ftriking ree 
of Trath, it is a folly to deck her picture with 
our own imperfed colours, and to drefe up 

s a phan~ 
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a phantom of our imagination inftcad of a 
reality. ‘ 


There are a multitude of hiftorical pieces in 
the Perfan, Arabian, and Turkifb languages ; 
fome of which arc tolerably authentick, all 
curious and entertaining, but very few written 
with tafte or fimplicity, and none, which an- 
fwer in any degree to the Ciceronian idea of 
perfection : they contain, however, the beft 
materials for an Hiftory of fa from the age 
of Mahomed to the prefent century, andthe com~ 
pletion of fuch a work, if any man had leifure 
or courage to undertake it, would greatly en- 
Fich our Exropean literature, 7 


‘We come now, after a long interval, to con~ 
fider the Perfian Hiftory of the Life of NA- 
DER SHAH, which was tranflated by the au- 
thor of the following work. It muft be allow- 
ed, that his teftimony is not wholly free from 
fufpicion ; but his narrative muft neceflarily be 
more authentick, than that of our travellers, 
who could not poffibly be acquainted with the 
faGts, which they relate fo confidently. The 
Perfian hiftorian attended his Hero in many of 
his expeditions, and was an eye-witnefs of the 
attions which he defcribes : it is probable, in- 
deed, that his ee adhe pirate dbl 
his country might induce him to pai 

ae a ay colours 
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formities of his character, and to prefent us 

only with the beauties of it; but, as the work 

was finithed after the death of the Monarch, 

and as it paffes a very free cenfure upon the 

fatter part of his life, we may reafonably con- 

* ¢lude, that the author delivers his real fenti- 

ments, though his veneration for the memory 

of fo extrrordinary a man often betrays him 

into éxpreffjons, which border upon the mean- 

eft flattery. The Perfian tanguage has de~ 

clined fo much from its original purity, that 

no great elegance could be expected from 

Mirza Mabadi: the work is genuine, and may 

be’ recommended as a curiofity; but I will 

fairly confels, that, had I been left to my own 

choice, it would have been the laft manufcript 

in the world, which I thould have thought of 
tranflating: out of fo many Perfian books of 
poetry, ethicks, criticifm, fcience, hiftory, it - 
would have been eafy to have felected one 

more worthy of the publick attenticn ; and 

the works of Hafez or Sadi might have been 

printed for half the expenfe, and in half the 

time, : 


1 was willing, however, to try, whether this 
Afatick hiftory might not r to better 
advantage without the Riffoek of a verbal . 
tranflation ; with which intent I drew up,a 
fhort abftraé of it in my native language: I 
ftripped the original of its affected flowers and 
ornaments, and here prefent the Znglid reader 


with 
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with all the interefting fats in a plain and 
natural drefs ; but, in compliance with Tully's 
tules, I have in fome places- ventured to inter~ 
pofe my own judgement upon counfels, acts, 
and events ; have preferved the order of time 
without anticipation or confufion ; and have 
occafionally interwoven the defcription of re+ 
markable places ; taking care to affert nothing 
of any moment without the authority of the 
Perfian to {apport it, and not to ren after the 
falfe gleam of conjeétures and reports, by 
which moft of the writers on the fame fubjeé& 
have been led. After all, I am far from ex- 
pecting, that this little work will give me any 
claim to the title of an Hiftorian: when I com- 
pare my piece, not only with the sdea of Ci- 
cero, but even with the productions of others, 
I am like the drop of water, in the fable of 
Sadi, which fell from a cloud into the fea, 
and was loft in the confcioufnefs of its own 
infignificance. The chief merit of the book, 
if it has any, confifts in exhibiting in one view 
the tranfactions of fixty years in the fineft part 
of fia, and in comprifing in a few thort fec- 
tions the fubftance of alarge volume. Life is 
fo fhoit, and time fo valuable, that it were 
happy for us, if all great works were reduced 
to their quintefience ; a famous fcholar at Leip- 
fick propofed to reprint the vaft compilation of 
M. d’Herbelot enlarged to the double of its 
prefent fize; but he would deferve better of 
the learned world, if he would diminith it to 
a fourth 
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a fourth part of its bulk, by rejecting all its 
repetitions and fuperfluities. ° 


Before I conclude this preface, it feems ne~ 
ceflary to give fome account of the two fhort 
tracts, which were defigned as preparatory te 
the principal work. 


It was thought ufeful to prefix to the Life 
of Nader Shah, a fucind defeription of Afia, 
and particularly of the Perfan Empire, that the 
reader, upon opening the Hiftory, might not 
find bimtelf in a country wholly unknown to 
him ; and that he might be prepared for the 
Oriental names, which in fuch a work could 
not poffibly be avoided, and are not eafily ac- 
commodated to an European ear. Many read~ 
ers are difgufted with the frequent return of 
harth and unpleafing names of rivers, cities, 
and provinces, the very found of which, they 
fay, conveys the idea of fomething favage, but 
they would be at a lofs to affign a reafon, why 
the .dras and the Fordt are words lefs melo~ 
dious than the Duseper and the Bogh; why the 
archbithop of Gnefne has a fofter title than the 
Mulla of J; 3 or why the cities of Samar- 
cand and Bokbara are 4 agreeable to the car 
than Wazfaw and Cracow; yet the accounts of 
the northern kingdoms are read with picafisre, 
and are thought to abound with a variety of 
interefting events, while the hiftories of tha 
Eaft are neglected, and the Afatick languages 

7 confidered 
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confidered as inharmonious and inelegant. It 
muff, neverthelefs, be remembered, that a 
great part of Perfia, and ail Segdiana, lie in 
the fame climate with Itely and the South af 
France ; and that the people of 42 had among 
them a number of fine writere, Tablime poets, 
eminent artifts, at a time, when our part of 
the world had neither learning, poetry, nor 
arts; when the ineftimable remains of Afe~ 
nander, Alceeus, Sappho, and the reft, were 
publickly burned at Conftentinople by order of 
a Greek Emperor ; and when the inhabitants of 
all Europe beGides had never heard-of Menander, 
or Akaus, or Sappho. 


The differtation on Afatick Geography mutt, 
from its very nature, be ftiff and uniform. 
Tully, whofe noble ftyle might have given = 
grace to any fubje&t whatever, had begun, at. 
the requeft of Atticus, to commpofe a Geogra~ 
phical Treatife ; but he never finithed it, becaufe 
he found it @ berren foil, thd? was not favour- 
eblé to the flowers of bis longuage *. 


I was very foon aware of this objection ; 
bur, as foch a work was neceflary to my plan, 
it occurred to me, that the fobject would ap- 


© Etonin yewygapud, qos conftimeram, magaun opos 
eft; & bercute font res difficiles ad aan 
dis; mec tam poffunt dvbpoypapeizSar, quim videbatur. 
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pear lef dry, if it were interfperfed with anece 
dotes of Eaftern literature, and with fummary 
‘accounts of the learned men, whom each city 
of fa has produced ; fora relation of all their 
fieges and reyolutions would have been ftill 
more unpleafant, and, in general, the cities of 
Perfia have had the fame fortune with the 
Empire itfelf. It will be fair to acknowledge, 
that, in both parts of the Introduction, many 
paflages are borrowed from the celebrated work 
of M. d'Herbelot ; but nothing has been copied 
from him, which has not alio been found in 
feveral manufcripts: our materials were taken 
from the fame originals ; and it is natural for 
two perfons, who fearch the fame mine, to 
meet with the fame kind of ore. The prin- 
cipal Geographers, whom I confulted, were 
Abulfeda, and Ulugheg ; the firft, a King of 
Hama in Syria, and the fecond, a grandfon of 
Tamerlane, who was alfo an excellent Aftro- 
nomer, and built a fine Obfervatory in his im- 
.perial city of Samarcand. It is much to be 
withed, that a correct Map of fia were en- 
gtaved, with all the names properly {pelled, 
and the latitudes of the cities exactly marked, 
upon the authority of thefe illuftrious writers ; 
but fuch a work would require infinite labour, 
fince a number of manu(cripts muft be col- 
Jated, left the miftakes of ignorant tranfcribers 
fhould miflead the defigner of the Map, and 
the fine art of engraving be applied to per- 


petuate 
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petuate their ridiculous errours *. Until fome 
Geographer, equally tkilled in the Eafern 
languages, and in the fcience which he pro- 
fefles, will fupply an able artift with materials 
to accomplith this ufeful defign, the reader of 
Afiatick hiftory mutt be fatisfied with the Maps 
of M. de Ja Croix, which are inferted in his 
Life of Tamerlane, and are far the moft accu- 
rate of any, that I have had occafion to confult ; 
efpecially in the defcription of Khorafan, where 
notice is taken even of the caftle at Kelat, fo 
frequently mentioned in the following Hiftory. 
The reader will be candid enough to confider 
this effay on the Geography of fa as the 
dketch only of a larger traét, which, from the 
very nature of an introductory piece, muft 
needs be fuperficial and imperfed ; for it 
would be abfurd to make any introduction fo 
copious, as to divert the reader’s attention from 
the work, which it was intended to illaftrate. 


“In the fhort Hiflory of Perfia, which follows 
the chapters on Geography, I purfued, as clofely 
as I was able, the plan of a book compiled 
by Atticus, which was greatly admired by the 
Romans, but is now unfortunately loft: it con- 
tained an abjtraét of general Hiftory, and exh:- 


* A table of longitudes and latitudes is already prepared 
by me,¢with a view to the work here recommended : but 
defpair of ever finding leifure to execute a talk, which re- 
quires fuch attention and accuracy. 

hited 
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bited in one view a relation of the moft interefting 
events, that happened in a period of fiven bun- 
‘dred years *. Thus the fecond part of my 
Introduction comprifes all the great and me- 
morable occurrences in the Perfian Empire, 
from the doubtful and fabulous ages to the 
decline of the Sef family in the prefent cen- 
tury: it was extraéted from feveral Afatick 
writers, Mirkbond, Khandemir, Ferduf, &c. 
and might have been confiderably enlarged, 
if all the fables and dull events, which are 
found, it muft be confeffed, in great abun~ 
dance in the originals, had been tran{cribed at 
full length ; but it has long been a maxim 
with me, that, as nothing fhould be admitted 
into Hiftory, which is falfe, how agreeable fo 
ever it may be, fo nothing fhould be related, 
merely becaufe it is true, if it be not either 
inftructive or entertaining. The dulleft re- 


* Cognofcat etiam rerum geftarum ct memorie veteris 
ordinem, maximé fcilicet nofira civitatis, fed et imperioforum 
populoram ct regum illuffrium : quem laborem nobis <Arrict 
noftr} Jevavit labor £ qui cox/ervatis norarifgue temporibas, nibil 
Gun illufive pretermitterct, annorum feptingentorum memeriam uno 
Hibro colligavit. Cic. Orat. . 

Nempe eum dicis, inquit, quo ifte omnem r.rum memoriam 
breviter, ct, ut mihi quidem vifum eft, perdiligenter com- + 
plexus et? Iftam ipfam, inqeam, Brute, dico librom mihi 

faluti faide. Tum Asticas: Optatifimam mihi quidem eft 
quod dicis ; fed quid tandem habuit liber if, quod tibi aut 
novom ant tanto ufui poffet effe? Tle verd et nova, inquam, 
mihi quidem multa, ct cam utilitatem, quam requjrebam, 
= explicatis ordinibus temperam, sno in confpru omnia viderrm, 

Ce 5 
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cords of ancient times fhould be preferved, 
that they may occafionally be confulted; but” 
they fhould be repofited in cabinets and ar- 
chives : as the old arms and utenfils of the 
Romans are kept in mufeums for the infpection 
of the curious, while modern pieces of elegant 
or ufeful workmanfhip are the conftant fur- 
niture of our apartments, cither for our plea- 
fure, our convenience, or our defence. The 
poetical fables of the old Perfans, however 
curious of amufing, ought not to be mixed, 
like glittering drofs, with the pure ore of true 
Hiftory : but, if fome ftudent of Eaftern lite= 
rature would amufe himfelf with collecting 
thefe fables, and reducing them to 2 Sy/em of 
Perfian Mythology, he would greatly affitt every 
learner of the Afatick languages ; who, with- 
out fuch help, mutt be ftopped in every page 
by allufions to adventures, of which he never 
heard; fince a man, who is unacquainted with 
the fairies, dragons, and enchanters, {fo fre- 
quently introduced in the poems of Ferdufi s 
who knows nothing of the griffon Simorg, the 
fpeaking horfe of Roflam, the dark fea which 
f{urrounds the world, the mountain of Kaf, or 
the battle of the twelve Heroes, can no more 
pretend to read the fineft writings of Perfia, 
than he could underftand the Odes of Pindar, 
if he never heard of the Trojan war, the groves 
of Bifium, the voyage of the Argonauts, or 
the feveral attributes of the heathen Deities. 


le] The 
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The Perfians would not readily forgive my. 
prefomption, if they knew what a liberty I 
have taken with their Chronology, and bow many 
thoufand years \ have retrenched from the pre- 
tended Duration of their Empire. They reckon 
but eleven Monarchs of the firft race, and nine, 
including Darius, of the fecond; yet they 
aflign to the reigns of thefe twenty princes a 

tiod of above three thoufand years, or an 
Sindred and fifty to each prince one with an- 
other’; but thefe are Perfian tales: human 
nature is nearly the fame in all ages ; and it 
has been proved by the ftrongeft induction, 
that Kings feldom reign, one with another, 
longer than eighteen or twenty years each * : fo 
that we muft afcribe thefe fictions of the Per- 
Jfian Chronologérs to the vain defire of aggran- 
dizing their country, by raifing its Antiquity 
fo far beyond the truth. 


It is with the utmoft diffidence, that I ven- 
ture to add an obfervation of my own upon 
any work of NEWTON; whofe admirable 
traéts on the abftract fciences, and on the ap- 
plication of thofe fciences to natural Philofophy, 
exhibit the nobleft {pecimen of perfeftion, to 
which the human intelleé can be exalted ; and 
whofe treatifes on lighter fubjets, though in- 


© See Newtex’s Chrexolegy, p. 52. 
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capable, from their very nature, of ftrict de- 
monftration, are not without many ftrokes: of 
that piercing genius, which raifed him above 
all men who ever lived ; but it appears to me, 
that his medium of twenty years to a reign is 
too general, and that, in fome ages and nations, 
it muft be confiderably lefs, in others, far 
greater, according to the neceffary difference 
of government or manners, in the different 
empires of the world, Thus, by comparing 
the duration of the modern 4fatick dynatties, 
fince the decline of the Califate, with the 
reigns of the feveral princes, I have obferved, 
that thofe Monarchs have feldom fitten on the 
throne longer than ten or twelve years each, 
at a medium; for, if one or two of them 
have contrived to hold their feats forty years, 
the greater part of them have reigned but fix 
or feven, and many have been dethroned in a 
few months, fome, even in a few days, after 
their acceffion. ‘This can be owing to nothing, 
but the imperfection of thofe unhappy govern- 
ments, where a Sultan no fooner has the dia- 
dem on his head, than his minifters, fons, or 
brothers, form a confederacy ou" him, fo 
that he either perifhes in the field, or clofes 
his days in pat aa to make room for one of 
his relations, who frequently meets with the 
fame fate: this is apparent from-almoft every 
page in the Hiftories of modern Afiz. The 
cafe was very different in the infancy of the 

[ce 2] Perfian 
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Perfian Empire: the fovercigns were almoft 
deified by the people, whom they had civi- 
lized ; the temperance of thofe early ages 
might tend to lengthen their natural lives; and 
few of them were difturbed by civil wars or 
rebellions ; fo that we may fafely allow the 
{pace of five bundred and fixty years to the two 

irft families of Perfian Kings, or twenty-erght 
to a reign; which computation, if we count 
backwards, from the death of Darius, in the 
three-hundred-thirtieth yeas before CHRIST, 
will place the foundation of the Perfan Mo- 
narchy in the eight-bundred-ninetieth year be- 
fore the fame Epoch, about fourteen years, 
according to Newton, after the burning of 
Troy, and juit a century before fome General 
or adatory of Tabmuras founded the dynafty 
of the 4fyrians*: but here we mutt obferve, 
that it is not poflible for us, to fix the precife 
years, in which each of thefe ancient Mo- 
narchs be his reign, or how long each of 
them really fat on his throne; fo that thefe 
calculations, when we defcend to minute par- 
ticulars, muft needs be very uncertain, and, 


* If we retrench fo many centuries from the Antiquity 
of the Perfian Empire, it is umpoffible that Ca‘umaras thould 
be the King of Elam mentioned in Scripture, as fome writers 
have conjettured-: and we have inadvertently cited this 
conjefture without condemning it, in the shirty-siath oa; 
of the Introduétion ; where the candid reader will alter the 
words, who firms to be the King of Elem, into thefe, whom 
fisns have fappyfed ta be, &C. 
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where we cannot hope to find the perfect 
truth, we muft, like the old Academicki, be 
content with a bare probability. To concludes 
if any effential m-ftakes be deteCted in this 
whole performance, the reader will excufe 
them, when he reflects upon the great variety 
of dark and intricate points, which are dif- 
cuffed in it; and if the obfcurity of the fubject 
be not a fufficient plea for the errours, which 
may be difcovered in the work, let it be con- 
Jidered, to ufe the words of Pope in the preface 
to his juvenile Poems, that there are very few 
things in this collection, which were not written 
under the age of five and twenty; moft of them, 
indeed, were compofed in the intervals of my 
leifure in the South of France, before I had 
+ applied my mind to a ftudy of a very different 
nature, which it is now my refolution to make 
the fole object of my life. Whatever then 
be the fate of this production, I hall never be 
tempted to vindicate any partof it, which may 
be thought exceptionable ; but thall gladly 
sefign my own opinions, for the fake of em= 
bracing others, which may feem more pro- 
bable ; veing perfuaded, that nothing is more 
“laudable than the love of Troth, nothing more 
odious than the obftinacy of perfifting in Er- 
rour. Nor thall I eafily be induced, when I 
have difburdened myfelf of two more icces, 
which “are now in the prefs, to begin any 
other work of the literary kind; but thalt 
* confine 


THe PREFACE... 


confine myfelf wholly to that branch of know~ 
Tedge, in which it is my chicf ambition to 
excel. It is a painful confideration, that the 
profeffion of literature, by far the moft labo- 
rious of any, leads to no real benefit or true’ 
glory whatfoever. Poetry, Science, Letters, 
when they are not made the fole bufinefs of life, 
may become its ornaments in profperity, and 
its moft pleafing confolation in a change of 
fortune ; but, if a man addicts himéelf entirely 
to learning, and hopes by hat, either to raife 
a family, or to acquire, what fo many with 
for, and fo few ever attain, an honourable re- 
tirement in bis declining age, he will find, 
when it is too late, that he has miftaken his 
path ; that other labours, other fludies are 
neceflary ; and that, unlefs he can affert his 
own independence in active life, it will avail 
him little, to be favoured by the learned, 
efteemed by the emingnt, or recommended 
even by Kings. It is true, on the other hand, 
that no external advantages can make any 
amends for the lofs of virtue and integrity, 
which alone give a perfe& comfort to him 
who poffeffes them. Let a man, therefore, 
who withes to enjoy, what no fortune or 
honour can beftow, the dlefing of pein Lah 
bation, afpire to the glory given to Pericles by 
a celebrated Hiftorian, of being acquainted 
with all ufeful knowledge, of exprefink what 
be knows avith copioufne/s and freedom, of loving 
ns 
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his friends and country, and of difdaining the 
mean purfuits of lucre and interefi*: this is 
the only career, on which an honeft man 
ought to enter, or from which he can hope 
to gain any folid happinefs. 


© Tvirds ce 1 Berta, wal igunmiocs taitey gindaords Te 
wal xenucran xptioowr. 
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‘The flow’s and choice 

Of many Provinces fiom boond to bound, 
From Araclofa, from Candaor eatt, 

And Blargiaua, to th’ Hyreanian cliifs 

OF Caxcajas, and dark Iéerian dales, 

From Atropatia, and the neighb‘ring pisins 
Of Adiabene, Media, 2nd the fouth 

Of Sufana, v0 Balfara’s haven. 
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THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 


RAN*, or the vait Empire, which we 
commonly call PER STA, is a count 
bounded on all fides by feas or rivers. It 
Bhas the Indian {ea on the fouth, and the Ca/pian 
directly oppofite to it: the Perfan gulf or, as 
the Afaticks call it, the Green Sea, the Tigris and 
Euphrates, the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus or 
Baétrus, and the five branches of the Indus, di- 
vide it on the other fides from drabia, from 
Syria, from Georgia, from Turkeftan, and from 
India. As all the provinces in this Empire muit 
have changed their boundaries in a courfe of 
ages, it will not be eafy to reconcile exaétly the 
accounts of ancient and modern Geographers ; 
but we fhall attempt to make them agree as 
nearly as poffible. 
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PARS*, or Perfis, has on the fouth a gulf, 
te which it gives its name, and along which it 
extends near three hundred leagues: it has Ke min 
on the eaft; Kowziigs on the weft; and a yaft 
defert, named Noxbendigdn, which embraces _1t 
on the north, divides it from Khorafin, or, The 
Province of the Sux. On the boider of this de- 
fert is the beautiful valley of Bawdén +, often al- 
Tuded to by the Arabiya pocts, which is reckoned 
one of the four Paradifes of dpa; the other thice 
are the vale of Damafivs, the banks of the river 
Obella, and the plain of Sogd, in the midi of 
which ftands the fourifhing city of Samarcand: 
all thefe places are {aid by travellers to be de- 
lightfully pleafant ; and the mildnefs of the air, 
jomed to the clearnefs of the rivulets, which 
Jeep a perpetual verdure on,the plains, give us 
the idea of the moft charniiu.g {cones in nature. 


The fineft cities in Perfis arc, 1. SHIRAZ, 
furrounded \.ith pleafant gardens, and famous 
, for having given birth to the poets, Lafez and 
Sddi: its inhabitants are {air and well made, and 
are remarkable for the livciinefs of their wit. 
a. YEZD, the birta-phice of Sparfeddin dli, an 
elegant author, who wrote the life of Tamerlane : 
* and, 3. FIRU ZABAD, or, The Region of Hap- 
pinefs, where a very able grammarian was born, 
who compiled an admirabie dictionary of the * 
Arabick lancuage, which he juitly entitled { Al- 
cimis, or, The Ocean; he, lived in the fourteenth, “ 


* oul 
+ InPofes Wlys ad 


$ In tabcd Quali l 


century, 


A DESCRIPTION or ASIA. 


century, and Tamerla -- is faid to Have made him 
a prefent of five thoufand ducate: he is ufually 
called Firdzabéii. 


_When you have paffed the defert of Nouben- 
digdn, you enter the province of KHOR As 
SAN, the Bafrioma of the Ancients : it is the 
moft eaftern kingdom of Iran, and takes its 
name from Khé *, an old word for the Syn. 
It is bounded on the north by the Oxns, 
on the weft by 4 defert, and on the eaft by 
the mountains of Cendahé;, which feparate it 
from India. Its principal cities, all of which 
have been at different times the feats of Kings, 
are, 1. BALKH, where Loborayp, facceflor to 
Cyrus, retired, having placed his fon upon the 
throne of Perfia; it was the birth-place of Mirk- 
fond, the hiftorian, and of the fublime poet 
Gelaleddin, who wrote the Ménavi, a moral 
work, highly eftecmied in the Ealt. 2. HERAT, 
the Aria of the Greeks, wwhence the territory 
depending on it was called Ariana; it was a 
magnificent City, till it was ruined by the ‘Tar- 
tars: the learned Aheademir, who was born in 
it, gives us a full defcription of its palaces, 
smofques, and gaidens, in the twelfth chapter of 
his General Hiko . MERU SHAHZAN, or, 
The Deliz't of Rings 5 it was once a pleafant tity, 
but had the fame fate with Herat. 4. NISHA- 
POR, which was built or repaired by Ssapor, 





"kh Pirfian 5 ‘This words ufed by F 1.2uf's butyin 
the modem language of the poets, it is commonly joined 
with Oud. 3 word of the fame meaning. 
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fon of Ardefeir. Several excellent men were 
born in this City, the chief of whom were 
Aittér, who wrote a Pendnéma, or book of In- 
. frruftions, and Catebi, who compofed a poem on 
the loves of Babardm, king of Perfia, and the 
fair Gulendém. The great fquare of this city was 
calied Meidén, in which was born a learned gram- 
marian, thence named Meidéni, who publifhed a 
large collection of Arabian proverbs, with elabo- 
rate notes. The other populous city of Nborafar 
is, 4. TUS, now called MESHEHED, or, The 
tomb of Martyrs ; which was made ip this century 
the Capital of Khorafan; it was the native city of 
the aftronomer Nasireddin, and the poet Ferdiifi, 
who, after 2 number of adventures, ended his 
days in it. The little town of 74M or Z4'M 
deferves to be mentioned among thefe cities, 
becaufe it was the birth-place of the illuftrious. 
Plate a moft animated and elegant poet, whofe 
otiful compofitions, on a great variety of 
* fubjects, are preferved at-Oxford in twenty-two 
volumes. He flourithed in the middie of the 
fifteenth century, and dedicated one of his 
to Mohammed Il. ‘The cities of Balkh, 
Dat, and Meru, or at leaft the namics of them, 
are very ancient: they are faid to be men- 
tioned by Zerdufbt, in the firkt feftion of his 
Pozend, among the fixteen delightful places, 
which Ormufd raifed, and Aberman endeavoured 
to deftroy. 


SEGESTAN *, or SISTAN, the Drangiana- 
of the Greeks, has part of the Defert, Ker- 
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man, on the Weits and on the Eaft the country 
of Gour, famous for a rich mine of turkis-ftones, 
between -which and /ndie lies the territory of 
Raver 5 it touches alfo, at its eaftern boundary, 
the province of MULTAN, which makes a part of 
Sind; it has another defert, and part of Mocran, 
on the fouth, and joins on the north to Zablefdn. 
The country of Segef2n coniiits chiefly of plains, 
and is very fruitful in palm-trees ; it is alfo rich 
in mines of gold, the ore of which is. uncom- 
monly pure. Its chief cities are,*1. BOST, 
whence a moral poet of great reputation in 
Perfia was named BOST7; and, 2. ZERENGE, 
which was 2 populous and commercial town 
during the reign of the Sofarian princes. This 
province, and ZABLESTAN, the ancient Ara- 
chofia, wete confidered as one principality by the 
old Perfians; and Refam, the commander under 
Cyrus, held it as a ficf from the Kings of Iran. 
The cities of note in Zad/efén are, 1. CABUL, 
which, indeed, is gegcrally reckoned the capital 
of another province, named CABULISTAN, and 
no man, as the Indians fay, can be called the* 
ruler of India, who has not taken poffeffion of 
Céibul. 2. MEIMEND, an agrecable town, fur- 
rounded with meadows watered by frefh ftreams, 
and with gardens, that produce excellent fruit. 
3. GAZNA, or GAZNIN, from which the 
family of Mahmtd, who conquered thefe pro- 
vinces in the tenth cegtury, were called Gaz- 
nevis; it is an unpleafant city, and its inha- 
bitants are forced-to fend to Meimend for their 
fruit and herbage : this city, as well as Cébul, was 
undtr the dominion of the ndian Emperor in the 
prefent century, but they were an cafy congueft 
to the Perfans. 4: BAMA, which, Genghis 
took ftorm in 1221, and almo 
o ca] ruined, 
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tuined, in the violence of his grief for the lofs 
of his grandfon, who was killed during the 


fiege. M F 


‘We may place the large province of SIND* 
next to Segeftdn, becauie’ though it is generally 
teckoned a part of India, yet it comprehends 
both MOCRAN, the ancient Gedrofia, and 
MULTAN, which have been confidered as pro- 
vinces of Perfia; and here we may obferve, 
that the Eaferns divide the Indian Empire into 
two parts, which they call HIND, and SIND : 
by Hind, in its firi@eft fenfe, they mean ths 
diftrids on both fides of the Ganges, and by 
Sind, the country that lies on each fide of the 
Sindéb or Indus, efpecially where it difcharges 
itfelf into the ocean. Sind, therefore, including 

Mocrén and Multdn, is bounded on the fouth by 
the Indian fea, which embraces it in the form 
of a bow: it has Hind on the eaft, and on the 
wok, Kermén, with part of Segeftam, which alfo 
-bounds it on the north; but if, with fome Geos 
,graphers, we make it comprile even Zablefiin 
and Cfdul, its northern limits will extend as far 
as CASHMIR +, that delightful and extraor- 
cinary valley, cclebrated over all Aiia for the 
.ingular beauty of its inhabitants, the ferenity of 
its air, and the abundance of its delicious fruits: 
if, again, we include Ca/bmir alfo in this civifion 
vf India, it will as far northward as 
TIBIT or TOBAT, the country of the finelt 
muifk, which has China on the caft, and Oriental 
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Tartary on the weft and north; but we are 
wandering from our road: let us return to 
van. . 


‘The principal cities of Sindare, 1. D4IBUL, 
where the Portuguefe had a fettlement. 2. ALAN- 
SURAT, which we by contraction call Surét, 
fituatcd in the territory ot KdMBAIA, 2 city 
well known to our merchants and travellers : 
and 3. BI RUN, famous for being the birth- 

lace of Adu Ribdn an cxccllent Aftronomer and 
hilofopher, who travelled forty years in Indio 
in fearch of knowledge ; thongh fome writers 


+ fuppofe him to be a natite of another Birén in 


Khai ézm, 


Between Aocrar,' the mountains of which 
are wafhed by a branch of the Indus, and Perfis, 
is the province of KARMAN*, ‘or, as the Anci- 
ents called it, Carmania; which is bounded by 
the defert on the north, and on the fouth by 
the Perfan gulf: the wil of Kurmdn is extremely 
dry, as it 1s watered by no confiderable river. 
‘The cities of this province are, 1. SIRZAN, 
which the inhabitants have contrived to waier 
with artificial canals. 2. .ZEREND, and 3. 
HORMUZ, which was formerly on the con- 
tinent, but was afterwaids transferred to an 
ifland of the fame name in the gulf of Perfa. 
The comnurce of this city was removed by the 
Perfians to the port of 4%5as, or Gomrén. Many 
learned men were bor, ia Kerman, the moft 
celebrated of whom weie the pucts Abdjab 
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Kermani, and Omadeddin: the firft of them was 
remarkable for‘the richnefs and fplendour of 
his ftyle, the fecond for the correétnefs and 
elegance of his verfes ; they both left collections 
of their Odes and Elegies. 


To the weft of Pars is the province of KHU- 
ZISTAN *, which the Grecks called Sufana ; it 
has no mountain in it, but confifts wholly of 
large plains. It has of Perfan Irék on the 
north, the Gulf to the fouth; and it extends 
weftward as far as the plains of Wéfet, and the 
port of Ba/ra, whence Milton fays 


————-_—- The fouth 
Of Sufiana, to Balfara’s Laven. 


But he pronounces the word Bafra very im- 
properly, and makes alfo a confiderable mif- 
take, in putting into the mouth of the Temprer 
the name of a city, which wes not built till fix 
hundred years after the Temptation. ‘The princi- 
pal cities of Khuzifidn are, 1. TOSTAR or 
SHUSTER, the ancient Sufz, famous for a 
manufactory of rich velvets, 2. 4HWAZ, which 
has a large territory, or rather province around 
it: the country of Aswaz contains the fmaller 
oie of Corkéb, Dourék, Rambormoz, and Afcar 

12M. ‘ 


ARABIAN or Babylonian IRAK+, the ancient 
Babylonia or Chaldea, comprifes the diftricts, 


Folie Fel 
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which lie on each fide of the Tigris, and con- 
fequently has Mefopetamia on the weit, and Cé- 
Aiftdn or Paribia on the eat. This was the feat 
of the Babylonian princes; and the ruins of 
Babel or Babylon are ftill fhown at fome diftance 
from BAGDAD, the capital of the province; 
which was built in the middle of the eighth 
century by the Calif A/manfér. This city was 
raifed on the fpot, where 2 Perfian princefs 
had formerly built a palace, which the called 
the gift of Bag, the name of her idol; but 
Almanfor named it the Manfion of Peace, becaufe 
he had juft put an end to a fortunate war, when 
the city was finifhed. Bagdéd was alfo called 
ZAURA, by which name the illuftrious and 
amiable Togréi’ mentions it in his poem, 
entitled Lamia. The Arabians, who inhabited 
this City under the Califs, were remazkable for 
the purity and elegance of their diale&; whence 
Sadi boafts, that he knew the art of love, as 
well as a native of Bagdu / {poxe the language of 
Arabia. The Tartars, Perfians, and Turks have 
been fucceffively in poffeflion of this city: it was 
taken in the ycar 1638 by the Sultan Afrad If. 
and it has remained to this day in the hands of the 
Turkifo princes, for dhmed, who governed it in 
the prefent ceatury, had the addrets to defend it 
againft the repeated affaults of the Perfans. The 
other confidcrable cities of Irék are; 2. CUFA, 
from which the ancient drabieg letters are called 
Gifick, for the modern characters were not in- 
vented till the beginning of the tenth century. 
The neighbourhood of Cifa has been rendered 
facretl tothe Perfans by tombs of 4K, and 
his fon Hufein, who was killed on the Pate of 
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Kerbelé*. 3. HETF, remarkable for a fountain 
of naphtha or bitumen, with which, according 
to the Oriental tradition, the tower of Babel was 
built on the plains of Senaar. 4. MADAIN, near 
which the ancient Ctefiphon probably ftood; it 
was the metropolis of /raé in the reign of Perviz, 
whofe throne of maffy gold, covered with jewels, 
together with other ineftimable treafures, was 
found in it, after the battle of Cadz/ia, and plun- 


dered by the Arabs. 5. HOLVAN, where the ~ 


Califs ufed to refide in fummer for the frethnefs 
of its air; it ftands in the mountains between 
the two Jraks: and, laftly, BASRA a com- 
mercial City well known to our merchants; it 
is unpleafantly fituated, by reafon, of the un- 
common drynefs of the foil; but not far from 
it the river Obslla flows through a delightful 
valley, and makes it one of the moft beautiful 
fpots in 4fa. In this city was born the cele- 
brated Hariri, who compofed a moral work in 
JSifty differtations on the changes of fortune, 
and the various conditions of human life, in- 
terfperfed with a number of agreeable adven- 
tures, and feveral fine picces of poetry: the 


* Mr. Hawway has metamorphofed this Babylonian plain 
into a Pefias Prophet, whom he calls Gherdellai. (Vol. iv. 
Fage 74) Such a miftake is very eacufable, as the name of 


Kerbela rings, fays M. d’H rbelot, in al: the elegies that have" 


been sompoled on the death of Hufcin; but the worthy 
writer had too great a cpnfidence in his aathorities. The 
twelve prophets, cr, more properly, high-priefts of the 
Perfans, we Ali, Hafan, Huffin, Ali U1. Mobumned, Jafar, 
Mufa, Rina, Abu Tefen, dl Ill. Hafae UH. and @lahadi, 
who is fappofed by the zealots of the fe& to be fill living, 
and doomed to appear om the laft day with the Myfiah. 
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Ryle of thefe difcourfes * is 0 rich, clegant, 
and flowery, that a man, who underftands them 
accurately, may juitly be called a perfect matter 
of the Arabick language. 7 


PERSIAN IRAK, named alfo CUHISTAN or 
the mountainous country, and GEBAL, which has 
the fame fenfe in Arabick, feems to be the Parthia 
of the Ancients : it is remarkable, that the words 
Parthia and Perfia were both taken from one 
word, that is, Pars, or Parth, for the Afaticks 
had a letter, which they fometimes pronounced 
th, and fometimes s; Pars if ifies a Leoperd,® 
and the country might, per! » have taken its 
name fram its being infefted with beafts of that 
{pecies : but this is only offered as a conjecture, 
and the fact, on which it is s grounded, may hap- 
pen not to be true; it is, however, fome 
weight to this opinion, that the people pf Afa 
frequently gave names to countries from the 
animals which were found in them, or the plants 
which they produced: thus pate Africa was, 
very probably, named Libya Lebia }, which 
fignifies a Lionefs in the caftern dialefts. Jt may 
be worth whilc’to remark in this place, that the 
Old man of the mountain, who is mentioned in 
aur accounts of the Crufades, was no other 
than a Prince of the J/maelian family, who 
reigned in Gebal, or the mountainous province, 
wih the title of Sheikh, an Arabick word, figni- 
fying an Old mon as well as a Prince. 
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“The two Iraks are faid to be fine provinces; 
and their beauties are particularly defcribed by 


. the Perfian poet Khacéni in his poem entitled Jra- 


kein, the dual number of Irak. 


The principal cities of Cubifién are, 1. IS- 
PAHAN., which the Sef family made the Me- 
tropolis of their kingdom. The fplendour and 
riches of this city under Abbas, and his imme- 
diate fucceffors, are well known in eae by the 
relations of Chardin, who has defcribed them with 
a minute exactnefs; but for us, who prefer the 
genius of its inhabitants to the luxury of its 

ings, it will be fufficient to mention the learned 
men, who were born in it: the chief of them 
were Omdd Elcéteb, who publithed the life of 
Selébeddin, whom we call Saladin, in feven 
volumes, and on account of the Siege y Jerufalem 
in a feparate work, both written in a flowery and 
elevated ftyle; and the poet Kemaleddin, who 
left _a Dixdr, or colleftion of his elegant verfes. 
2. HAMADAN, an agrecable city, jituated near 
the mountain “/vénd, and remarkable for a freth 
and temperate air; it was the birth-place of an 
eloquent writer, who produced fome rhetorical 
difccurfes, in imitation of which, Hariri com- 
pofe:{ his admirable differtations. 3. KOM, where 
the richeft Per/ian filks were woven. 4. CASHAN, 
famous likewife for its manufactory of filk, and 
for the dangerous venom of its fcorpions, which 
has even pafled into a proverb. 5. CAZVIN, 


‘called alfo Gemdlabéd, or the Region o " Beauty, 


where many able fcholars, and learned ‘hiftorians 
were born. 6. REI, the moft northern city of 
Parthia, in which were born the fublime philofo- 
plier Fokbreddin, atid the phyfician, commonly 
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ealled Rézi, whofe works begin to be known 
in Europe, as thofe of Boerbave begin to be 
Rndied in Afa: and 7. NOHAVEND, celebrated 
for being the fcene of the laft battle, which the 
Perfians were able to give to the Arabs, who 

ained a complcte victory under the command of , 

'bn Yemen in the year of Chrift 641, on a day 
which the Arabians call * The victory of viftories. 
Thefe cities, together with Abber, Sava, and 
others, have been exactly defcribed by the 
traveller Chardin. 


The province of Cubifién has on the Eaft the 
vatt defert of Noubendigén, and, on the Weft, 
Azarbigian, the ancient Media ; its fouthern limits 
are the borders of Sufana; its northern, part of 
Dilem and Mazenderan. 


AZARBIGIANt, or Media, ARRAN or Atro- 
atia, and ARMENA, or Armenia, are confidered 
{ome Eaftern Geographers as One Province 

or Kingdom, and we may, therefore, defcribe 
them together. They are bounded on the eaft 
by part of Cubiftén, and the Ca/pian provinces, 
on the weft, by Riv, or the lower Afia; on the 
north they have Georgia and Circafia, on the 
fouth, a canton of Mefopotamia, and Curdijdn, 
part of the ancient 4fyria. The moft remark~ 
able cities of Azarbigidn are; 1. ARDEBIL, 
confidered as facred by the Perfians, for contain~ 
ing the tombs of Sefaddin and Heider, the vene~ 
rable anceftors of the Sef family. 2. TABRIZ, 


* Ta drabick gid! et ubetysl 
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commonly called Tauris, which, in the laft céne, 
tury, was a large and beautiful city, but has 
been much impaired during the late diforders 
in Perfia: it flands at the foot of a mountain, 
which the Greeks called Orontes, a word cor+ 
erupted, perhaps, from Orond; and a fmall river 
winds through its ftrects. ‘he air of Tauris is 
cool, dry, and fo healthy, that it is faid to have 
taken its name from its quality of refifting any 
noxious infection ; for Tab fignifies a fever, and 
Ris is the participle of Rikhten, to difperfe*. 
‘There was an ancient city, which ftood nearly 
in the fame place, and is called Tatpls by Proleny. 
The moft illuftrious perfon born at Tabriz, war 
the poet Hemdm, who flourifhed in the thirteenth 
century, and svas contemporary with Sadi. ‘There 
is a ve y agreeable ftory told by M. @Herbelot 
of thefe two poets, which, though forcign from 
the fubjett of geography, deferves to be inferted. 
Sédi, who fpent his youth in travelling, hapy 
pened to meet Hemém in a certain city, either in 
a bath or at a banquet: they converfed for a 
Jong time without knowing one another, and 
difcovered the placcs of their birth; fome time 
after, Hemdm, obferving that Sadi was almoft 
bald, a defect imputed to the air of Shiraz, 
fhowed him the bottom of a cup, which he held 
in his hand, and afked him /ozw it happened, that 
the beads of the Shirazians were like that cup : Sadi, 
without hefitating, took the cup, and, prefenting ‘ 
the hollow part of it to his companion, ¢ell me 
Sift, Said he, how it happens that the heads of the 
Tabrizians are like this. Hemim, who was very 
rich and well born, was furprifed at fo fnart’a 
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reply from a dervife, for Sadi ufed to travel in 
that drefs, and began to treat him with more 
refpect: * You come, faid he, from Shiraz; do you 
%* know Sadi? has he compofed any new piece of 
« poetry?’ Sadi replied, that he knew him, and. 
repeated fome of his fineft verfes. The other 
was highly pleafed with them, and afked him 
if the people of Shiraz fet any value on the poems of 
Hemam; he anfwered, that they were greatly ad- 
mired, and repeated a couplet taken from them, 
which intimated, “* that there was a veil between 
“ bis beloved and bim, but that it was time to 
“ remove it, and have a full view of her perfec- 
‘ tions.” Upon this they made themfelves known 
to each other, and cultivated the ftrifteft friend~ 
fhip till their death. e 


The great cities of Arran and Armenia are, 
GANGIA, and ERIVAN, its Capital, a laige but 
unpleafant town, without any fine edifice in it, 
or any other ornament than a number of gardens, 
and vineyards. §Some Geographers, and among 
them the prince of Hamab, place in Armenia 
the cities which we confider as belonging to 
Georgia or Gurgiftén; thefe are SHAMCUR, and 
TEFLIS, a city not large but tolerably clegant : 
it is wathed on the eaftern fide by the civer 
Ker or Cyrus, and defended on the other fides 
by ftrong and beautiful walls. 


SHIRVAN * and DAGHESTAN'$ or The coun- 
try of rocks, are thofe provinces which Milton calls 


+ wGadlo 


* ola 
a [By —The 


A DESCRIPTION or ASIA. 


The Hyrcanian cliffs 
Of Caucafus, and dark Iberian dales. 





The firft of them feems to be derived from 
Shir, a lion, and the fecond from Dégh, a cliff. 
Dagheftan, the ancient Albania, which is inha- 
bited by a bold and warlike race of banditti, 
called Leksies, reaches along the Ca/pian to the 
borders af the Ruffian Empire: it has on the 
north the vaft defert of Capchéc, which has ever 
been the nurfery of hardy and untamed war- 
riours; and extends from the MWolga to the im- 
menfe regions of north-eaftern Tartary or Siberia. 
The cities of Shirvdn are, 1. BACU, a port on 
the Cafpian lake, whence it is called the Sea of 
Baécu: 2. SM@AMAKHI, a city well known to 
the Rufians: and 3. DERBEND or the barrier, 
which ftands at the foot of Mount Caucafus or 
Keit.if, and commands the Cafpian: this place 
‘was called by the ancients Co/pie porte, by the 
‘Turks, Demir Capi, or, the gate of iron, and by 
the Arabs, Bébelabwab* or the important af 
* fage. Ut was anciently confidered as the boun- 
dary of the Perfian Empire, and an old king 
of Perfia built to the north of it a vaft wall, like 
that of China, which has been repaired at differ- 
ent times, in order to prevent the incurfions of 
the Abozérs, and other favage nations, who in- 
felted the rocks between the Ca/pian and 
Euxine feas. Some ruins of this mound are fill 
to be feen, and the cement of it is as hard as 
marble. ‘This city was once thought fo con- 
fiderable, that the governor of it had the privi- 
lege of giving audience in « golden chair, awhence 


- Literally The gate of gates. pe 
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the territory around it was called Serireddhehab, 
or, the throne of gold *. 


DILEM and GHILAN, the country, perhaps, 
of the ancient Cadufi and Gele, are defcribed 
together by the illuftrions Geographer Abi? 
Fedé, prince of Himab, who reckons but feven 
towns in them, neither of which are at all re+ 
markable: thefe provinces, according to him, 
contain two degrees from fouth to north, and 
about three from weft to eaft. Thefe two coun- 
tries, joined to TABERESTAN, and MAZEN- 

ERAN +, feem to form the great kingdom, 
called by the Ancients Hyrcenia and Mergiana. 
The capital of Mazenderin is, 4:TLRABAD, 
which flands in the territory of Ja jin; and the 
chief city of Taleretan is, AMOL, the birth- 
place of Ibn Joreir or Taberi, an exact and 
agreeable Hiftorian, whofe work was pub- 
lithed in Aradick at the beginning of the tenth 
century, and has fince been tranilated by eminent 
writers into Perfian and Turkifo. 


Khuarezm, or KHAREZM}, the country of 
the ancient Chorafmis, lies on each fide of the 
Oxus, as far as the place where it formeily 
difcharged itfelf into the Cafpian; fo that it be- 
longs partly to Irdn, partly to durdn: it has 

at Tartary on the north and north-caft, 
Rborafin on the fouth, and is boundcd on the 
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eaft the Tranfoxan inces. Thé word 
raed fignifi lig peel Berfan an eafy conqueft, 
and took its name, weare told, from an ex- 
prelfion of Cyrus, who, having in this country, 
defeated a numerous army of Turaniens, with 
little lofs on his fide, was heard to f 
Kharezmi bid, or, it was an eafy victory; a tradi- 
tion, which feems to prove the antiquity of the 
Perfian language, for Ream, in the modern 
diale&t, fignifies o battle, and Bid, it was. 
The Kharezmians Nave always been efteemed 
lovers of mufick and poctry; fome of their 
verfes are preferved in Arabick, which were very 
fprightly and elegant. They have not a very 
warm climate, for their rivers are generally 
frozen in winter. The principal cities of Kbarczm 
are, 1. CORCANGE, whofe inhabitants ufed to 
traflick in raw filk and faffron; it ftands on the 
welt of the Oxus, which in this place bends its 
courfe to the north. 2. CATH, once the capital 
of the, province. 3. HEZARESB, famous for a 
caftle almoft impregnable. 4. DARGAN, the 
firtt city which you enter, if you come from Meri 
in Khorafén. 5. ZAMAKHSHAR, renowned only 
for being the birth-place of a great fcholar and 
able grammarian, commonly cailed Zamakhjhari*, 
author of a moft learned and entertaining work 
in ninety-nine chapters, which he chofe to en- 
title 4/ Rabi, ‘or Vernal Recreation + : to thefe 
fities Abulfeda adds FARABR a fmall town clofe 
to the Oxus, near which the river is fordable, 
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BADAKHSHAN and TOKHARESTAN *, 
the countries of the ancient Mafagete, lie to- 
wards the fource of the Gibén or Oxus, and are 
feparated from Turén the diftrié& of Khotlén, 
and the town of Vakth/b, which ftands in a plea- 
fant and fruitful territory. There is a city alfo 
pamed Badakhfhén, near which are fome mines, 
where the da/a/t rubies are commonly found. 
We have a collection of poems by a native of 
this country, who is commonly called Badak/hi 5 
one of his couplets is quoted’ by M. d’Herbelot, 
in which he compares the life of man to an hour- 
glafs, that is always alternately high and low +. 
On the fouth of Badak/hén is the province and: 
city of CANDAHAR f, fituated in the moun- 
tains, which the Greeks called Paropamifus. 


ALGEZIRAH, or the Peninfula, for fo the 
Arabians call the province of Mefopotamia, lies, 
*as its Greek name imports, between the two 
rivers Tigris and Euphrates, or, as the Eafterns 
call them, Degelab, and Fordt. This extenfive 
country is divided into four Diér, or cantons, 
which ‘took their names from as many sdrabian 
tribes, who formerly fettled in them; that of 
Becr is beft known to our Geographers. The 
Principal cities of Mefopotamia are, 1. ROHA, 
called by our writers Edefz, which was taken 
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by the Crufaders, and afterwards recovered by 
the Perfians from Baldwin, King of Ferufalem. 
2. HARRAN, which the Romans called Carrbe, 
where Crafts and his army were defeated. 3. 
RACCA, not Araéta, as it is written in the maps, 
the birth-place of the aftronomer Baténi, 2 
very accurate obferver of theheavens. 4. NAS- 
SIBIN, the Nifibe of the Ancients, which has 
been a fubject of perpetual contention between 
the Perfian and Roman Emperors: and, 5. MU- 
SEL, near which it is fuppofed, that Niniveh 
was anciently built ; it was the native city of 
an excellent mufician, thence named Mié/zli, who, 
“py the power of his melody, is faid to have 
reconciled the Calif d/ Refbid to the fair Ma- 
ridah, his miftrefs, at whofe behaviour he had 
taken fome offence, 
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CHAP. IL 
THE TARTARIAN KINGDOMS. 


HE large and_ beautiful kingdom, which 

lies between the Gihén and Sibiin, or the 
ancient Oxus and Iaxartes, is called by the Per- 
fians TURAN *, by the Arabians, ‘Mawaran- 
nahar +, or, The province beyond the river, and by 
the Greeks Sogdiana, from the pleafant-valley of 
Sogd, which {hall prefently be defcribed: they 
mught have called it Mefopotamia, if that name 
had not been before applied to another country. 
It has Tibet on the eaft, and on the north, the 
vaft regions of Turkeftan or Scythia, which reach 
to the confines of the Ruffian and Chinefe Em- 
pires. The valley or plain of SOGD pales 
among the Afaticks for one of the moft delight- 
‘ful fpots in the world; it is an hundred and 
twenty miles in length, and fixty in breadth, 
and a large river, named Cai, rolls through it, 
which branches into a thoufand clear fireams, 
that water the gardens and cultivated lands, 
with which the whole plain is covered. In the 
midit of this vale flands the city of S4MAR- 
CAND, which was very rich and flourithing in 
the fourtcenth century: the territory is now 
‘pofleffed by the Uzbeks, a warlike nation, who 
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took it from the defcendants of Yamerlane. That 
Conqueror was born at CASH, a pleafant city, 
about a day’s journey from Samarcand. \n thort, 
Sugdiana lies in the fame climate with Jtaly and 
Provence, and has the advantage of a tky per- 
petually clear, the cooleft rivers, and the moft 
excellent fruits. The other famous citics of 
Tranfexiana are, 1. BOKHARA, through which 
the Ruffian merchants ufed to pafs in their jour 
neys to China; it was in this century the feat of 
a fovereign prince, whom Mirza Mabadi calls 
king of Bokhdra, by which he means the whole 
ternitory of Sogdiana. 2. NAKHSHEB, where 
a celebrated author was born, who wrote in 
Perfian a book called The Tales of a Parrot, not 
unlike the Decamerone of Boccace. 3. ZAMIN, 
where the fineft manna of all 4fa is gathered. 
4- OSRUSNAH, forrounded by a diftrid, that 
has four hundied ftrong caftles in it. 5. FAR- 
GANA, the birth-place of a great aftronomer, 
nfually ‘called Aifargéni, who Hourithed in the 
ninth century. The mountains near Fargéna 
abound in turkis-ftones, as well as in rich mincs 
of gold and filver. 


The vaft Empire, which lies beyond the Zax. 
artes, between the dominions of the Czar and 
the Emperor of Chinz, is called by the Afatichs, 
who {peak ccrretly, TURKLSTAN*, or, 
The country of the Oriental Turks, an ancient 
and martial people, who, under the names of 
Getes, Moguls, and Tartars, have, at different 
times, poured in great numbers into the more 
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wetern and fouthern kingdoms. ‘The principal 
cities of Turkefidn are, 1. BALASAGU. a which 
‘was once its Capital. 2. SHASH, which gives 
its name .to a river that flows from the ‘Sihiin, 
and joins another called Fardb. 3. SHAHRO- 
KAIA, built by Tamerlane upon dhe birth of his 
fon, whom he called Shabrokh, or, Check with 
the rock, becaufe he was Playing at chefs, and 
had juft beaten his adverfary by that ftroke, 
when he received news of the prince’s birth. 
This city ftands on the banks of the Iéxartes, 
over which there is a large and elegant bridge 
in this part. 4. FARAB, or FARIAB, other- 
wife called Otrér, the birth-place of two very 
learned men, the great philofopher and mufician 
Al Faridbi, and an able grammarian, known to 
us by the same of A/ Foiheri, ov, The Jeweller, 
who compiled a voluminons dictionary of the 
Arabick language, entitled $2646, in which the 

incipal words are illuftrated by chofen paflages 

m the old Arabian pocts*. There is nothing 
very.remarkable in the other cities" of Turke/én,* 
as [lék, Toncét, and the reft ; they ftand between 
the pincty-ninth, and hundred and firft degrees 
of longitude, and are between forty-one and” 
forty- from the Equator. The province of 


qd 


* This laborious {cholar loft his fenfes through an excefs of 
learning, and was killed by a fall in 2 mad attempt to fly 
with a pair of waxen wings. ‘The title of his work Sebab 
ci? fignifies purity, and alfo health; which gave occa- 


fion to a ridiculons miftake of a Freee Orientalift, who 
tranflatél the life of Tamerlane from the Arabick : the hifto- 
rian, {peaking of the death of a certain Arab, fays, be died 
Like ‘the autbor of Scbicb, that is, by a fall from rhe s0p of bis 
bouft, which the Frenchman, not knowing the allufion, 
tranflates, be died ix perftlt healthy _ 
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KHOTOLAN deferves, indeed, to be more par- 
ticularly mentioned; it lies between Tartary, 
Badakh foun, and the territory of Balkh ; its chief 
city, which has alfo a confiderable diftri around 
it, is named VAKHSH; and the whole country 
is reprefented as fruitful, pleafant, watcred by 
feveral rivulcts, and even rich in golden ore, 
which the ftreams often bring down the moun- 
tains mingled with their fand. 


At the extremity of Turkefin, ave the coun- 
tries of KHATA and KHOTEN, which border 
on China, and, in this century, were governed 
by an independent King, who fent an ambaila- 
dor to Nader Shab. The city of Khoten has a 
large territory round it of the fame name, which 
is famous for producing very fine mufk, equal 
to that of Tibet. A Perfan poct, quoted by 
Gélius in one of his manufcripts *, alludes 
tothe mufk of this country in the following 
paflage: ‘ When thy charming letter was 
© brought to me, I jaid; “ Is it the zephyr 
“ that breathes from the gardens, or is the fky 
“ burning wood of alocs on the cenfer of the 
“ fun? or is a caravan of mufk coming from 
“ Kbotent?” To underftand thefe veries, we 


* See the Biblicthéque Oricatale, p. 999. where, by fome 
accident, the original of the third verfe wr omitted. 
+ In Prfen, 
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muft know,, that the Afaticks have a cuftom of 
perfuming their letters, which they tie up in 
Tittle bags of fattin or damafk. The city of 
CASHGAR alfo, with its territory, belongs, 
according to fome writers, to Kbatéd; as well as 
KHANBALER, which the Eaftern Geographers 
place actually in the Chinefe Empire ; this is not 
the Cambalz of our travellers, which is properly 
called Cabalig, and ftands forty-four degrees 
from the Line, and an hundred and three 

the Canaries. CARACUM is likewife’a city of 
Khbatd, and is fituated in a large plain covered 
with black fand, from which it derives its name. 
All this extenfive Empire was conquered in the 
thirteenth century by Tamugin or Genghiz, who 
penetrated even into China, which his fucceffor 
Oédi almoft wholly fubdued, and took the city 
of Ném Kim, or Nang King, where the Chine/e 
prince ditin burned himfelf and all his family, 
that he might not fall into the hands of the 
Moguls. : 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Mm 
THE INDIAN EMPIRE. 


by the Perfians Hind, or HINDUSTAN* 

he Country of the Hindés : it is bounded on th 
weft and fouth by the Ocean, on the north b 
Candabér and Turan, on the eaft by Chin br China 
for fo the Afiaticks call the Peniniula beyond th 
Ganges, which comprifes the kingdoms of 7; 
pra, Afim, Aracan, and Siam, The country o 
Hind is divided into three parts; 1. Guzerat, 0: 
DECAN, inchoding moft of the fouthern pro 
vinces, and, among them, the city and territory 
of SUMENAT, where Sadi, as he tells us in hi: 
Boftan, had an adventure with the worlhippen: 
of an ivory image, whofe artful contrivance he 
deteéted atthe hazard of his life. 2. MALABAR. 
or, The country of the Malis, which includes what 
the Arabians call Beladelfulful, or, The land g 
pepper t, and is terminated on the fouth by the 
cape of Comron, famous for producing the beft 
aloe-wood, a favorite.perfume of the Afaticks : 
to the fouth weft of this promontory are the 
numerons iflands, which we call Maldives, and 
the Arabs Radihét, and a little to the fouth eaft, 
the famed Serandib or Seilin, which pro- 
duces fo many precious perfumes, jewels, and 
fpices. M. d’Herbelot remarks, that tte Ea/fern 


Te celebrated Empire of India’is calle 
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* Geographers fay nothing of the cinnamon, with 
which Serandjb abounds, and, as they call that 
{pice the wood of China, he imagines, with fome 
appearance of probability, that it was tranf- 
planted to Seilén by the. Chine, who, as it is 
currently reported, "had once @ great conection 
-with the natives of that ifland. Farther eaft- 
ward are the iflands ‘of Samander, or Sumatra, 
Rémi, or Lameri, which may, perhaps, be 
Java, though, by the accounts of it, one would 
take it for the fame with Samander, ‘and then 
Albinoman will be Fava, Félas, the Moluccas, and 
Mehrage, or Soborma, Borneo ; to which ifle the 
,Nafterns feem te confine their knowledge of 
ant Geography *; for what they call the 
ifle of Anam, is no other than the fouthern part 
of the peninfula, which the ancients named The 
Golden Cherfonnefe; and as to Sinf, Sili, and Sin- 
dafilat, they are rather ports‘on the coaft of 

» China than iflands. The city of Kbancii, which 
the learned African Prince Edrifs meniions, 
feems to be the Cantén of our merchants. 


-The third divilion of Hind is called MABER } 
by the Arabians, and extends from the gulf of 
Kengal on both fides of the Ganges as far north- 
watd as the ftraits of Kupele; and here we may 
obferve, that it is ufval with the Afeticks to give 
the fame name to the countries, which lie on 
both fides of any confiderable river: thus the 
province of Sind is divided by the Indus, Kha- 
rezm by the-Oxus, Paleftine by the Arden or Jor 


* They prorend, that 2 city called Yameit is fituated at 
the extremy of ou Hemifphere. « é 
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dan, Egypt. by the Nile, and this of India 
by the Lon Ms The ancient fyftem of ern- 
ment; which prevailed in this country, fens to 
have been perfectly feudal; all the territories 
were governed by Réi’s or Réjas, who held 
their lands of a fu) ¢ lord called Belbér, the 
feat of whofe refidence was the city of CAN- 
NOUGE, now in ruins. There is a curious 
book at Oxford, which was prefented to the 
Univerfity by Mr. Pope, and contains the pic- 
tures of all the Kings who reigned in India, from 
the moft early times to the age of Timfir, whofe 
defcendant Béber founded the monarchy of the 
Moguls at the opening ofthe fixteenth century. * 


DERLI, called alfo Shabgebinabéd, was the 
Capital of a kingdom, which bore the fme 
name, where a race of Mehomedan princes reisned 
before Tamerlane, who were lovers of poctry 
and eloquence, and liberal patrons of Icarned 
men: this City, as well as 2 great part of the 
dndian Empire, has been agrecably defcribed by 
M. Bernier, who tells a pleafing ftory of two 
Raja’s, named Gemel and Polta, who were be- 
fieged in a caftle by Sultan Achar, where, fcar- 
ing to be led in chains by an infulting Conqueror, 
they made 2 defperate fally, in which they loft 
their lives fighting boldly to the laft moment : 
he adds, that Achar ordered the ftatucs of thefe 
two illuftrious brothers to be cut in marble 
upon two clephants, and placed over the gates 
ha Debli. To the north weft of this city ftands 
Lahawar or LAHOR, the capital of Penjéb, or, 
The five Rivers, a province fo called, decaufe 
the /ndus is in that part divided into five large 
branches: it feems to have been the — 

king. 
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kingdom of Pér or Porus *, which is almoft the 
only Afiatick word, that the Greeks have not 
corrupted, Our travellers mention a fine road 
of two hundred and fifty leagues, with rows of 
beautiful ‘trees on each fide, that reached from 
Agra to Labér; and it is obfervable that the 
Perfians call that city alfo Rébver +, in allufion, 
perhaps, to this road. We cannot forbear men- 
tioning in this place the city of RENARES on 
the Gavees, famous for an academy or college 
of Indion priefts, commonly called Brar.ens, who 
once poileffed all the learning of India, and 
fpoke the language, in which Bid;.i wrote his 
excellent fables: there, are fome or this frater- 
nity remaining, but their Iearni:-7, it is pro- 
bable, has not been preferved among them in 
any grat degree, and their ancicnt language 
begins, like the Greek, to be refpected rather than 
known. : 


“In Parfiae_sg3 which Sgnifies alfo in Indian @ marfim," 


an abode, @ city; hence Bijapir, it ufually called 
Pifaper. 
+ In Perfar_y4® y literally, bowing « reed, 
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CHAP. W. 
THE TURKISH EMPIRE. 


Te peninfula of ARABIA, for {o it is called br 

the eaftern Geographers, has the gulf of Perf 
on the north-eaft, and the fea of Ommén on the 
fouth, whence the province, that lies between 
them, took the name of Bahrein, or, The Two 
Seas; it is bounded on the weit by the Basar 
Al Yemen, or Red Sea, which has alfo the name 
of Colzom, taken from a town of Egypt, now 
entirely ruined; on the north it has Shém or 
Syria.” The triple divifion of Arabia into Yemen, 
or the Happy, Hejéz, or the Defert, and Hajar, 
or the Stony, is welt known to every reader; yet 
it will not be ufelefs to add a fhort defcription of 


thofe three provinces. 


YEMEN*, a delightful country, which had its 
Arabick name from the advantages of its fitua- 
tion, is divided from Hejéz by high mountains 
and vaft deferts; it produces the fineft incenfe, - 
and other valuable perfumes: the fweetnefs of 
its fruits, the refrefhing fhade of its woods, and 
the coolnefs of its rivers, which flow perpetually 
down the mountains, make ample amends to 
its inhabitants for the heat of the climate, which 
mutt needs be very intenfe, as the city of ADEN 
is but eleven degrees from the Line. Its other 

rincipal cities are, 1. SAN AA, which was the 
feat of the Zobai’s, or ancient kings of Yemen. 
2. ZEBID, nearly in the fame latitude, a com- 
mercial city, known to the merchants, who fail 
from Ethiopia or India. 3. Mareb, or Saba, the 


we 
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city of the Arabian Princefs who vifited Stlomon, 
fituated in a fertile territory called HAD- 
HRANUT, the Hedramytene of Ptolemy. We 
muft not omit, that the entrance into the Red 
Sea is called by the Arabians the gate of tears *, 
becanfe that part of the ocean is extremely dan- 
gerous. 


HETAZ, or the Defert, is principally celebra- 
ted for its two cities, frie pee birthplace of 
Mahomed, renowned over all Afia for its Céaba, 
or Square Temple, which the old Arabians ufed'to 
decorate with the moft beartiful compofitions of 
their pocts, written in golden charatters on the 
filky paper of Egy; and 24TRER, or Teita, 
called alto, by excellence, ALMEDINA, ov The 
City, in which the Arabian lawgiver was buried. 


The chief city of HAZAR is 11M 43.4, which 
gives its name to the territury around it: this 
was the country of the ancient pecple called 
Thamid +3 who were extirpated, according to 
the traditions of .dra¥u, for refufing to break 
their idols at the command of the prophct 
Sahih. 





SH.ZMt, or Syria, has Hajar on the fonth, and 
part of the lower 4fa on the north ; its eaftern 
ern limits are the Fupbrates and the 
This country is fo well known 
to our hiftorians, ancient and modern, and to 
all our travellers and merchants, that very 
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little needs be-faid of it in this place; there is 
fearce a city init, which has not had its particular 

+ hiftory, written in feveral volumes by authors, 
who ieemed to forget how fmall a part of the 
globe they inhabited, compared with the vaft 
Empires defcribed in the preceding pages. The. 
two principal cities of Syria arc, 1. DAMASHC, 
or Damafeus, near which is a valley or plain 
reprefented by the Arabians as 4 moft charming 
fpot, and one of the .four paradifes of Afia. 
2. HOLAB, or Aleppo, where the learned Pocock 
acquired fo perfeft a knowledge of the Arabick 
language. 3. JERUSALEM, or Alcods, The Holy, 
which 1s fill held facred by the Mahomedans, 
who, whatever may be faid to the contrary, are 
certainly & fect of Chriftians ; if, indeed, they 
deferve the name, while they follow the impious 
herefy of Arius. 


RU M*, or the Roman provinces, which are alfo 
called Anatolia, have the Empire of Iran on the ecaft, 
and are bounded on the other fides by the Bleck 
Sea, the Archipelago, and the Mediterrancen; this is 
the country fo juftly famed for producing many 
of the great pocts and fine writers of the ancient 
world, fo that, whatever may be faid of the 
Perfian and Arabian compofitions by thofe who 
are unable to read them, it cannog be denicd 
even by them, that Afia has given birth to men of 
the brighteft parts, and the moft exalted genius. 
The Thracian Befplerus, fo frequently mentioncd 
in the fiétions of the old poets, feparates this part 
of Afia from the city of CONSTANTINOPLE, 
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which 
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‘which was made the feat of the Turki/b Sultans 
in that memorable period, when darning revived 
in Italy, and the art of printing, which was then 
invented, ferved to promote and to fix it; when 
our apartments were firft adorned with the vafes 
of China and the filks of India; when a new world 
was difcovered and fubdued ; when the light of 
reafon and Kberty was fpread over part of 
Chriftendom, and gelivered it from the wort of op- 


preflion, the tyranny of fuperfition and impoftures 
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————Here thou beholdit 
Afjria, and ber Empire's ancient bounds, 
Araxes, and the Cafpian lake; thence on 
As far as Indus eait, Euphrates welt, 
And oft beyond————For now the Parthian king 
In Ceefiphix hath gathered all his hott 
Againg the Seyrbian, whofe incurfions wild 
* Have waited Segdiana. 
MILTON. 
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CHAP L 
THE PISHDADIAN FAMILY. 


ATUMARAS *, who feems to be the King Before 
of Elam mentioned in the Scripture, “4t#7 

founded the Perfian Empire, and fixed the feat u—— 
of it in the province of Azarbigian. He was 
oppofed in his noble enterprifes by the in- 
habitants of the mountains and forefts, who, 
like the wild Yartars and Arabs, dwelled in tents 
orcaverns, and led a rambling life among rocks 
and in deferts. The rude appearance of thefe 
Savages, compared with the more polifhed 
manners of thofe, who firft began to be civilized, 

we rife to the filtion of Demons and Gianfs among 
the Perfians, who call them Dives and repre- - 
fent them as declared enemies to Man. 


HU SHENG}, Grandfon of Caiumaras, wat, 
probably, contemporary with Minos, and, like 
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B.C. 863. him, was eminent for his Juftice and excellent 
“Y™ Laws, which gained hit the farname of Pi/b- 
did*, or The Legiflater, whence the firlt race of 
Perfian Kings took the name of Pi/tdadians. 
He taught Agricultare to his tubjects, and made 
great improvements in the art ; he advifed them 
to water their ficlds with artificial canals, a 
cuftom ftill frequent in Perfa, where the foil is 
uncommonly dry. He alfo difcovered mines of 
iron in his kingdom, which metal he wrought 
into weapons, and tools for hufbandry. He 
was the firh, who bied dogs and ards for 
hanting, and introduced the fafhion of wearin; 
the furs of wild beafts in winter. He is allo 
{aid to have built the city of Shujer or Sufa, to 
have extended the bounds of bis Empire, and 
to have penetrated as far as the coaft of the 
Indian Sea. 
B.C.%5  FAAMU RAS fuccecded his father Hu/beng; he 
built feveral cities in the two provinces of frak, 
and among them Bade! or Babylon, and Niniveb, 
near the ruins of which the cities of Bagdad and 
Mufel are now fuppofed to ftand. We affigned 
the government of thefe cities, with large ter- 
ritorits annexed to them, to his moft illuftrious 
Miniftcrs, who are known to us by the names of 
Afyrian and Babylenian Monarchs, though, moft 


pobably, they payed homage to the fovercign 
jords of fran. 


This prince encouraged arts and manufactures, 
and particularly the planting of rice, and the breed- 
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ing of filkrworms ; he firft ufed a complete {uit of B.c. 245. 
armour, and civilized many barbarous nations, 
whence he was called Divbend*, or, The Tamer 

of Giants, 


4 

GEMSHID + finithed the City of [fakbar, or, B.C. tom 
as the Greeks called it, Perfepolis, which his uncle 
Tabmuras had begun, and the ruins of which 
are itil fhown, by the name of Ghehlmindr }, 
or, The Forty Pillars. He introduced the ufe of ~ 
the Solar Year among the Perfians, and ordered . 
the Girft day of it, called Nuriz ||, when the Sun 
enters the Ramafto be folemnized by a fplendid 
feltival. This gave a beginning to Aftronomy 
among his fubjects, and at the fame time, per- 
haps, to the idolatrous refpeét, which the com- 
mon people afterwards fhowed to the Sun. 
Gemjid, or Gem, for he is known by both 
names, was 4 wife and magnificent prince: 
he was the fir, who inftituted publick baths, 
and encouraged his fubjeéts to dive for pearls 
in the Green Sea, or Perfian Gulf; be invented 
tents and pavilions, and difcovered the ufe of 
lime in building: he built a ftrong bridge ov. 
the Tigris, which, according to the df 
writers, was demolifhed by the Greeks. Yet 
this illuftrious monarch was unfortunate in 
war: he was driven from his throne by Zohdc, 
a native of Arabia, and {pent the remaindcr of 
his life in travel. The Queen, his wife, faved 
her fon Feridun from the ufurper, and educated 
him in a diftant retreat. ‘The Perfians fay, that 





* Kg + Ont 
foe day 


nfcal 
pre 


sii ‘A snont HISTORY oF PERSIA. 


B.C. toe. mufcal inflrumenis were invented in the reign of 
Sv Gemfbid; and they add, that Pythagoras and 
Thales were his Contemporaries. 


B.C. 7%, ZOHAC*, the Ufurper, was a deteftable 
Tyrant: his cruelty forced the Perfians to re- 
volt, and a General, named Géo, having de- 
feated him, drew the young Feridéin from his 
retirement, and placed him upon the throne. 


B.C.75, FERIDUN is confidered by the Perfians as a 
model of every virtue: he gave the province of 
Jrak or Parthia to his Deliverde Géo, as a prin~ 
cipality for life; and having fent for the flandard, 
which that officer ufed in his battle againit 
Zebéc, he adorned it with precious ftoncs, and 
preferved it in his treafury j. 


Feridun, withing to {pend the laft years of 
his life in a ftudions retirement, divided his vaft 
dominions between his three fons: he allotted 
Syria and the weftern provinces to Salm, who 
‘was, perhaps, the Salmanafer of the Jews; he 
gave the country beyond the Oxus to Tir, 

* whence the Yranfoxan Regions were called 
Tirén, and affigned the kingdom of Kborafan 

* and all the heart of his Empire to Jrage, his 
youngeft fon, whole fhare took the name of 


‘Se - ty yous 

$ This Standard, which bore for many ages “the name of 

Govéni, ity {s faid to have been brought into she field 

by the laft King of the Safaxian race, when his army engaged 
zra; butit 


the Arabs at Cadefia in the year 636 of our was 
taken by Sead, Omer’s general, who difributed the jewels, 


which it, among hia officers, ‘ 
= Tritt, 
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Tran, which it ftill retains. The two elder B.C-730. 
brothers, thinking this divifion partial, made “~~~ 
war againit Jrage, and flew him in a cruel 
manner, they would even have dethroned 
fade ed pet Mosher, fon of sTrages 2 

outh of t hopes, a arma 
Jeaink then, and oy the death of A 
father. This divifion of the Perfian empire 
jnto Iran and Turan has been a fource of per- 
petual diffenfions between the Perfians and Tar- 
tars, as the latter have taken every opportuni 

of pafling the Oxus, and laying waite the dif- 
tricts of Aberafee gethey have even pushed their 
conquefts fo far, as to overturn the power of - 
the Califs, and afterwards to raife a mighty 
Empire on the banks of the Ganges. 


MANU CHEHER* made great improvements B.C. 720, 
in the government of Perfia, and was the firk =~ 
ho began to fortify his cities with ramparts and 
ditches. He was fond of improving gardens, 
and of cultivating curious plants. He was not 
fortunate in war, though his General and Vizir, 
the fon of Neriman, was the braveft hero of his 
age. In his reign the celebrated Roftam is faid 
to have been born of Rudéba, an Indidn prin- 
cefs, by Zalzer or The golden-haired, a youth of 
exquifite beauty and eminent virtues: but, as 
Roftam was, certainly, 2 Commander under 
Cyrus, he muft, if we place bim under 

lanucheber, have lived above an hundred and 
fifty years; which is fcarce credible, though fuch a 
fidtion may be allowed in the poems of Ferduf.. 


NUZAR, 
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B.C. 695, » NUZAR*, fon of Manucheber, fucceeded to 
~~ the diadem, but not to the glory, of his father. 
* While his court was torn in pieces by a number 
of factions, Afrdfidb, King of Térén, a lineal 
defcendant from Tir, fon of Feridin, paffed the 
Oxus with a formidable army, and, having de- 
feated the Perfian Monarch, flew him with his 
own hand. ‘This Invader reigned twelve years 
in Perfia, but was forced by Zalzer, or The 
Prince with Golden Hair, to repafs the Oxus, and 
return to his own dominions. It is more than 
probable, that Afrafiéb was a common name for 
the Kings of Afatick Tartarg fince the grand- 
father of Cyrus, whom we commonly call 4/- 
tyages, bore the fame name, and we cannot fup- 
ie Him to have been the firt invader of 
1 fia te 


B.C. 66; It was not long before the Turanians invaded 
Tran a fecond time, and, by forcing the great 
commanders of Perfia to defend their own 
Principalities, reduced the power of the Perfian 
Kings to a fhadow. Afrafidb, cither the monarch 
above-mentioned, or another of his name, is 
reckoned the ninth king of Pea. 


B.C.639. ZAI} was a Prince of the royal linc, and was’ 
placed on the throne by Zalzer, but enjoyed only 


* 835 
+ The family of Osbmex, who now reign at Conflantinaple, 
are willing tobe reputed defeendana from this Kit of Tm en, 
and are flattered with the Epithet of frase Tab, of 
ole Sala I Powerful as Afrafish, 
td 


the 
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the title of King, as the Turanians bad overrun B C. 639. 
great part of his Empire, and kept him in con- 

tinual alarm. Thefe are the Scythians of our 
Ancient Hiftories, who are faid about this time 

to have imvaded the kingdom of the Afedes ; 

but our beft hiftorians are apt to confound them 

with the Scythians of the North. 


GERSHASP *, fon of Zav, or KISHTASP, as B.C. 635 
fome writers call him, reigned but a few years, 
if it could be called reigning, to have the xame 
of King, and to be more helplefs than his fub- 
jetts: he was the Jait prince of the Pisbdadianr. 
During the reign of thete monarchs in Perfa, 
if we believe our Chronologers, Dido built 
Carthage, Homer wrote his Poems, which were 
afterwards brought into Greece by Lycurgus; the 
Pyramids of Egypt were raifed by Cheops, Cephren, 
and Nitocris; the Afjrians founded a powerful. 
Dynafty ; Athens was firft governed by drchons ; 
and Sabaco, whom the Perfans call Cas Pildend+, 
or with the Teeth of an Elephant, becaufe he Grit 
made ufe of that beaft in his wars, became 
famcus in Ethiopia, and fpread his arms over all 
Africa. This warriour was contemporary with 
Feridin, who reigned, as we have feen, feven 
hundred and fifty years before Chrift, at which 
time, fays Newtcr, Sabaco the Ethiopian in- 
vaded Egypt. Rome, the rival of Carthage and. 
Athens, was built in the reign of Gerfhafp. 
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CHAP. i. 
THE CAIANIAN FAMILY. 


B.C. 610. 'HILE Zalzer, the moft powerful prince 
babe of Perfia, was encamped in his province 
of Seifén, the Drangiana of the Greeks, fra- 
fiab, who had fubdued all Media, confidered 
himfelf as Sovereign of the Empire. By this 
time, another fon of Zav, named Cobéd, began 
to diftinguith himfelf in his engagements againft 
the Turanions, and, being aliited by Zalzer, 
whofe fon Rofam was very young at this time, 
he was enabled to drive the invaders from Jran, 
and to place himfelf upon the threne of his 
anceftors. Ai/chylus, who flourifhed but an 
hundred years this event, rightly attributes 
the recovery of the Empire to this prince, 
whom he calls a Mede, in bis Tragedy of the 
Perfians : * The firft Leader of the army, fays he, 
“ was a Mede; the next, bis fon, completed 
* Cr rather prom this work, for wifdom 
“ guided his mind: the third was Cyrus, a fors 
“ tunate -Man *.” It is evident, that thefe 
three Kings are Cai Cobéd}, Cai Cats, and Cai 
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Cofix or Khofra; whom the Greeks cali Cyaxeres, B.C. 610 
Darius the Mede, and Cyrus, The firk fyllable of ——w—~= 
Cyaxeres is apparently the Cai of the Perfians, ~ 
which fignifies « Great King, and was prefixed 

to the names of thofe three princes, whence the 

whole race were named Caianians. The Ancients 

tell us, that Cyaxeres flew the Scythian Chiefs at 

a feait, to which-he had invited them; but the 
Eafterns are filent on this head, and it feems 

more probable, that the Tartars were compelled 

by force to repafs the Oxus; our authors make 

them retire beyond Cholcos and Iberia, confounding, 

as ufual, the Oriental with the Northern Scythians. 

Cai Cobéd made feveral wife lations in his 
kingdom, and ordered the publick roads to be 
ciiaed into parfangs or {paces of about four 

tuiles. 


CAI CAUS* is called by our writers Darius B.C. 60a; 
the Mede, and it may here be obferved, that 
Dara, or the Soversign, was rather an Epithet than 
a proper name of the Perfian Kings; fo that the 
Daricks, or pieces of money, which were known 
at Athens, might have been coined by any Per- 
fan Monarch, and have born that name without 
the lcaft impropriety. We muit alfo remember, 
that the Afatick Princes had feveral different names 
6r titles, which citcumftance has been the fource 
of great confufion in our hiftories of: the Eaft. 
‘the Perfan writers mention nothing of the 
Lydian war ; they only fay, that Cai Casis carried 
bis arms inte the lower Afia, and was very fuccefs- 
ful in bis enterprife. The Turanians, led by an- 
‘other Afgafiab, invaded Perfa a third time, and 
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B.C. 600-Jayed waite the province of Media. Siave/b, 
“~~ fon of Cai Céiis, being unjuftly accufed by 
Sudaba, his father’s concubine, of an attempt to 
violate her, went over to Afrafiab, who received 
him with open arms, and gave him his daughter 
in marriage. This Princefs was called Mirenkis 
by the Perfians, and Mandane by the Greeks, who 
had a fingular fondnefs for foft and melodious 
names, and negleéted truth itfelf for a pleafing 
found. A few months after her nuptials, Siave/b, 
who deferved-a longer life, was killed by a 
brother of Afrafab, and the Princefs, of whom 
Kbofre was {oon after born, was obliged to fly 
with her iifant. The young Aiofre was, fome 
years after, feen by a Perfian General, who 
uciied by his features that he was the fon of 
iave/b, and, his conjecture being confirmed by 
the Princefs his mother, he brought them both 
into Perfia, where Cai Céus embraced his Grand- 
fon with the higheft joy imaginable, and, after 
a thort interval, refigned his throne to him. 


wc. 568. CAI KHOSRU *, or CYRUS, whom the Per- 
fians confider almoft as a Demi god, determined 
to avenge she death ot his eres and to deliver 
his kingdom from the tyranny of /frafiab. He, 
peler os affembled all his fal ds and gave 
battle to the Ufurper, who, on the other fide, 
was fupported by the Kings of Khatef and India : 
but the valour of Cyrus, and of his General 
Roeflam, prevailed againft the united powers of 
fo many Sovereigns, and Afrafiab loft his life in 
the mountains of Media. This War is celebrated 
in a noble Pocm by the illuftrions Ferdufi, who 
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pod well be called the Homer of Perfia. What-3.c. 561. 
er our Chronologers fay, it is not ealy to con- Ww 
ceive, that the Jews were delivered by this Cyrags 

the name Corefb, ufed by Yaiab, has no affinity. 

with the Perfian word Khofrw, and we cannot 
fappofe any corruption in the facred Text; 
whereas all the Perfian writers agree that a 

prince, named Corefb, who was fent by Babaman, 

fon of Asfendiar, to govern Babylon in the room 

ot Baltazar, a€tually protected the captive Jews, . 

and permitted them to rebuild their Temple. 

Our hiftorians, perhaps, deceived by the name 

Gyrus, which the Grecks gave both to Khofre 

and to Corefb, have fixed the return of the Jews 

much earlier than the truth. : 


LOHORASP * was placed on the throne be- 3.C. sxe, 
fore the death of Cyrus, who lived fome years 
after his refignation. One would think at firft, 
that he was the Camby/es of the Greeks ; but no- 
thing can be more different than the characters 
of Cambyfes and of Loborafp, the firt being de- 
{cribed as a cruel tyrant, the fecond as a virtuous 
and amiable Prince. He had a General named 
Guderz +, who, according to the Oriental writers, 
puthed his conquefts very tar into the weft: 
this conqueror is fuppofed by Mirkbond and 
others to be Nebucha inezzar, who, we know, in- 
vaded Syria and Judea; but he feems to have been 
the Prince, whom the Greeks called Xerxes, and 
who might, perhaps, have had the title of Riz, 
after his viftories ; for it muft be remember 
that a word, which fignified King, was applied 
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by the Perfians to Governor of 2 provin 
ad the lofty title, of Kings, which thar 


monarchs afterwards ‘was no more than 


Ruler of Rulers, or, Chief of feveral Chiefs. It 


B.C. 500. 


is certain, that the Perfians have no monarch 
named Xerxes, or even Shirfbib, from which the 
Greek name is faid to be derived; and, though 
we can hardly fuppofe the word to be cor- 
rupted from Guderz, yet, when we reflect that 
the more modern Greeks have made Varanes of 
Bebaram, we cannot wonder at the corrupti- 
ons of the Ancients. Our Chronologers piace 
the reign of Xerxes after Darius Hy talpet, and 
he might, perbaps, have outlived Loborafp 
and his fucceffor. 


KISHTASP *, whom the Gieeks call Darius, 
the Son of Hye, transferred the feat of Km- 
pire from Balkh in Khorefan to [fekhar, for which 
reafon he was better known to the Europeans 
than Lobora/p, who led a retired life in the moft 
Eaftern province of his kingdom. In his rei 
Zerdufbt or Zeratifot, whom we know by the 
pame of Zoroafer, pudlifhed his moral work 
called Zend, or The book of Life, which was fol- 
lowed by his Pazend, or a further Confirmation 9) 
his Dodirine, as the ¢ word feems to imply : bot! 
thefe traéts were afterwards explained in a 
commentary entitled Ya/ta or Avafta; they in- 
culcated the dodtine of two Principles, and ré- 
commended the worfhip of the princi 
under the allegory of Light, which they Coral 
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the bad, whofe Emblem was Darkagh. The B.C. 500. 
Ros was much inclined to this do@rine, and v—~4 
railed a number of * temples to the Sun, the 
fountain of Light; which the people, as ufual, 
‘conceiving in a grofs and literal fenfe, began to 
adore the Effect inftead of the Caufe, and the 
figure inftead of the archetype: the pricits took 
the hint, and the Sun or Mibra, became really to 
them, ‘as our Alchymifts abfurdly confider it, 
@ powerful Elisir, which transformed their bafe 
metals into gold. The Chief of Zeratijt’s 
Scholars was Fama/p +, who publithed a ftrange 
work upon Aftrology. Not many years before 
this fingular man, Confucius, or Cumfugu, as the 
Miflionaries write his truc name, reformed and 
polifhed the People of China ; and Solon, his con- 
temporary, a fublime Poct, as well as 2 perfect 
Statefman, madcadinirable laws for the Athenians; 
fo that this period was the age of Philefophers and 
Law-givers. 


ARDESHIR}, or BAH.AMAN, farnamed B.C. 44 
Dirazdeft |, or, The Long-banded, is, no doubt, 
the Artaxerxes of the Greeks, who called him 
Macrokbeir, 2 name literally tranflated from the 
Perfian, and implying only a very extenfive 
power. We may lafely place the building of the 
fecond temple under the reign of this prince ; 
fince, for the reafons before alledged, which 
appear very decifive, and are confirmed by the 
tehimony of the Perfan Hiftorians, we cannot 
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afcribe tite delivery ot the ews to the firkt Gyrus. 
The Eafterns affure us, that Ardefbir fent A 
prince, named Corefb, defcended from Lobar-yp, 
to punifh Baltazar, fon of Bakbinaffar,* who 
was m very infolent in his government of 
Babylon; that Corefa conquered Baltazer, and 
was raifed by the King to the fupreme command 
of that City, where he proteéted and encouraged 
the captive Jews. The Perfians could have no 
inducement to invent this tale, and as it was 
recorded in the oldeft Annals of the kingdom, 
we cannot help giving fome credit to it. They 
tell us alfo, that Bakbtnaffar fignified, in old 
Chaldean, The Servant of Naffer, an idol of the 
Babylonians; but it feems a better opinion, that 
the true word was Nebohadonaffar, derived from 
Nebo, Hadon, and Afar, which, we know, were 
names of three Affyrian deities *. 


HOMA4/ +, a name which fignifies The Bird 
4 Paradife, was the daughter of Ardefbir, and 
at on the throne during the intancy of her fon 
Daras. She raifed a fomptuous palace in the 
city of [fsktir, tome pillars of which remain 
to this day ; fhe built alfoa city called Semrem, 
whence the learned M. d’Herbelot fappofes her 
to be Semirainis ; but our Chrenolo; place 
He reign of that Princefs three hundred years 
earlier, 


* Refam, the fon of Zalzer, is faid to have been killed by 

a ftratagem of drdeir, and, by that account, he mu have 

lived at leaf an hundred years. Higpecrates and Demscritus, 

both according to the Eafera traditions and our own bifto~ 
‘sies, flourithed in the reign of this Monarch. 
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ARAB, or DARA *, whom the Greeks call 3 C- 424- 
ThA.Baftard, fucceeded to Homdi. Here the 
Perfiad hiftories begin to be full of abfurd fables, * 
‘Fonwe may fappole that the Records of thefe 
timgs were loft or neglected during the Grecian 
Wi The Faftern writers tell a ftory of Da- 
rab, Which has quite the air of a romance ; 
“ that Me was expofed by his mother, like the 
* Hebrew Lawgiver, on a river, which by its 
“ yapid current carried him to the habitation of 
“ a dyer, who knew him to be a child of high 
© birth by the trinkets, which adorned is 
* cradle; that hc was educated by this honeft 
* man, who fent him to the wars, where he 
“ diftinguifhed himtelf in fighting againft the 
“ Greeks ; that, being introduced to the queen 
“as a brave youth, fhe knew him by the 
« jewels which he wore, and which his reputed 
.* father bad reftored to him.” So fac we may 
indulge thefe writers in the liberty cf embellifh- 
ing their Chronicles with lively tales; but we 
cannot fo eafily excufe them, when they make 
Alexander the fon of Durab, and tell us of a 
danghter of Philip, whom the king of Perfia 
married, but fent back to Macedon after his 
nuptials, becanfe he found her lefs agreeable 
‘than he fuppofod her to be. Thefe are ftories, 
which would be unworthy of The Thoufand and 


One Days. 


There feems in this place to be a chalm of B.C-400, 
many years in the annals of the Perfians ; for they 
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B.C. 400. fay nothing of Ardefeir, fon of Dara, by * ohh fe 

ev zddeh, or Parfitt, whofe brother Cyrus td the 
Greeks to Babylon in that memorable expedition. 
which Xenophen fo elegantly relates ; nor of The 
third ardor, whom onr hiftorians ca'l Gubus, 
nor of Arogus, whofe true name it has ~.* been 
in my power to difcover. Now if wéAuppofe, 
as we reafonably may, that thefe thrice Kings 
reigned about twenty-one years each, we’ fhail 
bring the reign of Dara the Younger to the year 
337 before Chrift, which will agree tolcrably 
well with the Chronologers both of 4/2 and 
Europe. : 





B.C.13% DARA the Younger is bettcr known fo us, 
than to the natives of Perfia; we may, however, 
be deceived in his character, for we reprefent 
him asa mild and benevolent prince, while they 
affert that he was fevere, cruel, implacable.+ 
. The Perfians cannot comprehend the motives 
that induced A‘exander_to invade the dominions 
of Dara; and they affign a number of ridicu- 
lous rains for it, which are tao abfurd to be 
related: in many points, however, they a; 
with our hiftorians. The fuccefs of ‘Alxavter, 

- and the battle of Arde? +, or Arbela, are too 
well known to need any farther defcription.” 
Dara was affaffinated about three hundred and 

‘birt years before our Epoch, and the Mo- 

narchy of the Caianians was transferred to the 

Greeks. While this family were on the throne 

of Perfa, the light of reafon, and that of liberty, 
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which ever attends it, were fpread over the other B.C. 337. 
pats of the world. Harmodius and Ariftogiton' 
lew us Tyrant of Athens, and the’ Lyrick Poets 
" ‘vid with each other in finging their praifes ; 
wi Id Brutus, nearly at the fame time, in- 
cite} {he Romans to expel their Oppreffors, 
wholdXices made the very name of King de- 
teftable\y and, during the twenty-feven years 
of the Peloponnefian war, Athens gave birth, as 
Af-bam was fond of obferving, to more able Com- 
manders, Orators, Poets, Hiftorians, and Philofo- 
pert, than the whole earth befides could ever pro- 
luce. : 


How long the Greeks were able to hold the 
Perfian Empire in their own hands, or whether 
they ever intended to exclude the princes of 
Perfia from ali fhare in the government; *are 

ints not cafy to be fettled with any certainty ; 

ut, if we fuppofe that tie fifteen kings of the 
Ajbeanians, who reigned re the birth of 
Chriff, fat on the throne twenty years each, onc 
with another, we fhall place the rife of that 
family three hundred years before our epoch s 
which calculation will not feem much amifs, if 
we believe, what the Perfazs affure us, that the 
fucceffors of Alexander referved for themfelves 
only frak or Parthia, and Perfa properly fo 
called, but refigned the more Eaftern provinces ta 
the princes of the royal family ; while the defcen- 
dants of Seleucus reigned in Syria, The founder 
of this race was * Afbac, or Arfoac, whom the 
Greeks tall Arfaces 5 his fucceffors, who were 
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led Kings of Parthia by our Hiftorians, reigged 
till about two hundred years after Chrif, And 
are famous for nothing but their Wares againft 
the Romans, in which were always valigin, 
and often fuccefsful. © laft, Prince, ce? the 
Sfocanians, or Parthians was Ardavin *,. “gown 
to us by the name of Artabanus, agai 2 whom 
Ardefbir revolted, and transferred the e/hpire to 
the Saffaniaxs. 


* oll 
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, CHAP. IL 
THE SASSANIAN FAMILY. 


ft TR BABEGAN*, whom oor writers 4. D. 202. 
call Mrtaxares, was the fon of Saffan, a man “~~? 
originally in a low ftation of life, but defcended 
from a fon of Ardefbir the Long-handed, who was 
difinherited in favour of Homdi. He was furnamed 
Babegan from Babeg, his grandfather, who was 
2 Pajian prince of eminent rank, and was fo 
Plea fed with the amiable qualitics of Safan, his 
epherd, that he gave him his daughter in mar- 
riage. Ardefoir was bold and warlike, yet 2 
wife and learned Frince, and is faid to have 
compofed two excellent books, the firft, a Cir- 
ndmat, or a Commentary of bis life and aétions, 
the fecond, a moral work, of which Nu/tirvén 
the Great, fome ages after, publifhed a fecond 
edition. Thefe were employments truly worthy 
of great Princes; but the Kings of Europe have 
not written many Céradma’s, nor given many 
Jeffons of morality. 


SHAPOR t, fon of Ardefair, whom we call 4.D.24s, 
Sapores, built many cities in Perfa, and rebuilt 
that of Nifbapér ||, which the Macedonians had 
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4D. 343. deftroyed. The name of this city is compoungied 
wen of Shapér added to Nié or N&, a reed, fe 
its ruins were 0° wo with 2, “when 
Shapér firkt faw it. This Prince was vety fucgel.- 
ful in his wars againft the Roman Emperor’: he 
reduced all Syria and Cilicia, and tool Eferian 
prifoner, but was checked in his carg.y'py the 
more fortunate arms of Odenatus. Infnis reign 
Méni * a Painter, having learned by the con- 
verfation of fome Chriftians, that the Redeemer 
bad promifed to fend a Comforter after him, formed 
the wild defign of patling for the Paraclete ; 
and, as no opinions are fo abfurd, which many 
will not embrace, he foon drew together a mul- 
titude of profelytes. Shapér was enraged at 
this impofture, and withed to punith the author 
of it; but Afsnzi found means to efcape, and 
Hed into Eaftern Tartary as far as the borders of 
China, having fir told his followers, that he 
was going to heaven, and promifed to meet * 
them in a certain grot, at the end of the year. 
In his retreat he amufed himfelf with painting 
anumber of ftrange figures and views, which, 
at the year’s end, he thowed to his difciples, as 
a work given to him by angels: he was a very 
ingenious artift, and had 2 fively fancy, fo that 
his pictures, which were finely coloured, eafily 
Perna the credulous multitude, ‘in the in- 
ncy of the art in Afa, that they were reall: 
+ divine; they were bound together in a book 
called Erteng t, which is often alluded to by the 
Perfian poets, one of whom, addrefling himfelf 
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to a great Painter, fays, The point of thy pencil 4. D..4s. 
nae dine over the Laver Fe ie 5 ets, 
effaces them *. Mani, by a whimfical mixture, 
bicnded in his doctrine the Metempfychofis of 
of Srakma and Vifoné +, and the two Principles 
of Zi; #éft, together with feveral tenets of the 
Alcoran, apd even of the Gofpel; yet this motley 
religion, ridiculous as it may feem, was followed 
even by Bithops and Patriarchs. Our writers 
call the profeflors of this fet Manicheans, but 
they thould, by analogy, be called Manians. 
‘The Impoftor was put to death in the reign of 
Babaram, grandfon of Shapor: had he been, 
like Mahomed, a fuccefsful Warrior, inftead of 
an obfcure Artift, his religion would, perhaps, 
have been fpread over all Afa; for it was the 
miraculous privilege of the true faith alone, to 
make its way, in defiance of perfecution, by 
the force its indifputable Truth, and the 
fangtity of its precepts. 


HORMOZD }, or Hormizdas, as our hifto- 4.D. 272. 
rians call him, had the advantage of a graceful: 
perfon, and an agreeable air; but he was neither 
aétive nor warlike. He was much addicted to 
ftudy, and ftrongly inclined to favour Mani, 
whom his fon, as it was faid above, afterwards 
deftroyed. 
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4D... 'BAHARAM*, fon of Hormuz, after the death 

amr of Mani, led a eful and ftudious life, He 
was furnamed Fhe Beneficent, and ufed to fay, 
that Goanetre fd Bese oye could not b “ 

ined feparately, hecaufe they were the aggrepbte o 

fr hen ths peralie Pag who % Aeded 
him, paid little to this maxiny/And his 
violence procured him the name of Khdicf, or, 
The Dajub +3 but it is faid that he changed his 
temper and condud upon the remonftrances of 
his Nobles. 


There was nothing memorable in the reign of 
his fucceflor Narf {, whom we call Narfes : 
Hormexd li. his fon, was a juft and magnificent 
prince; he raifed @ Court of Judicature in his 
Metropolis, in which he fometimes prefided in 
perfon ; and he built, it is thought, the city of 
Hormuz in Carmania, the name of which was , 
afterwards given to the Ifland in the Perfan 
Gulf, which our travellers call Ormus. 


‘4Dius- SHAPOR, whom the Arabiens name D HIT 
LACTAF |), or, The Round-Shouldered, was taken 
prifouer by the Greek Emperor, and, during his 
captivity, many of his fincft provinces were laid 
waite ; but having recovered his liberty by the 
help of the Emperor’s Miftrefs, he returned to 
Azarbigian, where he made himfelf known to 
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his people, and foon after totally defeated the 4 D. 309. 
Greeks : in memory of this aétion he built the —w—™~ 
city of Cazvin *, which, for its beauty, 

wag alfo named Grmalabéd +. His grandfon =~ 
Babaoram had but a fhort reign, which was dif-  - 
turbed by frequent rebellions. It was ufval for 

the Perfan Kings to give their fons fome com 
fiderable zagernment with the title of Shéb; 

that of Carmdgia was allotted to Baharém, who 
affumed, in cOgfequence of it, the furname ot 
Kermanfbih t, which our writers have corrupted 

into Carmafat. 


The reign of his fon Yézdegerd had nothin; 
in it, that deferves to robe - 7 


BAHARAM the Fourth |, or the Sixth, a8 4.2.55. 
fome authors reckon him, was educated in Ara- 
bia, and had fome difficulty to recover the throne 
of Perfia, which the Nobles of his father’s court 
had, in his abfence, given to a prince named 
Kefri. The adventures of this King are related 
at large by the poet Cavebi, fome of whofe fictions 
have been tranfplanted into the Perfan hiftories, 
where we aretuld, with great folemnity, “ that 
« he challenged Kée/ri to inatch the diadem from 
“ two hungry lions, between whom he had 
« placed it; that he flew the two lions, and 
“ took the diadem ; that he travelled into India 
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#. in a private charatter, and married the King’s 


“« danghter, having gained his favour by killing 


“a furious elephant, and by defeating another 
« Indian Prince, who had invaded the country.”", 
Thefe relations have the air of Perfizn tales ; ‘but 
we may be affured, that he repulfed the Kafern 
Tartars, who, 25 ufual, had paffed the Oxus in 
his reign ; and that, having no othr enemies, 
he fpent the remainder of his lif. in hunting. 
His favourite prey was a beaft calied Gir, whic! 
feems to be the Onagrus, or Wild Afi; and it is 
faid that he was killed in a chace. The word 
Gér, which fignifies a tomb, 2s well as a wild afi, 
“gave occafion to a pun of fome Perfan wit, 
which was circulated after Bahbarém’s death + 
See, fays he, how Baharam, who chafed the Gar, 
or wild afs, all bis life, was at length chafed and 
taken by Gir, or the tomb *. 


The fucceffor of Babaram was Yexzdegerd U. 
a wife and refolute prince, whofe foldiers were 
fo foiid of him, that they gave him the furname 
of Sipéhdéf, or, Beloved by the army}. He heft 
his throne to his younger fon Hormuz, furnamed 
Firzéna , or, The Prudent; but that prince was 
dethroned, in lefs than a year, by his elder bro- 
ther Firéz. 


© In Porfes 
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FIRUZ*, having depofed bis brother by the 4. D. 459. 
help of Kbofonavdz, a King of the Indefeytbians, VW 
foon forgot his obligation to him, and turned 

his arms againft his Protector; but he was con- 

ftantly detcated by that prince, and was at lait 
obliged to conclude 2 difhonourable peace. The 

people, whom the Greeks call Zndofcythians, and 

the PerfiatmHaiatelis, inhabited the mountains 
between CaMabhar and India, and were, pethaps, 

nearly the with the Afgans, who ruined the 

Perfian Monarchy in the prefent age. 


Belafh and Cobad facceeded Firhz, the fecond 
of them was the father of Nufhirudn the Great, ° 
before whom améfp, or, a3 we call him, Za- 
mafpes, reigned one year. 


NUSHIRVAN }, better known in Europe by 4-D. site 

the name of Cofreés, reigned till near the clofe of 
othe fixth century ; he was a Prince of eminent 
virtues, fortunate in war, and illnftrious in peace. ° 
MAHOMED, who was born in his reign, calls 
him The 7u/t King, a title more honourable than 
that of Great, which we are apt to beftaw fo 
wantonly upon the oppreffors of mankind. All 
the moral writers of Perjia, and principally Sédi, 
in his Bofdn, or Garden, and Jami, in his Beba- 
rifién, or, Manfion of the Spring, are fond of 
reciting the maxims of this Monarch, and of 
illuftrating their leffons of morality by his ex- 
ample. 


Tt olyptl His 
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Sb se His fon Hormiz was far from imitating his 
s--v— father’s virtue; he was at lat dethroned by his 
General Babarém, whom fome authors reckon 
among, the Kings of Perfa. 


4.D.590. KHOSRU PARVIZ* was a magnificent and 
amiable monarch: he fonght againft the Greek 
Emperors with great faccefs, but ys at length 
defeated by Heraclius. He is Sid Jo | have mar- 
ried a daughter of the Emperor Maurice, named 
Irene: the Perfians cail this princefs Shirin, or 
Sweet, and the progrefs of her lave for Parvfz 

Nezémi, and other poets, with the 
fabjett of an entertaining Romance ; they tell 
us that a certain Statuary, named Rerbad, was 
in love with the fame lady, and pierced h 
the heart of a large mountain, cither to gratit 

‘ his miftrefs, or to employ his melancholy hours. 
‘There is an clegant « cour’ let of yémi on this cele- 
brated Beau other kath When Shiring. 
fays he, opene fey ‘i 5, that foed frveetnefs around, 
fifi te the heart Pari pos pry foul of Fer- 


This prince is faid to have received 2 letter 
from Mahomed, inviting him to embrace the new 
fet of the Arabians 5 but, as he was extremely 
addicted to the popular religion o ot his country, 
he tore the letter with great difdai 
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Parviz, if we believe the Eafterns, was a lover 4. D- sy. 
of Mufick, and a patron of thofe who profefied 
that art: his chief Mufician was Barbid, who 
compofed a favourite tune called Aurehgi, or 
Royal, and invented a fort of lute, known by his 
name; whence M. d’Herbelct fuppofes, a little 
too haitily, that the Greeks formed their word 
Barbiton, nay reflecting, that Anacrgon and Ho- 
race fed tha\word many ages before the birth z 
of Parviz. Perfians, like the ancient Greeks, 
call their mufical modes, or Perda’s, by the names 
of different countries or cities, as the mode of 
Ufpahan, the mode of irak, the mode of Hejéz, 
nf the Arabian a lebergrs sheng 

¢ ours, mean. @ fucce, relatiny 
jue A propertions to one pecan note, or only a id 
ticular fort of air, it has sot. Been in my power 
to learn. If we may argue from the foftnefs of 
the Perfian language, the ftrong accentuation of 
oe and the tenderncis of Le fongs 
which are written in it, we may conclude that 
the Peyfans muft have a natural and affecting 
melody, which is, certainly, true mufick 3 but 
they feem to%e very little acquainted with the 
Theory of that fublime art: and, indeed, the 
Europeans knew as little of it, till it was ex~ 
Pines to: then ty ti of Geneva, who has 
written upon the fubjett like a Philofopher, aa 
Artift, and a Man of Tafte. . 


After the death of Parviz, the Empire began 4.0.61. 
to decline : the five Princes, and the two Queens, 
who facceeded to Shirtieh, or Sirtes, as they 
were eminent neither in peace nor in wer, are DOL 


worthy af a place in Hiftory. 
e33] The 
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AyD. 66. The Arabs, ander thé command of Omar; were 
ly making inroads upon the Perfan 
ire, and finally overthrew it by the defeat 
of TEZDEGIRD *, os mb rhs in the Pogrd 
we feventh century; his-death the fav 
tily of Saffan became extind. 


“poy J 


CAP. 
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“CHAP. 
THE MAHOMEDAN DYNASTIES. 


MAR fucceeded by a race of Califs, the 

Popes of (fia, who affumed at once 2 regal 
and a prieftly\gharatter, the one as conquerors 
of Perf2, and the other as fucceffors of Maho 
med. “The family of OMMIA preflerved their 
power and dignity ; but, under the houfe of 
ABBAS, the Califate was reduced to a fhadow 
of rerigaty, and their Empire was divided 
among @ of independent Princes. ; 


The divifion of the Empire Ps it for 
diffolution ; the fons of GENGHIZ, who led a 
numerous army of Zartars over the Oxis, found 
the conqueft of Pez/ia an eafy taik. Itis related, 
that Holagis, a Mogul prince, who put an end to 
the Califate in the thirteenth century, was in-. 
cited to befiege Bagdad by the great aftronomer 


Naffireddin, who had taken offtecs at the Calif*s” 


behaviour to-him; fo that che fubverfion of a 
fpleadid Empire was owing to the refentment 
of a preae Philofopher *. The Genghizians 
were followed by TiMUR, improperly called 
Tamerlane, whole dominions extended from the 
Ganges to the borders of Majer, and from the 
Archipelago to the frontiers of China ; which 
kingdom he was, beginning to invade at the time 
of his death. The metropolis of his Empire 


© M. d'Herbcls weats this anecdote as afable, | 
{BP 2] was 


inv 
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"was Samarcand, 2 rich and flourithing city, the 
acre Maracanda, — in the beautiful 
|, about a day’s journey from Ca, 
the eet his birth. At the openigg of the e 
teenth century, not many months before kis 
death, he celebrated the nuptials of his fons and 
grandfons by 7 famptnous selva in a delightfol 
i i or The Treafpry of Rofes. 
Wiad nebes ol Xerxes and D. I of ek 
our hiftorians talk fo extravagantly, were triflin; 
in comparifon of the jewels and gold exhibited 
on this occafion. 


” His vaft poffeffions were inherited by the il- 
Inftrious SHAHROKH, who diftributed them: 
among his ‘children. In his reign the princes 
of the BLACK RAM grew very powerful and 
infolent ; they were, however, reduced by 
UZUN HASSAN, or Haffan the Tall, who was 
the fixth king of the WHITE RAM, and fub-« 
* dued: many provinces of Perfia, but was defeated 
by Sultan Mahomed II. who took Conftantinople 
in the middle of the fifteenth century. Thefe 
two families were diftinguifhed by the Rams of 
different colours, which were painted on their 
enfigns. 


The fons of Haffan weakened their Empire by 
their violent diffenfions ; and, in the beginning 
of the fixteenth century, left it open to 7§ MAIL, 
whole prandfather SJuncid had married a daughter 
of in. This prince is confidered as the 
founder of the Sefi family, but his anceftor 
SHEIKH SEFI was the true caufe of its rife. 


Sot 
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The ftory of that dingular man deferves to be | 
told at full length. When Timur returned to 
Perfia, after his victories in Syria, he paifed 
through Ardebil, a large city of Media. There 
lived at that time in this city a man named 
Sofieddin, ox the Purity of Religion, by contraétion 
Sef, who was much refpected by the Citizens, 
as 2 Philofopher of fingular virtue and piety, 
and a repuied defcendant from the prophe ake 
The Tartarias Conqueror, who was not inferiour 
to Alexander, vifited Sefi, who was far more be- 
nevolent than Diogenes ; and at that time Tamer- 
Jane happened to have with him a great number 
of captives in chains, for the moft part natives 
‘of Carmania, whom he had determined to put 
to death upon fome publick occafion. He was 
charmed with the converfation of the philofopher, 
and, like the Macedonian Hero, offered to give 
him any thing he could defire. The Sage pointed 
to the Captives, and entreated him to fave the 
fives of thofe young Carmaniens who, were in bis 
train. Timur confented ; and gave them all toSeé& 
as his laves ; but the virtuous old man fupplied 
them with the neceflaries of life, and fent them 
to their native city. The families of thofe prifon- 
ers, who were the principal men of Carmania, 
retained fo grateful a fenfe of this benefit, that 
they expreffed it in the moft extravagant man- 
ner: they made it the bufinels of ‘their lives to 
vifit their benefactor and to carry him prefents ; 
aud even enjoined their children to pay the fame 
Tefped to the pofterity of this excellent man. 
But all his defcendants at not bu benevolence 
and dfmail employed thee armatians in 
cr agea to the throne of Pectin, and in fub- 
ftituting the fect of Ali, his real or fuppofed 
. anceftor, 


ix 
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anceltor, to that of Omar, the acknowledged 
fiseceflor of Mahomed. 


Himail had any eminent qualities, but fullied 
them atl by his deteftable cruelty. His fucceffo 
without excepting ABBAS, abfurdly called the 
Great, were fach a difgrace to human nature, 
that an account of their lives wouldybe more 
Tike a defcription of the Tigers in fosae publick 
colleétion of wild beafts, than a piect of hi Pa 
almoft every day of their lives was diftinguifhed 
by fome horid ac of intemperance, Inft, or 
murder, aggravated with fome new circum- 
ftance of wickednefs: their very love was fierce 
and inhuman, and they burned for the flighteft 
offences the mof beautiful women of fa, 
either becaufe they declin ed drinking 3 cup of 
wine more than ufual, or int for fome 
courtier in difgrace. At length the vein of in- 
humanity feemed exhaufted in the family, and 
no behind it but an inconceivable ftu- 

ity 


HUSSEIN, who reigned at the opening of this 
century, was 2 weak Zealot; and, by committing 
the management of his kingdom to Eunuchs 
and pernicious Minifters, left it open to the 
Savages who invaded it, and affaulted him even 
in his Metropolis. A barbatous nation, called 
Afgans, or rans *, who inhabited the moun- 
tains between Candahar and the river Indus, 
Futhed like a torrent into Perfia, and took If- 
pahan after a violent under the command 
af MAHMUD, fon of MIRVEIS, who, 1s all 


* glul or yl, 
s Europe 
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Europe knows, had thaken off the Perfian yoke, 
and governed Candahar for eight years *. 


The kin: of Perfia war reduced to 2 
deplorable when TAHMASP was raifed to 
the throne, after the abdication of his father 
Hufzin, who was foon after murdered. Mahmud, 
the Ufurper reigned in Ifpahan, and was fuc- 
ceeded by is confin Afbraf}, who added to his 
dominions tne cities of Kom, Yeud, and Kazvin. 
The inhabitants of Cendabar, the ancient Paro- 
pamifus,and thofe of Herat or Ariand had thrown 
off their allegiance to the Sultan, having 
eftablithed feparate and diftin® governments: in 
the provinces of Gdilén, Kermdn, and Pars, 
feveral pretenders arofe at the head of con- 
fiderable forces: the rebel Melek had made 
himfelf matter of Khborafan, ordered money 
to be coined in his name, and wore the 
diadem of Perfia; the Turks had fubdued great 
part of Azarbigion or Media, and all the diftrids 
near the fhore of the Ca/pian were in the hands 
of the Rufions. This was not all; a number 


© Thefe Afgans were, probably, the Parepemifade of the 
Ancients, whom Quintus Curtius-defcribes in the feventh 
book of hs Lye of Alexander, * Spfe rex nationem, ve 
« finitimis quidem fais fatis notam, quippe nullo commercie 
 colentem mutuos offs, cum exercitu intravit, Paropa- 
“ mifadz appellantar, hominem genus, et inter 
« barbaros maximé inconditum.” en is oaacy ah cons 
fafed in his Affatick Geography ; but Pralemy rightly places 
this nation with India on ‘heel, the Country of Aria ot Herat 
onthe weft, partof Khorafan on the north, and lax, OF 
Milam on fe foath. The soa are mentioned a 
Yeds in his life of Tamerlane. &e la Crosz, in bis meps, 
calls them Oxganis. 


In Arabick W3 yah or, Mef moh, 
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4 


hot 


bezii 


‘A suoxt HISTORY or PERSIA. 


of barbarous tribes, who inhabited the forefts 
and mountains, joined in the general commotion, 
and concurred to fill the whole Empire with 
defolation and rapine; while the new Emperor, 
who had scarce come fenfe, was driven like 
2 fugitive ‘ ity to city, attended only by 
gate fome Nobles as weak as 


At this time a man, path mene 
KUL, or The Servant of the Wonderful, advanced 
from the deferts bordering on the Cafpian Sea, 
and attacked the enemies of his country. It is 
He, of whofe life ahd adtions we propofe to give 
3 fuccingt account in the following work. 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF 


THE LIFE OF 


NADER SHAH, 


KING or PERSIA. 





SECTION L 
The war in Khorafan. 


"ADER KULI was born on Sunday, the 
eleventh day of November in the year 

1688, in a caftle named Defegerd, about 

fixty miles to the north of Mefbed, Capital of 
Khorafan. His birth was neither eminently bigh, 
nor contemptibly low; for his Anceftors feem to 
have been the principal men of a Tartarian tribe, 
called Affhars, who formerly removed from 
the Tranfoxan provinces to avoid the oppreffion 
of the Moguls: their life was divided between 
war, and paftoral amufements, and, like the 
Arabs,» they continued to change their quarters 
according to the mildnefs or Severity of the feafon. 
‘We may fuppofe, ‘however, that his family was 
not very confiderable, as the Perfan author 
B° makes 


4.D.1703. 
Isis 65. 


ADa7i8. 
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makes a lon logy for the obfcurity of his 
extraction, 8 Pin the manner of the Oriental 
writers, throws out feveral poetical illuftrations 
of what he had afferted, “ that the cimeter 
acquires its merit from the natural excellence 
“ of its temper, and not from the mine, where 
** it was formed; afd that the diamond owes 
* not its {uperiurity over all other jewels to the 
“ rock where it grew, but to its native bright- 
« nefs.” Let that be as it may, it is certain 
that he was born with admirable Fiabe and 
foon dffcovered a peculiar genius for military 
cxercifes: even at the early age of fifteen years, 
he gave many fignal proofs of his valour, in 
every expedition that he was engaged in; but 
the firft circumftance which promoted and dif- 
tinguifhed him, was his alliance with the Chief 
of a neighbouring tribe, a man of great power 
and dignity, who had fignali: himfelf in 
feveral wars with the nations of the adjacent 
diftrias, and who then poffeffed a ftrong hold 
near the city of Abiérd: this chief was {fy pleafed 
with the dawning merit of the young Nader- 
kuli, that he gave him his daughter in marriage, 
in preference to a croud of competitors. 


He was thirty-one years old, when his fon 
Rizakuli was born, whofe mother died five years 
after ; and ‘Nader married the daughter of ano- 
ther Chief, by whom he had two fens Imdmkuli, 
and Najralla. We muft not omit, that he had a 
brother named Zobeireddnila, who had alfo two 
fons Ibrahim and Ak: as thefe are the princi- 
pal actors in the following Hiftory, tha reader 


_ muft keep them conftantly in his memory, for 


if he once lofe the chain of events in this nar- 
sative, we are not anfwerable for any obfcurity 
ge. or 
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oe confofion, that he may find .in it; nor is it ADarte 
fs neceflary for him, to hold perpetually in.his Mad-36 
mind the fiuation of the provinces in Perfia, and 74 
the fate of thofe provinces, when Naderkuli began 

his career *,. 


It was in the thirty-fixth year of his age, that 
he formed the delice of Jelivering his Country 
From the tyrants, who infefled every part of it; 
and, knowing that he muft proceed gradually 
in the execution of this great project, he began 
it, by collecting under-his banneis a number of 
the tribes contiguous to his own, and perfceuted 
or deftroyed all thofe, who refufed to fupport 
him in his enterprife. In a fhort time he had 
allembled a body of refolute and warlike youths, 
who were ftrongly attached to his intereds, and 
attended him faithfully through ail the changes 
of his fortune: with their efiftance he took 

+ poffeffion of Kelat, a Cafile very advantageoully 
Situated, and made yet ftronger by the heip of art. 


The firft dangerous enemy that he determined 
to crofh, was Mv/ek, who had ufurped the Jar; 
and beautiful province of Khoraian, or the Reozon 
of the Sun: he was not yct ftrong enough to 
repel this ufurper by force of arms; and was 
obliged to have recourfe, to 2 bate diffimulation, 
far below the natural greatncfs of his mind. Le 
accepted the terms amity, which Meisk hed 
propofed to him with a dcfign cqually treach- 
erous; and they pafled fome time together with 
every outward mark of friendfhip, whilft cach 
was fecking an opportunity to circumvent and 


© See the Jntredudion. 
Be 
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ad. 36. his danger in the court of the tyrant, determine 


to ftrike the firft blow, and formed a con~ 
{piracy againft him, in which he failed by a 
want 9 agility that incredible ;,for he had 
a with his ‘jates, that, while he and 

lelck were engaged in the Afiatick exercife of 
throwing the Gerid, or javelin, they should 
attack his guards, and leave him to hazard a 
fingle combat with the Ufurper, but that they 
fhould not ftir, till they faw him feize the reins 
of Melek’s horfe ; at a proper time he was 
going to give the fignal, but mm the hurry of the 
exercife, he miffed bis atm, and Melck rode by 
without perceiving his attempt, fo that he ree 
folved to defer his vengeance till another day : 
but his great mind was not formed for thc low 
arts of deceit; and be was referved for a nobler 
widlery over Ehis tyrant. He foon difcovercd his 
errour, and, si Hage from the couit of 
Melek to his own began to take meafiures 
for an open and vigorous war. 


Since his troops were as yet very little ufed 
to firearms, and had only fought with lances 
or fabres, he was oblig ed to act with great 
cantion againft the artilery of Melek: he con- 
ftantl aroides 2 decifive battle, but ieee with 
incredible vigilanee ev. vantage that pre~ 
fented itlelf. “He had, however, feveral nee: 
ments with his enemies, in which he was gene- 
rally viGorious ; and he foon received a 
acceffion to his power, by the concurrent forces 
of all the neighbouring tribes, and by the auur 
‘ber of ftrong holds in the diftrict of Abiurd, 
which he had taken either by compofition, or 
by ftorm, * 

‘While 
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‘While this yonng Adventurer was training his 4.0.1734. 
new army to a kind of war, of which they had Na. 37- 
no idea before his time, the Sultan Tabma/p was 
regeining a little ftrength, and making a feeble 

rt toward’ the of Khorafan; with 
which view, he fent a it into that pro- 
vince, under the command of Riza, a weak and 
improdent officer. This General was extremely 
furprifed to hear on every fide the fame of 
Nader’s exploits, and to find that he had forced 
Melek to remain inattive within the walls of 
Methed, againft which he had aétually led his 
forces: he confidered, that the fuccefs of this 
young man would entirely efface his own glory; 
and render his expedition ineffectual; accord- 
ingly he fent him orders to deff from his enters 
rife, and to avoid an engagement with the rebels, 
aderkuli_ obeyed ; pa Tetiring to Abiurd, 
left the ficld open for the General, not doubting 
but that his ‘ice would foon be neceffary, 
and that Riza would repent of having refufed 
it: he was not deceived; for Melek, being in- 
formed of Nader’s retreat, aud knowing the 
incapacity of Riza, falled eagerly from ins in- 
trenchments, defeated the Imperial army, and com- 
pelled the Gene: al to fly with a few of bis guards. 


Nader, upon this, prepared again for action, 
and led his troops towards the ay of Nifoapers 
which Melek had invefted ; but a mutiny, that 
‘was raifed in his army, gave the rebels time to 
pufh the fiege with vigour, and the gatiifon fur- 
rendered the city to the tyrant. When Nader 
had calm@d the diffenfion of his tribes, he re- 
folved to hazard a battle, and met the enemy in 
a plain near Mefhed; but his foldiers were fo 
harraffed by tho mufketry of the rebels, that 

B3 they 


é 
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they foon fled in confufion, and Nader himfalf, 
attended only by two of his officers, retired to 
Kelaét, with indignation in his heart. It was 
not long, before he reinforced his army in the 
diftri&s of Abiurd, and, marching’ at their head 
towards Mcfhed, imcamped within a few miles 
of the city. Melek, elated with his former fuc- 
cefs, advanced boldly againft him ; but Nader 
was fo animated by the fenfe of his late difgrace, 
and the ardent defire of revenge, that he re- 
folved to exert his utmoft powers, and rufhed 
with a wild fury upon the rebels, The engage- 
ment was obftinate, and lafted with equal vio- 
lence on both fides, from noon till funfet; at 
which time, Melek, finding the greater Part of 
his army flain, fled precipitately to an adjacent 
fortrefs, leaving his ammunitjon and artillery 
in the hands of the Conquerors. Nader was 
prevented, by fome troubles in his little territory, 
from purfuing his conqueft at that time, and 
Melek returned to Methed, full of madnefs and 
defpair. 


Tn the mean while, the Emperor was wander- 
ing like an exile in the province of Mazenderan, 
the ancient Margiana : he heard every quarter 
ring with the name of Nader, and, being affured 
that this young warriour had no other intent 
than to extirpate the effors of his country, 
he {ent one of his minthers named Haffan Ali, 
to compliment him upon his late victory, and 
to defire the continuance of his help. Nader 
received this minifter with great dignity, de- 
ar Lark ie intention was, to omit no. pease 
refering the Sultan to bis former Ty ace 
companied Haflan Ali in his om through 
part of Khorafany in order to defend him from 

any 
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any danger or infult. After” this he refirmed 40.2726. 
his arms, and took feveral ftrong places by af Ned: s9- 
Yault, among which was the ancient city of Meru: “V7 
he enlifted the young captives into his army, 
and ditsibatey the fpoils among his qwn Af- 


The Sultan in the mean time was advancin; 
to Khorafan, with his {mall army commanded . 
by a General named Fetah Ali, and fent a fecond 
meflage to Nader, intreating him to join him 
with his forces: Nader fet out inftantly, and 
met the Emperor, with whom he had a Song. 
conference ; and on the feventh of September 
1727, both armies marched towards Methed. 


‘During thefe tranfactions Melek had not been 4.D.17575 
idle: he had taken all the forts in the adjacent Nad. 4s. 
diftriéts, and laid waite the habitations of all 

“the tribes that oppofed him; but, hearg that 
Nader and the Sultan had jecined their forces, 
he was feized with fuch fear, that he rcturned 
in hafte to the Capital of his province, and made 
preparations for fuflaining the tempeft, which 
he faw impending over him. 


About this time Fetah Ali, the ¢ommander 
in chief, was accufed of difaffcction, and put 
to death by the Emperor’s order : though the 
Perfian writer feems to acquit his Hero of any 
concern in this accufation, yet we cannot help 
fufpetting that He was the contriver of it; it 
is certain at leaft, that he was immediately 
invefted with the fupreme command of the 
imperial army, which he exercifed upon 
every cooaton i great authority, sae 

laces ents .according 
poling of pl hapa pene 
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77;to his pleafure. He foon began to draw his 


ad.40. ines round the city, while Melek, being 


SAVY aimoft driven to delpair, made feveral 


attempts to impede his progrefs, and often fallied 
from the gates, but was, a3 often, repulfed with 
great lofs, and was at length obliged to aft 
merely a defenfive part. When the fiege had 
Jafted near two months, the officers of Melek 
deferted from him day; and one of them, 
named Pir me ey offered to deliver the 
city to the be! if the Sultan would it 
hin a full pardon ; accordin, gly, he opendl the 
gates at midnight on the twenty-ninth of No- 
vember, and Nader entered them at the head 
of twelve thoufand men: moft of the garrifon 
laid down their arms; the reft were put to the 
fword, and Melek, with a few of his chiefs, fled 
to the citadel, where they made a fhort refiftance, 
but at laft furrendered at difcretion. The rebels 
were treated with lenity, and Mclek, at his own® 
requeft, was permitted to wear the babit of a 
Dervife, and to retire into a cell belonging to 
the mofque of Riza, the fon of Mufa, a Mahor 
medan faint, who was buried in the city of 
Mefhed.* The officer, who betrayed him, was 
recompenfed for his fervice by a confiderable 
government. 


The Sultan entered his city in a kind of 
triumph, ond a fhort interval of reft fucceeded to all 
bis nifery, . 


Nader had made a vow that, if he took Mefhed, 
he would caufe the dome of the ered mmotgue 
to be gilt; he, therefore, employed the 
days of repofe after his fuccefs, in giving orders 
Sean et eee ear ae 

3 £5 4 


Liz or NADER SHAH. 


$ ° as 

fame time the able architects were engiged, by £.0.1727. 

* command, in de ieparih aii ta Neds go. 
end. . 


By thefe aéts of affected piety, but of true 
magnificence, he won the hearts of the populace, , 
and of his army ; but raifed in the courtiers and 
minifters of the Sultan, that envy and malevo- 
lence, which ever accompany a confcioufnefs of 
inferiour merit: they were perpetually infinua- 
ting to the credulous prince, that his General was 
daring and ambitious, that his power was already 
out of all reafon, and that no authority whatever 
‘would be able to controll him, if he were ale 
lowed to purfue his prefent courfe. Thefe fuge 
geftions had fuch an effeé&t on the Emperor, that, 
when Nader had begun to march into an ade 
jacent territory, in order to reinforce his troops, 
the imperial mandate was iffued to recall him. 

’ Upon his difobedience the Sultan left Methed, 
and, retiring in difguife to a neighbouring caftle, 
fent circular letters to alt the northern provinces, 
in which be accufed bis'General of hish treafon, 
and declared kim a rebel. Thefe letters were 
brought to Nader together with the news of 
the Sultan’s aed he was moved wth 2 juft 
indignation at this ingratitude, but knowin, 
that” gentle meafures would be ineffectual, te 
Jed his troops againft the caftle, where Tahmafp 
and his courtiers were concealed, and, upon 
their difobeying his fummons, he laid fiege to 
it in form. Soon after, a large fupply of 
money and military flores, which a Perfian 
offices was bringing to the Sultan, was inter- 
cepted by one of Nader’s commanders, and 
Drought to his camp: this lofs {0 reduced 
Tahmafp; that he was abliged to Pe 
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4Punr. cable tajms to his General, and to promife that, 

Nad. 40" if be een defitt from ‘ofilitics, himfclé and 
his court would return to Methed, and rely 
for the future on the pradence of his conduct. 
He accepted thefe terms; and reconduded the 
Monasch to his capital, with every outward 
amark of refpe&t, but, ix reality, with the highet ° 
contempt beth of bis power and underftanding. 


It is probable, that Nader conceived at this 
time a defign of taking the government into 
his own hands, and of extending hig conquefts 
even beyond the limits of the Perfian empires 
for on the morning after his 1eturn to Methed, 
he told his officers a dream, which he had, no 
doubt, invented, and which they did not fail 
to interpret according to his wifhes: “ he 
«© dreamed, as he faid, that he faw a lake, in 
*¢ which were a large water-fowl, and 2 white 
“ fith with four horns; that his atendants* 
* flrove in vain to catch them, but that, when 
“ He ftretched out his hand, he took them 
“ with great eafe.” His adherents immediately 
declared, according to an old proverb current in 
Perfia, that, to dreum of birds and fifo denoted a * 
certainty of arriving at fovereign power; but the 
circumftance of the four horns could not then 
be explained by them, though thcy were af- 
terwards fuppofed to portend the four kingdoms 
of Perfia, India, Tartary, and Kharexzm. No- 
thing fhould be omitted in an Hiftory, which 
may seo e place in a clear light, the cha- 

¢ princi; fons in it: we fee 
by this little take chee of fll arts of policy 
‘were united in this fingular man, with all the 
fiercenefs of heroifm; and we fhall have oc- 
eafion, in the courte of our narrative, to men- 
‘ aon 
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tion the great influence, which he gained OVEE £.D.1927, 
his army by the fame artifice of forging 2 dream, Bais 
"This has becn a common decest of officers; 
as, in the flege of Tyre, we are told, that Alsx- 

ander encouraged his foldiers, by affuring them 

that Hercules bad appeared to bim in a dream, 

and, taking him by the hand, had ted hisy.into 

the City *. - ” , 


Nader was-not fuffered to remain a long time 4.D.178 
bee the inconftant and mutinous nation N44 
of the Curds, privately ted by the minifters 
of the Sultan, had oh fatter ad Ste he 
brother Zoheireddoula into a cattle, wherethey kept 
him under 2 clofe blockade.. He found no great 
difficulty in reducing thefe rebels: he was able 
to encounter any opcn force whatever; but he 
was at the fame time attacked by more fecret 
and more dangerous enemics. Melek, who, as 
it has been faid above, bad retired into the cell 
of a dervife, was employing all his art to in- 
cite the ‘Tartars, that inhabited the city of 
Meru, to rebel againft Nader; and the Court 
affifted bim in thefe intrigues, while the Emperor, 
ae through fy or malignity, but, certainly, 
with an excefs of ingratitude, i¢joiced at the 
ftorm, which he thought ready to break over the 
head of his Deliverer: but the defigns of 
Melek were difcovered ; and Nader, finding him 
no lefs dangerous in a cell than in the field, de- 
termined to put him to death, and difpatched 


2 Q. Curt. lib. 4. cap. 7, At ile, haudquaquam radis 
traftandi militares animos, fpeciem fibi Herculis in fomno 
oblatam effe pronuntiat, deateram igeatis: illo duce, 
ljo apesiense, ip urbem intrarg & vifam. 
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4 Dans. one of his attendants for that purpofe, -who 


Natat. gladly undertook the office, fince a brother, whom 


ie tenderly loved; had been unjuftly flain by 
Melek during his government of Khorafan. 
This Ufurper was a bafe, perfidions, artful ty- 
rant; he had been or of Segeltan, but 
removed into Khorafn, when the Afgans in- 
vaded Perfia, and was delighted with the rain 
of his country, as it gave him an opportuni 

of raifing himtlé to abfolute power. al 


Nader had now recovered a great part of the 
fineit province in the Perfian Empire; and he 
refolved to bring the whole of it to fubjection, 
before he carried his arms into the Weft. As to 
the Sulean, he neither feared nor regarded him : 
he showed him, indeed, a t deal of out- 
ward refpeft, but acted in all his affairs with 
a fovereign authority; for he well knew that 
nothing could injure him, while he was at the 
head of thirty thonfand hardy foldiers, who 
were firmly attached to his intereft, as well 
from the veneration, which his amazing courage 
extorted from them, as from the hope of tharing 
the fruits of his victories. 


On the twenty-feventh of July, he fet out 
upon an expedition againft the Afgans, who had 
by this time penctrated into the heart of 
Khorafan : thofe banditti fled precipitately from 
his army, which advanced, as the poet fays, 
Tike a flame that confumes all before it. He came 
in a few days to one of thofe vaft deferts of 
fand, that are fo frequent in Afila; where, 
mounted on a camel, with a lance in his hand, 
he ied his foldiers without intermiffion, and 
held in common with them the tou and dengee 
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of thefe fatiguing marches. He arrived on the 4.0 1753. 
meth vf September at a fortrefs called Bebadin, Mad. 41. 
which he took by ftorm, er with it 
other ftrong holds: but fe calle of Sencha 

gave him more trouble; the governor made an 
obftinate refiftance, and would not forrender tilt 

the twenty-fecond, after having fuftained a 
vigorous fre from the Perfian artillery, One 

day he was ftanding by a canon of an enormous 

fize, and giving directions to his engineers 

fome accident called him away, and he had 

farce ftepped three paces from the canon, be- 

fore it burft, and the fplinters of it killed fe- 

veral foldiers, and one officer of diftinction, 

who ftood near it in the place, which Nader had 

juft left. 


On the day after the taking of Sencin, he 
had notice, that feven or eight thoufand Afgans 
“wereamarching from Herat to the relief of the 
Governor: Nader immediately advanced to 
meet them, and encamped towards evening 
in a plain called Abadrdf. It was not, how- 
ever, his intention, to come to a decifive battle 
with thefe dauntlefs favages, who had been 
trained to war by a long courfe of rapine and 
havock; he meaned only to harrafs them by 
dight fkirmithes, and to enure the Perfians by 
degrees to confront 2 nation, which they had 
been ufed to confider as Soenething ered his 
human. Agreeably to this defign, he i 
forces Rice one intrenchments, and never 
acted offenfively till he difcovered fome favorable 
opening, but on the moment that he perceived 
any weaknefs in the enemy, he fallied out at the 
head of a light-armed troop, which conftantly 
gained fome advantage, and returned to sar 
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4.D.172%. companions, wondering at their own fucceft. In 

Neda this manner he contiived to exercife his whole 

army by turns, and, having kept the Afgans 

in play for four days, he made a general at- 

tack: the fhock was violent; and they, who 

were too much exhaufted to refift it, fed in 

confufion to Herat, whence they came. Nader 

referved the reduction of that City for fome 

future occafion, and, thinking it imprudent to 

the Afgans too far, returned to Mcfhed, 

where the battle of Abadiéf greatly increafed his 
glory. A 


His domeftick foes were more obftinate, more 
infidious, and more dangerous: in the field he 
oppofed valour to valour; in the palace he was 
obliged to contend with envy, folly, and ma- 
levolence. The Sultan and his minifters weic 
perpetuzlly foliciting him to uadertake ihe 1e- 
covery of Ifpahén, and to march directly again 
that city: it was vain for him to aliedge, that 
there were ftill many defperate enemics in thd 
midft of Khorafan, that the inhabitants olf 
Herat were ftill very refrattory, and that it was 
too early for fo diftant an expedition. They 
affected to confider thefe prudent remonftrances 
as a refufal to comply with the Emperor's re- 
gueft; they even intimated, that his unwilling- 
nefs to inveft Ifpahan proceeded from fome difloyal 
intention, and {pread a report through the pro- 
vince, that Nader was frripped of ail his honors, 
and had no longer a foare in the government. This 
diflenfion went fo far, that a civil war feemed 
ready to break out: the Sultan left Mefhed a 
fecond time, together with his courtiers, and, 
taking the road of Mazenderan, aflaulted aad 
feized a caftle belonging to a tribe of Nader's 

. firoiedt 
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firmeft adherents; The General was foon ime 4.p.27st, 
formed of their motions 2nd advanced in hafie Nad-41. 
to the caftle, where he defired an explanation ‘ 

of this proceeding ; but thcy ordered the gates 

to be ibut and refafed to edmit him. He 

made immediate preparations for 2 fiege, and 

his artillery had aQually begun to play, when 

the Emperor came in perfon to Nader, and, in 

an abject manner, made an 2+elzy for the belavi- 

our of bis minifers; Nader aficctul to be con- 
vinced of his fi.cerity, and returned with him 

to Mcfhed, but prevented his haviag any fur- 

ther intercourfe with the confederates, who were 
obliged to lic concealed, till the ftorm was in 

fome meafure abated. 


It may be thought ftrange, that Nader,. who 
had a powerful army at his difpofal, and had 
becn fo ill rewarded for his fervice. did not at 

»this time aflume the name of Lmpercr, ot at 
Jealt of Pctecir, to which laf he was juftly 
entitled: he could not be weak enough to re- 
fpeé an obftinate idiot, becau:c the accident of 
a royal birth had placed him upon a throne, 
which he difgraced: but ke defpifed his weak- 
nefs; and,he knew how little the vain name of 
King could add to his power, which was already 
as great as he could defire. He acted, indeed, 
as Sovereign upon every occafion, and about 
this time fent an ambafl:dor in his own name 
to the court of Rufia, demanding in high terms 
the reftitution of Géilen, a province famed for 
its rich filk, which Peter I, who was defirous of 
engrofing the dominion of the Cafpian lake, 
had ‘wrelved from Tabmafp in the year 17235 
when he penetrated into Perfia, on a pretence 
of fapporting the Sultan Huffein againit Mah- 

. 


mid, 
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AD.2722. 
‘Nad. 43. 
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AD.1725. 
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mid, who had juft made himfelf mafter of 
Ifpahan. 


On the tenth of March was celebrated the 
feftival called Nurféz, in which the ancient 
Perfians ufed to folemnize the Sun's entrance into 
the Ram, and the return of the vernal feafon. 
The General entertained the populace with 
fumptuous fhows, gave {plendid feafts to the 
Nobles, and chief men of his army, and dif- 
tributed among his foldiers the prizes, that he 
had won in his late atone 38 thie te 
gefles he wifcly proportioned the value of his 
gifts to the degree of courage, whith he had 
obferved in his men; a noble example of at- 
tention in 2 General, which fhould be followed 
by all great commanders, as, by exciting a 
warm emulation in an army, it might raife 
their troops te the glory of the old Spartan and 
Roman legions. : 


Nader now prepared for bis expedition againft 
Herat, and, leaving Mefhed on thetwenty- fourth 
of April, encamped in the plains of 7ém, a fmall 
town, famous for being the birth-place of Nour- 
eddin, thence called Fémi, a moit fpirited and 
lively poet, who flourifhed, in the middle of 
the fifteenth century, with a great reputation for 
wit and genius. 


Herat, the Aria of Ptolemy, is a city of 
Khorafan, frequently mentioned in the hiftories 
of the Eaft: it is pleafantly fituated, and was 
remarkable for the delightfulnefs of the gar- 
dens which furrounded it, before it was Ba 
waite by the violence of war; it had been 
Plundered by the two- greateit wamnors of 
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Alia, Gengbiz and Timér, and was now reférved 4.D.r7:9i 
for the arms of as defperate a foldier: the hif- Sto 
torians of Herét mention this circumflance, 23 
Jome alleviation to the miferies which they have 
fuffered, as if the iplendid name of an oppreffor 
vould give any cafe to the opprefled. In the 
year 1722, fo fatal to the Sultan Huffein, there 
was a violent infurrettion in this city; the in- 
habitants perfifted for five years in oppofing the 
power of the Emperor, and had elected an Af- 
gan governor named Allayar. In 2 few days 
Nader reached the city, but had been forced to 
open his way to it, by making a paflage through 
the numerous forces of the rebels; he con- 
ftantly defeated them in all his engagements, in 
which he behaved with a perfonal valour, that 
ftruck an awe into his whole army, who began 
to look upon him as fomething above a mortal 
he ufually charged at the head of his cavalry, and 
sarried a general terrour wherever he moveds 
yet in all his battles, he received only a flight 
‘wound in his foot from the point of a javelin. 


Allayér, who expected a fpeedy fupply from 
the governor of, Ferab, contrived to gaia time 
by propofing terms of agreement on one day, 
and retracting them on the next; in the mean 
while Nader had invefted the ren and = 
making preparations for a regular fiege: the 
comtinueider of Ferah had, indeed, fent a bod 
of men with ammunition and artillery to Al- 
layar; but they were intercepted by the Per- 
fians, their military ftores taken, and themfelves 
forced fe fiy with precipitation; which when 
Allay4r difcovered, he came with his chiefs and 
all the ma; iftratcs of the citys to the tee of 
the Genera, making the folema vor ra 
J 8 hub: 


.D.2799. 
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fubjeftion and obedience: Nader accepted his 
pring and fuffered him, rather imprudently, 
to continue in his government; after which he 
returned towards Mefhed, and entered it in 
triumph on the twenty-fecond of June. On 
his return he found the fame weaknefs in the 
Snltan, and the fame malignity in his courtiers ; 
but he aj them in fome meafure ly a 
promife, which be made, of advancing in a few 
months againft Ifpaban; where Afbraf, a coufin 
of the tyrant Mahmdd, then reigned with all 
the infolence of an Ufarper. 
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SECTION I. 


The war againft the Afgans. 


NADER was forming a plan of ope+ 40.1729. 
rations againft the djgans, and doubt- Nass. 
ing what courfe to purfue, when the impru- 
dence of Afbraf, who had fucceeded to Mah« 
mud in the abfolute government of Ifpahan, 
brought his defigns at once to maturity; for 
the ufurper, hearing of Nader’s expedition 
againft Herat, imagined that he had a fair op- 
portunity in his abfence to plunder Khorafan 
on the borders of which he arrived on the thirtieth 
of July. The Perfian general, having notice of 

is arrival, ordered all his forces to be in readi+ 
nefg, and his beft artillery to be brought into 
the field; but he was not able to leave Mefhed 
till the beginning of September, at which time he 
advanced with great rapidity, and reached a 
fortrefs, which an officer of Athraf was befi 
ing. The Afgan raifed the fiege at his approach, 
and retreated precipitately to a plain called 
Mehmandoft*, whither he was followed 
Athraf, who encamped on the banks of a fm: 
river. 


On the twentieth, Nader appeared before 
them in order of battle; he drew the flower of 
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his army into a compact phalanx, ordering thettr 
to keep their ground in 2 moft profound filence, 
that they might hear his orders to 4 moment: 
his voice, as 2 man, who heard it at the fege 
of Bagdad, informed one of my friends, was 
uncommonly clear and ftrong. The Afgans 
‘were marching towards him with great hafte, 
but with more fpirit than regularity ; they then 
unfolded their front to right and left, and formed 
three divifions, in hopes of enclofing his troops, 
and attacking them in flank. Nader perceived 
their defign, and, in order to fruftrate it, covered 
the fides of his phalanx with his artillery. 
Athraf rethed onward, hoping to ftrike a pa 
nick into the Perfians, and miftaking, perhaps, 
their wonderful compofure and folemn filenca 
for a want of refolution to attack him; hig 
army were juft within mufket-thot of the enemy, 
when Nader gave the word, and the Perfiang 
fired with great fteadinefs, marching at the famg 
time with incredible order. Athraf, little ex 
pecting to mect with fuch a check, was alarmed 
and difconcerted ; his troops were thrown into 
diforder ; his ftandard-bearer was killed by his 
fide; the Perfian phalanx ftill advanced like a 
column of fire, Scking down whole lines 
at every difcharge ; at length the ufurper 
fled with the few Afgans that remained, and 
took the road of Ipahan. The General would 
not fuffer his men to purfue the Afgans, but 
promifed to indulge their cagernefs om the firf? oc» 
Safeey anct retaraed. $0 his camp in the fame 

» without any unmeaning clamours or 
marks of inconfiderate joy. 


After this vidtory, Nader fent an ambaflador 


to the Turkith court, infifing upon the reftitu- 
- fion 
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tion of Azarbigian or Media, and giving plain 4.D.1729 
hints, that he fhould foon be able ts feine tt by Nadas." 
force, if they paid no attention to his juit de 

mand. 


Av-violent enmity had ever fubfifted betwein 
the Perfians and Tarks, which, indeed, could 
hardly be avoided between two nations, who 
were always difputing, either about their fron- 
Her, oF on fome point of religion; and each 
of whom, as it generally happens, was jealous 
of the other’s gery. Othman, fiom whom the 
Turkith Emperors take their name, was vi 
formidable to the princes of Perfia at the clot 
of the thirteenth century, and dlaeddin, fo- 
vereign of Lycaonia, was forced to fecure his 
aliiance, by giving him the rank of his comy 
mander in chief, and inciting him againft the 
Grecks: his defcendants ed their Em- 
pire; and their hatred to the Perfians was in- 
creafed, when a party, who afferted the right 
of Ali to the Califate, oppofed them in every 
part of Afia, and thwarted all their de- 
figns. When the fet of the Alides was intro- 
duced among the Perfians by the family of 
Sefi, the Turks affected to treat them as a de- 
teftable faGtion, which the name of Shiahs im- 

lies, and the Mufti never failed, when the 
Porte was inclined to declare war againft 
them, to affert, that ay a 7 jad of) ed 
army of the Faithful, to t of fuc 
im at ‘Hereticks : but they rejoiced at the tiga 
which they pretended to deteft : while the Per- 
fians c@atinued to acknowledge the fucceffion 
of Omar they had a right, and were bound, 
indeed, by their religion, to make a yearly 
wifit to Mecca ; fo that, upder the pretence af 
63 a pile 
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729 & pilgrimas they might Iead a numerous 

$8 say Sthroceh the heart of the Turkith em- 

“pire; but Ifmail imagined, that, by transferring 
the fcene of this religious ceremony from Ara- 
bia, fo the tonih of Alt in bis own dominions, he 
fhould canfe a confiderable fum of moncy to 
be circulated every year in his kingdom, intead 
of being casried to that of his natural enemy. 





Selim I. an aétive and enterprifing monarch, 
made this herefy of Himail, 2 pretext for in- 
vading Perfia, and pufhed his conqueft with 
great rapidity: his fon, the warlike but unfor- 
tunate Soliman I. was equally fuccefsful in his 
expeditions againft the Sultan ‘Tahmafp I, who 
had fictt protected, and afterwards betrayed, the 
Prince Bayazid, Son of Soliman by the Ruffian 
captive, Roxolana : His fncceffors engaged in 
many bloody wars with the race of Scfi, and the 
city of Bagdad had been a fubject of perpetual 
contention between them, from the fixteenth 
century to the middle of the piefent. 


In the year 1703 Ahmed III. *, the twenty- 
third Emperor ot the Turks, was placed on the 
throne in the room of his brother Muftafa, who 
Tot his diadem by preferring the decifiors of 
the Mufti to the good will of his generals: he 
was depofed with the Alcoran in his hand, and 
confined tiJk his death in the feraglio. His bro- 
ther, fenfibly refle&ting that the authors of onc 
-revolution would have the power to caufe ano- 
ther, gave private orders for the chief ofliccrs 

a 
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of the Janiffaries to be feized one by one, and 4.0.27, 
thrown by night into the fea; bat he left his Ned-4s- 
work unfinithed: if, like Peter J. he had en.‘ 
tirely broken that formidable militia, he might 

have avoided the terrible event which happened 
twenty-feven afterwards, in ci uence 

of Nater's vidorics. = 


‘When Perfia was torn in pieces by the ra 
‘vages of Mahmud, and the Czar was fecurin; 
to himfelf three of its fineft provinces, ‘Abmed: 
eager to hare the ruins of his rival’s empire, 
{eized the rich province of Azarbigian ; and, as 
he had an immoderate love of riches, divided it 
into diftri€s, and fold them, as military fiefs, 
to his janiffarics, who were determined to k: 
them, and heard with difdain the demand of the 
new Perfian General. 


° 
Nader in the mean time was purfuing 
Ashraf, and obferving all his motions: in one 
of his excurfions he difcovered a body of 
Afgans, wha were encamped in a very ad- 
vantageous fituation. It was a narrow pats, 
ae the Abe between pir » mommy, upon 
which the Afgans had cir artillery : 
in a place like this, before the invention of fire- 
arms, 2 fmall number of refolute men might 
have ftopped an whole army: but the Perfians 
attacked the encmy with fuch vigour, that they 
left their poft, and fled to 3 who, grown 
more cautious fince his defeat, retreated with 
all his forces to Mpahan, where be maffacred moft 
of the Mabitants in cold blood, and, among them, 
2 numba of learned men, who had retired from 
the worl§, and hoped to clofe their days in a 

ftudious tranquillity. + 
. C4 He 
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4D.1719, He foon, however, recovered his {pirits, and, 
died.43. having raifed a numerous army, advanced to & 
plain called Morche khort*. t was late in the 
evening, on the twelfth af November, when 
Nader came in fight of the enemy, and, refolv; 
ing to lofe no time, while the Afgans retained 
an impreffion of his valonr, he ordered a body 
of Curds to attack their advanced guard: they 
fought with t _refolution ; flew about four 
hundred of the rebels, and returned at night 
with feveral prifoners, who gave notice that a 
“Tarkifh general, governtr of Hamadan, had joined 
Adhraf with a idable army. This piece oe 
intelligence was very unexpedled, and the Tur] 
feem fe have ‘violzed the law of nations, ix 
taking the field without a formal declaration of 
war; or without giving ay anfwer to the Per- 
fian ambaffador: the circumftance was the more 
alarming to Nader at this juncture, as he was b 
Ho means prepared to engage with fo powerf 
porter i he retired, reds therefore, to his tent, ye 
led the night without in a great agitation 9 
ood. At break of faye’ i dvansed towards the 
Afgars, who, together with the Turks, were 
encamped on an eminence: when he had 
almoft reached the foot of the hill, he turned 
afide, and pretended to bend his courfe towards 
Ifpaban, hoping by this motion to diaw Afhraf 
from his intrenchments; but the ufuper, hav- 
ing acquired fome degree of prudence from the 
battle of Mebmandéf, remained firm in his fta- 
tion. Nader continued his feigned march, and 
Tetiring at a proper diftance, difcovered a part 
uf che enemy’s, camp which feemed,to be 


o be Peri Gy sey ei 
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very ill defended: he inftantly fent a refolute 40.2729, 
officer with the artillery to attack it, while him- Nad. +. 
felf, at the head of kis a to 
regeive the Afgans, if they fhould be forced, as 
he expefted, to give him battle. His project 
fucceeded ; his officer made a vigorous affault, 
drove the enemy into the plain, and, having 
feized their cannon, continued to harrafs them in 
the rear, while Nader met them in front with 
equal alacrity. A general aGtion enfued, which 
lafted for feveral hours ; and this, indeed, was 
a fir decifive patel, in which Lined had 
een engaged: he was fighting againft two 
it armics, and muft either, by aining the 
eld, recover Tipaban from the rebels, or, by 
lofing it, muft abandon all his projets, and be 
reduced to nothing : 


———— no vulgar prize they pla 

° No vagy viin nuit reward the da, 
Such as in races crown the fpeedy ftrife ; 
The prize contended was great Heéfor’s life *. 


At noon the Zurks began to give way; which 
Nader, who lof no advantage that offered itfelf, 
immediately obferved, and pufhed his troops 
agzinit them fo vigoroufly, that they had re- 
courfe to flight, and were foon followed by their 
allics: a great number of Afgans and Turks were 
made prifoners ; the former of whom, a8 rebels, 
were referved for a publick execution at pahan, 
but the latter were treated with lenity, and fent 
back to their quarters at Hamadan, 


© Papes Tiad. Book XI, 207. 


Abrof, 
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BDsrs 4 6 breathing nothing but and re. 

Kad. 42. Pd ao S ipahaw’ with pre orl io 

, his Beart: he there called together his few ad- 
herents, and fled in the evening towards Shiraz. 
‘fhe Perfians, who dwelled in the diftriés near 
Hpahan, crouded into the city, which was 
Kripped of inhabitants, but full of treafures, 
the colleéted plunder of many years, which the 
rebels had not time to carry with them: thefe 
opprefled natives had now a kind of new life 
infafed into them, by the departure of their 
oppreifors, and immecliately fent intelligence to 
Nader of Athraf’s flight; upon which he ad- 
vanced to Hpahan, and entered it in triumph. 
He foon after fent the Sultan an account of his 
sviftory, and invited him to fit on the throne 
of his anceftors in the metropolis of their Em- 
pre. 


Tahmafp came with all poffible hafte, and 
yeached the city on the éwentieth of December. 
Hpahan foon recovered its ancient fplendour : it 
was decorated on all fides with a profufion of 
ornaments, and forty days were {pent in plea- 
fares and entertainments; but the perfon, who 
teemed the leait pleafed in the whole metropolis, 
and who had reafon to be the mof fo, was 
rt Sultan bimfelf: he often heard Nader talking 
at p's defign to return into Khorafan, and, con- 
icious of his own weaknefs, he forefaw that he 
thould be expofed to his enemies without the 
continucd fupport of his delivercr. In a full 
council, therefore, of the Nobles and Generals, 
he renewed his isftances, and entreated, Nader 
to ftay at Ifpahan till he was firmly fepted on 
the throne. All the officers declared, | hat bis 
Alijefy ought to be contented with the ,reat ad= 

vanlagess 
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vantages, er ie reckeade already Peet sin, ADT 
wilbout oppofing bis reafenable defigns ; added, (NAG 
that his Majefty ought to raife papa of 4 


a 
and difmifs the Khorafanians, whe bad ferved him - 
fe vicky for that, if bis minifers were refaued 


to thwart their General Nader in ail bis projets, 
they could not be refponfble for any calamaty that 
might exfue. The Sultan was fo provoked with 
thefe remonftrances, that he tore from bis head 
@ little coronet, which he ufually wore, and threw 
it upon the ground. Nader, in order to pacify 
him, was ‘obi ed to promife, that he would be 
at hand to him at any warning, and that 
“ he would not return to Mefhed, till he had 
“ wholly extirpated the race of the Afgans, and 
** driven the Turks from the weftern borders of 
“ Perfia.” 


It would, indeed, have been dangerous for 
the Sultan, to have been left at this jun@ure. 
Alhvaf was collecting frength in Shiraz, and had 
affembled a number of us tribes, i 
to make a laft and defperate attempt. Nader 
was foon apprifed of his motions, and met him 
at a place, called Zercan, where he cut moft of 
his troops to pieces, and forced him, with his 
general Seidal, to fly towards Candaber. His 
approach was foon learned by Hiféin, Prince of 
that country, whofe brother mud had been 
murdered by Ashraf: the Prince, therefore, put 
him to death, juftifying his a& by the law of 
retaliation, but received Seidal into his City, 
and gave him the command of bis troops. Afbrat 
fecna.to have been a perfect barbarian, furious, 
Dloor and implacable ; his life had been 2 
aconifint feries of affafinations and maffacres, 
his lait moments, he ordered his bsecres 

@ 


and, i 
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Adirvay ta’be firangled, left they thould fall into the 


wed 


LD,1-30. 
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hands of his enemics. 


After the battle of Zercan, Nader gave a re- 
markable proof of his penetration, and showed 
ri oH in. ie through the bearts of mn. Among 

Afgan 5, whom ke intended “te put ta 
vem 7 f paban, he obferved one Melazafrin, 
on whole ¢ coaincensice he faw the matks of fury 
and defpair fo ftrongly imprinted, that he pri- 
vately told his officcrs to keep a watchful cye 
upon him, if they hoped to carry him alive: 
but they were negligent of this order; and, as 
they were pafling over a bridge, their captive 
Melazafran deaped fuddenly into the river, and was 
drowned, 


As foon as Nader heard the fate of Athraf, 
he advanced to Shiraz, where he diftributed the 
vatt riches of the Afgans among his officers and. * 
foldieis, proportioning his rewards to the dif- 
ferent degrees of valour, which he had obfe:ved 
in them. 


SHIRAZ is a city of Pezfa properly fo 
called : it was the birth-place of many illuftrious 
men, among whom were the poets Hafez and 
Sadi, of whofe works there are many fine copies 
in our publick libratics. There is a beautiful ode 
of Hafez in honour of his native city, which 

a. ins with thefe lines: “ Hail, Shiraz, delight. 

jy fitated ! May heaven preferve her from 
“ ruin! May the Almighty defend attest 
* of * Recnabdd/ for its waters fupply 
« dal 

* Reenabad was the name of a very clear rivoyt, which 
fawed bya chapel, called Mofile, near Shirer, where the 

posts 
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* Jength of days *. The gale, fcented with 40.1750 
* ambergris, breathes hetween Jiferabia nd 
“ Mofella. Come to Shiraz, and afk 2 profufton 

“ of the facred {pirit from its inhabitants, who 

“* are perfe€tly virtuous. How thould the fagar 

“ of Egypt be brought to Shiraz, without being 

ie furpad by the fweetnefs of our fair dam+ 

« 


The Perfians have fo high a veneration for 
the memory of this poet, that they give him 
the title of Divine ; and have a cuflom of open- 
ing his book of Odes, upon every remarkable 
occafion, as our old {cholars ufed to open Virgil, 
in order to gather fome omen from the Ea 
lines, which prefent themfelves. 


‘When Nader and his officers were pafling by 
the tomb of Hafez, near Shiraz, one of the 
company opened a collection of his pocms, and, 
either by accident or by defign, firtt caft their 
eyes upon the following Ode, which they applicd 
with one voice to the Conqueror: “ It ‘is but 
“ joft that thou thouldft receive a tribute from 
all fair youths, fince thou art the Sove- 
* yeign of all the Beauties in the univerfe: 
* thy two piercing eyes have thrown Khata 
“ and Kheten into confufion ; India and Ching 
‘* pay homage to thy curled uuss. chy graceful 





poets and philofophers of that city nfed to fit and | 

their works, and which is no Te(s celebrated by their writers 

then the Zifis and Cep!s/ur of the Athenians, tA 2 
© Literally abe ja of Klar : this Hero or Sage is faid, in 

the Perfiagomances, to have gained immortality by driak- 

ing (Ab: diye) the fountain of fife. Sec MENINSKI in 

the word Gf 5 

5 © mouth 
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£2,734 mouth gave the ftreams of life to Kbexr 5 thy 
hen, * fugared lip renders the fweet reeds of Egypt 
* contemptible *.” 


At the feftival of Nuréz, a nobleman of high 
rank was fent by the Sultan to Nader, with 2 
congrat letter upon his frefh victories, in 
which he made him a grant of four provinces, 
Khorafan, Mazenderan, Carman, and Seiftan, re- 
guefting him to accept the title of Sultan, and 
to wear a diadem fet with jewels, which he re- 
cetved at the fame time. The fame nobleman 
brought a number of rich mantles, which 
he prefented, in the Afiatick manner, to Nader’s 

3 and he was attended by Abu’/ Cafem, a 
man of the Law, who had orders to propofe a 
marriage between Rizakuli, Nader's fon, and a 
younger daughter of the late Shab Huflein. The 
General moft of thefe honours, but 
declined bearing any title, which might only 
raife envy, wi bringing any folid advan- 





* In the fame manner, before his edition againit 
Tasris, his friends confalted the poems of Hafiz, and, upon 
opening the volume, found the following couplet: ** O 
“« Hafez, thou hat taken Jréé and Pars with thy fweet 


“© poetry 5 for it is the f Bagdad and 
w. Peart This inthe lak couplet of the Ole, which bow 
gins, 

and” Sly vi'7 3 ool sy 
cect AS (ae gt Cig. ely 
‘Mcbongh the swine infpirss us evith joy, ond the gal, foatters ry 

ee se Ni it a eee perk one 
8: extremely frvert. 


a tage + 
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4D: 
with a princely liberality, he ordered money to S24 + 


coined in his name in the province of Khora/az; 
by which a& he virtually affumed the govern- 
ment of the whole Empire. It was at this time, 
if ever, that he took the name Tabmafp Kuli, or, 


Servant of Tabmafp, together with the title of © 


ban or lord; though it is by no means certaia, 
that he was at all known by that name, which 
is not once given to him by his Perjiax hiftoriaa= 
his favourite general, indeed, was named Ta)- 
mafp Kuli Khan, and our merchants in Afia, whe 
were, perhaps, unacquainted with the trae fate 
of affairs, might cafily confound the titles of 
thefe illuftrious friends. 


‘When all thefe ceremonies were ended, Nader 
Jed his army to Shufer, the ancient Sufa, Capi 
of a Province to which it gives its name. 
an officer, whom Afbraf had fent to Coxftanti- 

*nople, and who was returning with an anfwor 
from the Porte, threw himfelf before the fect 
of Nader, and gave him the letter of Sultan 
Abmed to the ufurper, by which he clearly difco- 
vered, that awar with theZurks could not poflibl 
be avoided. His own ambaflador alfo fent word, 
that he could not procure a direét efor fromthe 

“STurkith minifters, with regard to the refistution of 
Azarbigiag, and that the Turks had commilted 
many open“atls of beftility. He foon found this 
account to be tr@; and received intelligence, 
that a numerous army, under the command of 


Ofmén Pafos, was encamped near the city of * 


Hamadaa : upon which he advanced, and offered 
them kattle; but, after a few difcharges of their 
arti Ofman retreated towards the city, 
where Heing joined by Timir Pafba, Covers 


3 


379 
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#.b.1730. of Van, he returned at the head of their united 
Roles forces, and met the Perfans im a plain, called 
Meléir. There is nothing fo tedious in Lib 
as the defcriptions of battles, unlefs th tay 

Some frriking inflance of Sogacity or are hae 

. wealoed ome iotery riper bag where a vi 
our force or courage, 
‘ee is wfually vid cafe in unpolifhed ug 
it is difficult to Y pender foch deftriptions cither 
inftruétive or entertaining. In this place it will 
be fafficient to fay, that Nader entirely defeated 
the two Bafoa's, feized their artillery, together 
with an immenfe booty, and entered the city of* 
Hamadan without obftracion. The inhabitants 
received him with a tumultuous joy, and tex 
thoufand Perfian captives, whom the Turks hid 
kept in chains, regarded him as a beneficent 
power, fent for their delivery. 


Homadan Is a city of Parthia, firit built, if 
we believe the Eaftern writers, by Darius, who 
made it the feat of his Empire. ts fituation is 
greatly celebrated by the Perfans, who fre- 
quently enlarge upon the beauty of its walks 
and jens, and the clearnefs of the rivulets, 
by which they are watered. There is a valley 
near the city, called Mawafbén, which is dc 
feribed by an 4rabian poet, as onc of the mo 
delightful {pots in Afa. 


In this agreeable place Nader fed for 
feveral days; and afterwards marched to Tabriz, 
the capital of Azarbigian, which he entered 
—- any confiderable oppofition, as the two 

generale, Gfnan fnan and Timur, not reco= 

vered the of their late defeat. 34} treated 
the Turkifo officers, who were taken mune 
with 
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with great refpeé and politenels; but employed 4.D.1750. 
the captives of a lower rank in repairing the walls ont, 
of the city, and fent the largeft cannons and mor- 

stars, which the Turks left behind them, fo 

his fortrefs of Kelat, the dcftined place of his 
retirement. 


A number of fmaller cities were recovered by 
this vidtory ; and the report of Nader’s fuccefs 
fpread a general confternation in the very Capi- 
tal of the Turkifé Empire. It mutt feem ftrange 
at the fit view, that, although the Zurks brin; 
into the field more numerous armies, than moi 
other nations, yet they feldom have gained any 
confiderable advantage by the fuperiority of 
their numbers. The truth of it is, an army, 
like an human body, may be lefs active in pro- 
portion to its bulk; and there is no more reafon, 
why the Turk fhould defeat the Perfian moun- 
faineer, becaufe he cutnumbers his cnemies ten 
to one, than, why an elephant fhould over- 
power a tiger by its fuperiour ftrength and fize, 
‘We may add to this, that the Turkish horfes are 
in general too large and inactive, and that their 
cavalry bears no kind of proportion to their 
infantry. 

. 


While Nader was purfuing this noble courfe 
in Afia, a dreadful revolution happened in the 
metropolis of the Othman empire. When he 
firft demanded the reftitution of Acarbigian or 
Media to the Perfians, Abmed and his Vizir were 
very willing to reftore it; but were pre- 
‘vented by an infurredtion of the Janiffaries, who 
‘were jugly enraged at lofing their eftates, and 
infifted Apon defending them with the beft of 
their blo. After the defeat of A/braf, and the 

Dd taking 
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«eo, the point o! 2 peace wit erfian 
reais 3 but the pike eerageia incenfed 
at his proceeding, com; ¢ Sultan to give 
him up, and put him to a cruel death: tet 
which they di Abmed, who furvived his 
diff but 2 time, and raifed bis nephew 
Mabméd to the throne of Conftantinople. 


Nader was now meditating the fiege of Erivan, 
capital of Armenia, when he received a very 
alarming piece of news from the province of 
Khorafan. 


Huffein, prince of Candahér, juftly fearing, 
that en be bis own turn fe fall the weight of 
Nader’s arm, had taken advantage of his diftant 
expedition againft the Turks, and had fent an 
army into Khorafan, under the command of his 
new General Sefde/. ‘The whole province was 
foon thrown into confwfion : the inhabitants of 
Herat and Ferab openly revolted; and the Af 
gans advanced even to the walls of Mefbed. On 
receiving this intelligence, he left Armenia, and 

+ fent notice to his brother Zobsireddeula of his 
intended return to Khorafan, fiiGily enjoining 
lim to avoid a battle with the Afgans : but that 
rath and obftinate prince neglected the order, 
os fallying sae Pagers on the feventy event h 
of July, engaged the befiegers, who drove hi 
Le Re a tharp confi. , 


In the méan time Nader was marching to- 
wards Khorafan, and reached Cazvin,on the 
feventeenth of Auguit: bis very najfe fpread 
terrour before bim, and compenfated thefill fuccels 
of his brother’s arms, by delivering fed oa 

fi a defpe- 
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2 defperate fiege. The , ever haughty 42.1710. 
and i flea, ‘eteed fora the city with a tase Snes 
ture ar and indignation ; wh 
treated flowly to Hod gil et iss ‘il the tase 
“through which tliey paffed. 


Nader could not reach Methed till Oftober 
where he fpent the remainder-of the year in“ 
regulating the affairs of his metropolis, and in 
reviewing his troops. His army was encamped 
in a plain called Chebarbég, or, the four gardens, 
famous for containing the tomb of Aly, fon of 
Mufa, the tutelar faint of the province: All the 
foldiers panted with smnpaticoce for the opening 
of the campaign ; and hi: fence gave anew 
life to the citizens, who to refume in 
Pree their ufual eecupations, and looked up to 
a with veneration, as-their fovercign and de- - 
iverer. i 


At the beginning of the new year, were fo-4.D.a731 

lemnized the nuptials of Fathima, fifter of the S++ 
Shah, and the prince Rizekuli, a hopeful youth, 
about fourteen years old. On this occafion, near 
two months were fpent, either in rejoicing and 
feafts, or in hunting in the forefts of Abiurd. 
There is fomething very martial in the Afatick 
manner of hunting: a large tra&t of woodland 
is enclofed with toils; which are gradually con- 
tracted, till a great number of wild beaits are 
colleéted in a {mall circle, where the hunters kill 
them with {pcars, to the found of trumpets and 
other inftruments of warlike mufick. 


the fourteenth of March, Nader left Methed, 

and‘ encamped on the fecond of /, upon. 
the funks ofa sver, before the of Herat 
os 2 t 
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4.Ds73.At midnight a body of Afgans, with Seidal at 
Nod-4- their head, paffed the river,’and, fecured from 
Y detection by the darknefs of the night, appeared 
Fe fuddenly before a caftle, where Nader, attended. 
otly by eight guards, was giving orders to 
= his engincets. As foon as he was apprifed of 
his danger, he drew his fabre, and Tilhed into 
the midft of the enemies, where he fuftained a 
very unequal fi till his other gerd came 
to his relief, who compelled Seidal to retreat, 
with the lofs of his beft men, and to fave bim- 

Sef by fusimming over the river. 


On the next morning Nader invefted the city : 
hs was greatly impeded in his works by the 
frequent fallies of the Afgans, but they were fo 
often repulied, that they determined at lait to 
remain within the walls, and to aft only upon 
the defenfive. Nader howcver, finding the city 
admirably fortified, and having intelligence from 
a prifoner, that the inhabitants were difheffed 
for provifions, pseferred the flow, but certain, 
effect of a blockade to the danger of a fiege, 
and enclofed the city on every fide. in the 
mean while, Zobeireddoula made {ome attone- 
ment for his late difgrace, by the vigour with 
which he pufhed the fiege of Ferdh: he foon 
took it, and put the 4/gans, who had defended 
it, to the fword. ‘ 


The blockade of Herat lafted till the clofe of 
the year; at which time, Al/ayar, whofe pro« 
vifions were exhauited, began to think of capi- 
tulating ; though his principal officer, 2i/ficdr, 
a fierce and de: ‘barbarian, had made<he 
garrifon take a oath on the Afcoran, phat 
they would rather die than open the gate Bs 

. a p> 
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happened, that, Al/ayar, in the corfufion o¢-4 D.1732. 
cafioned by Nader’s approach, had left his women Nad. + 
and children in a neighbouring fortrefs, where’ 7 
they had been taken by the Perfans; and, as 
an Afiatick cannot fupport the idea of a difbonour 
offered to bis feraglio, he {ent fome of his minifters, 
to propofe terms of accommodation, and promifed 
to farrender the city, if bis women were reftored. 
Nader accepted the propofat; and invited the 
mefiengers to a feaft in his tent, which they were 
furprifed to fee adorned with the heads of three 
hundred Afgan chiefs, fixed upon lances. In the 
morning he fent the women to Allayar, who, 
fhocked at the reception of his minifters, and 
having obtained his principal end by the return 
of his family, refolved to peiith by famine, ra- 
ther than fubmit to the befiegers, and having 
ordered his women to be strangled, that they 
mjght not furvive their lod, he prepated to 
{nfiain the fiege. The Perfian General, irritated 
by the perfidy of the governor, began to bombard 
the city, and, perceiving a icable breach, 
was on the point of giving ordcrs for an affault, 
when the garrifon opened the gates, and fur- 
rendered at difcrction. Nadcr, who was no lefs 
mild after a victory, than violent before it, 
treated the perfidious Governor with great hu- 
manity, and gave him a fettlement in the pro- 
vince of Multén, whither he foon retired with 
his dependents, and the mifcrable remains of 
his family. The other dfgans were tranfplanted 
to thofe parts of Adorafan, which required moft 
cultivation ; and the city of Herat was filled with 


a Perfian sgrrifon. 
The favage race of Afgans, who had ruined 
i A of Pi 


the kin; erfia, woge now either de- 
sd D3 ftroyed, 
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A Date ftroyed, or difperfed in various parts of the Em. 


Negra a bility of regaining their 
= Bre, pasen Big who had taken 
refuge in ae Candabar, and the northern 


of Tndefan which kin lor was then ruled 
Motammed Shah, an indolent and luxuious 
prince, who was wholly immerfed i in voluptuouf- 
nefi’, and at that time little thought, how foon a 
vidtorious invader would difpofe of his immenfe 
eafirt and fill the frreets of Denis with the 
blood of bis fubsetts, 
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SECTION 


The Turkith war. 


HE Minifters of the Sultan, who fought 4..273s. 
every occafion to humiliate Naderkuli, per- Nad. 4s- 

fuaded the credulons prince to take advantage “— 
of his abfence in Khorafan, and to affume 
command of the Perfian army: they extolled 
the valour of the Monarch, extenuated the 
merits cf tage and him to bear_ 
2 part at leaft in the delivering Perfia ; 
by which fuggeftions fewns at length patie to 
take the field, and marched towards Erivan, the 
Capital of Armenia, A body of Turks, who op- 

ofed his paffage, were put to flight ; and this 

rit fuccefs fo elated him, that he fat down be- 
fore the City, thinking to ftrike a panick into 
the inhabitants by the terrour of his name. His 
method of attack was extremely new: he re- 
mained near three months on the banks of the 
Aras, in a conftant courfe of diverfions and feafts, 
until, finding his provifions almoft {pent, he re- 
treated to Tubriz ; where he took a City already 
taken, depofed the governor, whom Nader had 
appointed, and advanced in triumph to Su/ta- 
nia, with a determined refolution to deftroy all 
the Turkife armies, who thould dare to obftruct 
hin. 


Whilft he was amufing himfelf with thefe 
fplendrd projets, he was unfortunately met by 
an army of Turks under the command of Abmed 
Pasha, » confammate General, and an admirable 

‘ D4 Statef> 
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Statefman; who, for many years, had eluded the 
intrigues of his rivals at the Porte, and, having 
preferved his government of Bagdad with un- 
common reputation, had outlived moft of the 
Bafbas of the Turkish empire. Tabmafp, oncé 
in his life, ated wifely ; and attempted to de- 
cline a battle; but, finding himfcif under the 
neceflity of engaging with dimed, he gave the 
chief command of his army to one of his Gene- 
rals, Mohammed Khan, and referved the left wing 
to himfelf. Moban:med began the fight with 
great intrepidity ; but, after a fhoit engage- 
ment, the left wing, which the Sultan com- 
aimanded, was fcen to give way; and the Turks, 
animated by the example and exhortations of 
Abmed,, purtued their advantage fo vigorouily, 
that the rout of the Perfians became general : 
five thoufand of them were flain on the field, 
and thofe, who could not fave themfelves by 
flight, were made prifoncrs: the Peyfian camp 
was feized, with the ammanition and arilleryy 
and iabmelp returned to Ijpaban, attended only 
by a few of his officers. 





In a fhort time after this, Abmed retook 
Hemadan and Tabriz; fo that the glorious ac- 
tions of Nader were reduccd to nothing by the 
vanity, obftinacy, and cowardice of a Prince, 
whom he had reftored to the'throne of his an- 
cefters. Abmed, acquainted equally with the 
fuperionr abilities of Nader, and with the weak- 
nets of Tahmafp, made an offer of peace to the 
Sab, and propofed, in the name of the Sultan 
Mabiiid, that the Perfians foould keep the cities 
whith Nader had taken, together with alb the ter- 
vitories lying to the eaft of the Aras: the Perfian 
minifters readily accepted the propofals, and 

fs 4 figned 
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figned the articles of +» Which were fent to 4.D.1733. 
Conftantinople to be ratified. A publick rejoicing Nat. +s, 
was ordered on this occafion in the Turkih Capt- — = 
tal; and Abmed, whofe valour and addrefs were 
univerfally applauded, was confirmed in his 
government of Bagdad. 


NADER KULI was rejoicing at the total re 
duétion of the Afgans, and preparing to renew 
the war againit the Zurés, when he received an 
account of the Shad’s expedition, and, with it, 
a copy of the articles which he had figned. His 
indignation was exceflive: he difpatched an 
officer to Conftantinople, with this short meflage 
to Mabmud, Either reflore the whole province 
of Azarbigian, or expect nothing but a defperate 
war: another was fent to Ahmed Paha, biddir 
him prepare for a fudden vifit from the Deliverer 
Pera: and a third fet out for [/paban with an 

eexpoftulatory letter to the Emperor, reque/img 
him io difmifs bis pernicious counfellors, to cancel 
their difhonourable treaty, and to meet bim at Kom 
with all bis forces, that they might march together 
into Armenia and Parthia. At the fame time 
he publithed a fpirited manifefto, in every pro- 
vince and city of Perfia, protefting againft the 
peace, and threatening with his dilpleafure all 
thofe, who fhould refufe to concur with him is 
recovering Media from the Turks: he declared, 
that, after the feftival of the new year, he 
“ would leave Mefbed, and march againft the 
* Turkife hereticks; that the fame providence, 
«« which had enabled him to the Barba- 
*¢ rians from his country, would now protec 
* him againft the oppofers of the truc fect; 
* thas the very angels, who encircled the tomb 
of Ai, called aloud for the deliversice: ice 
« 
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40.1731. thofe brave Perfians, who had loft their li- 
fies 45: «© berty in defending the rights of their prophet, 

and who were not fo much as named in the 
«© Emperor’s treaty ; that it was an ignoble bar- 
“ gain, to accept only the territories on the ont 
* tide of the 4:as,. when thofe on the other fide 
© of it alfo might have been wiefted from the 
enemy by force; that it was the higheft dif- 
“ ionour to conclude a peace after a defeat, 
« which the haughty fons of Othman would at- 
fect to confider as an act of Ienity on their 
« fide, and of fubjection on the fide of the 
“ Perfans :? he concluded by denouncing perpe- 
tual tnfamy on all thofe, who ‘foould be remifs in 
purficing the Tarkifh war, and declaring, that he 
would punifh as rebels, thofe, who in any fenfe 
Sfrould oppafe bis defigns. 


He fpent the next three months in recruitin; 
his army, and encouraging his officers and fol+ 
diers, by the moft ftriking aéts of liberality *. 
In this interval alfo he vilited Kelat and Abiurd, 
the fcenes of his youthful exploits, for which he 
retained to bis laff bour a peculiar fondnefs, and, 
obferving the ruins of fome old crftles in a plain 
‘about thirty-fix miles frown Ale/bed, which was 


© Among the many prefents, which Nad gave at this 
time to his officers, were fevers) of the fineft horles of fa, 
in the breeds of which he was particularly curious: the 
Perfan bitorian fays, inhis Sgurative fyle, that bef bores 
of the race of Galgiin and oped lite Rakbth. Gulgfe (2) 


ot, Refencolesred, and Rakbfo ( yet y or Lightning, are the 
names of twohor{es highly celebrated by theEaftern poets: the 
former belonged to Pereiz, king of Perfa, and the fecond 
to Reflem, the Hero of Ferduf’s Epick poem, 
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watered with beautiful rivulets, and had like- 40.173. 
wife the advantage of an cxcellent air, he or- Ned.+s- 
dered thofe edifices to be rebuilt, and the whole 
country around them to be cultivated, with « 

Befign, no doubt, of paffing the decline of bis life 

in Phat part of bis dominions, 


On his return to his Mefhed the twenty- 
fixth of May, an Ambaflador arrived from the 
Rufian court, who declared that, in com- 
pliance with his requeft, the Emprefs was 
willing to refign the province of Gbilan, and 
the other conquefts of Peter I, on the coaits of 
‘the Ca/pian fea. He difmifled the Ambaflador ; 
and fent with him two approved officers, to fee 
his orders pundually executed. At the begin- 
ning of July, intelligence was brought, that ihe 

ns had departed from the frontiers 
of Perfia; upon which Nader appointed a go- 
vernar of Ghilan, who fet out immediately fr 
the place of his refidence. 


While Naderkuli was thus employed in pre- 
paring a powerful army againft the Turks, the 
dhah, diretted by his minifters, was concerting 
pacifick meafures in J/pahan, and confirming his 
treaty with Abmed. . 


On hearing this, the General left Kborafan, 
and bent his courfe towards Ifpahat, marching 
all night with great expedition, and halting eac 
day at noon by reafon of the intenfe heat. On 
the fixteenth of Augu/t he cocamped in a plain, 
called The garden of Henargerib, clote to the 
walls of Ipaben + his arrival was equally unex- 

to the court, and to the populace, but it 
a very different effec on them ; nee the 
’ 
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4D.1732. firft confidered him as a powerful and incenfed 

Nad.45. enemy, the fecond, as the guardian of thcir 
liberties : the courtiers fhowed him thofe marks 
of refpe€t, which they could not fafely refufe, 
but the inhabitants m general celebrated bis 
prefence with the moft grateful and undifigrpbled 
Joys 


After A day {pent in mirth and feftivity, the 
emperor fupped with Nader in his tent, together 
with the principal officers of his army. /f was 
the defign of his Highnefs, {ays the Perfan author, 
to drown all caufes of animofity between the Shab 
and himfelf, in the flowing cups of the banquet, 
Gnd to procure bis approbation 3 the Turkifh war; 
at the conclufion of which, be meaned to leave the 
reins of empire with Tahmatp, and to retire into 
bis own territories: but, whether this were his 
real intention. or aro it is certain, tae he could 
not ail wi Emperor to bre: e peace, 
which his minifters had concluded, but ou ae 
tifted to fee him fit with a fullen referve, during the 
swhole entertainment. 


The next day he called a Conncil of all 
his officers, and, having related to them what 
had paffed in the preceding‘ night, inftnuated, 
that he could not be anfwerable for the dangers, 
which might enfue, if the Sultan foould pete in 
his diflike to the war; and that he feemed rather 
an affociate of their enemies, than a father of bis 
people: upon which the whole affembly ex- 
claimed with one voice, that the Sultan was 
umworthy of @ throne, which he could neither de- 
Send by bis valour, nor dignify by his wifdem ; and 
that the diadem juftly belonged to Him, whofe 

cour age 
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courage and candy bad refored it to its original A.D.2733. 
Spendur. : Nad.45- 


a is not ealy to fay, whether Nader had 
thoughts of affuming the dignity at this 
time hs whether he abt hte Ge fae 
vourableYundture, or was not fufficiently fecure 
of his ftrength, he declined the flattering offer 
of the Council, yet confented, that Tabmapp 
thould be dethroned, and his place fupplied by 
his fon Abbas, an infant only eight months old. 
Upon this, Abbas, the third of that name, was 
crowned king of Perfa with t folemnity 5 
and Nader nas proclaimed Regest daring bis a 
Joncy : his unfortunate father was fent in a litter 
to ‘afan, where a magnificent prifon was 
prepared for him and his ieraglio, in which he 
pact the remainder of his life, and, no doubt, 

found his retirement, however difgraceful, more 
fuitible to the indolence of his temper, and the 
weaknefs of his underftanding, than the per- 
petual anxieties of a throne. 


The fir a of the Regent was, to fend Am- 
baffadors to the Empreis of Rufia, and the 
Great Mogul, informing them of the acceffion 
of Shah Abbas, and requefting the Indian mo- 
narch, in the moft prefling terms, éo prevent the 
Afgan fugitives from taking fhelter in bis territories. 


He then prepared for his grand project of 
driving the Turks from the Perfian frontiers ; and 
accordingly, having marched by Carmanjbah, 
he encamped in a plain, called Mabidefit, in- 
tending to advance the next day againft the 
firong hold of Zobab, where the enemy had 
repolited a confiderable ftore of ssunpaition, 

ani 
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40.1733. and the taking of which would contribute 


greatly to his in the fiege of Bagdad: 
but, ing that a large body of Turks had 
left the caftle, and were advancing to oppofe 
him, Nader, whofe prudence was equal to “his 
valour, chofe to decline a battle, at a time, when 
the lofs of his men would have a great 
obftacle to his defigns, and determined to reach 
Zobéb by another route, which lay over a vaft 
mountain, called Carvan: he therefore fet out 
at break of day, in oppofition to the remon- 
ftrances of his Generals, who reprefented the 
defiles as impaffable. He Sree them, hows 
ever, that few things were impofible to perfeverance 
and Pra ber teading his arm Pipmetimes 
6n foot, fometimes on horfeback, through narrow 
paffes covered with fnow, and on the borders of 
Precipices, he brought them by funfet to a valley 
‘on the other fide, where, after a thort interval 
of reft, he left his main body, and advanceil in 

erfon at the head of only fix hundred men : 

e rode all night without intermiflion, and, in 
the morning, found himfelf clofe to the fortrcia, 
which, although his army had not yet joined 
him, he prepared to attack, as he knew it to be 
almoft defencelefs. The Turks, awakened by 
the trampling of the Perfian horfe, appeared on 
the battlements, and, ed at their fudden 


-Approach, dropped their. arms on the firft 


fummons, and furrendered. Nader found 
a rich booty in the caftle, and treated the 


+ Turkith garrifon with great lenity: he had 


ridden an hundred and three miles without 
ftopping, and, by this vigorous ftep, ftruck his 
enemies with terrour whilft he fecured to him- 
fel€ a moft advantageous fituation. Some days 
after this, the army arrived, aftonithed at their 


leader’s 
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leader’s intrepidity, and encouraged by his ex- 40.1714, 
ample: he ee Ee nd forts oe Zobab, and Nad. 45. 
was foon joined by the forces of Azarbigian, 
-commanded by the governor of Tauris. 


The city of Bagdad had ev ible ad- 4.D.173%. 
vantagy. It was fituated in a large aain on the Nad-46. 
banks of the Tigris: its circuit was perfectly 
round, and it was enclofed by a double wall, 
flanked with ftrong baftions : sts fuburbs, built 

on the weftern fide of the river, refembled a 
fmaller city, and were joined to the greater by 

an elegant bridge; but its fureft defence was in 

the prudence and refolution of its governor, 
Abmed, who determined to maintain it to the 

laft extremity. 


The Regent wifhed to put the whole cam- 
paign to the hazard of a decifive battle, and 

shade a Show of marching towards the city of 
Kerctk, in hopes of drawing Ahmed into the - 
field, but, finding that he remained within the 

walls, he returned by another route towards 

Bagdad. Uc was met in his return by twelve 

thoufand Turks, commanded by Fateh, governor 

of Diurbecr, who was taken prifoner at the firft 

onfct, and his misfortune was Soon followed by 

a total rout of his'army. 


Nader was equally fuccefsful on the next - 

morning; and defeated a Batha, named Mobam- 
med, whom Abmed had fent to reconnoitre the 
Perfians. In this laft aétion, a Perfian foldier 
purfued a Turk fo far, that, before he could kill 
him, he was overtaken by the night, and forced 
to wander about the plains till break of day, 
when he was greatly farprifed to find hamlet 

. + ubder 


48 Tut HISTORY .or tax 


$2iz7ys under the walls ee bene ee 
+ cei 7 a fin, fence 
= OF ‘mind, he “advanced wldly to the Turkifo 
fentinels, and demanded an ‘audience of the 
wernor, as 2 mefenger from the Regent of Pesfia; 
Scar which he bees font Reem kom 
introduced to Admed, to whom he faid, 4s from 
Nader, * The Perfians have long defired to give 
“ you battle: if you have any {pirit, meet them 
“in the field; if not, open the gates of the 
* city.” Abmed replied, that it was not in his 
power to ait in oppofition to the pofitive orders of bis 
court, and fent back with an efcort of Ja- 
niffaries. When the regent heard this adven- 
ture, he fmiled at the addrefs of the man, but 
ordered his prifoner Fateh, whom he generoufly 
fet at liberty, to affure the governor, that no fuch 

meffage came from Him. 


On the eighth of, February, the Perfans pre- 
pared. to pais the Tigris on ‘a raft or float, con 
trived by an European engineer : it was formed 
of large beams of palm-tree wood, faitened to- 
er with cables, and made lefg liable to fink. 
having a number of camel’s fkins tied to if, 
which were fewed up, and filled with air. Nader 
firt went over with two thonfand five hundred 
men, and, having left orders for the reft of his 
troops to follow him, marched on with great 
rapidity. On thencxt morning fiftecn thoufand 
men pafled on the float; after which it fell to 
es, and much time was loft in repairing it. 
n the mean while, the Regent was in a country 
Kittle known to him, furrounded with a multitude of 
enemi¢s, at the bead of a fmall part only of bis 
army, and feparated from bis camp by a broad 
rivers 


i 
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Tt_was his intention, to fall fuddenly upon 4.p.1733. 
the Turks, who were ftationed op fite to Mthe Nd 
erfian camp ; but, a body of Janiffaries having’ ~~~ 
Sikovesed him, they fied with Pears, and 
eatried the alarm into the city. Abmed, who 
had diligently obferved his motions, and was 
now apprifed of his fituation, fent againft him 
thirty thoufand men, commanded by Mufafa 
Pafea, bie A formidable train of artillery ; 
upon which the Regent, perceiving an engage- 
ment to be inevitable, detached a body of Casas 
and Afgans againft the enemy ; the former of 
whom retreated after a fort fhirmjb, but the latter, 
with a fiercenefs, that ever charatterized their 
nation, Supported the fight vigoroufly againft 
a very fuperiour force. ¢ Regent itrove, as 
far as he was able, to raife the {pirits of his 
troops; but, knowing the danger of engaging, 
and fearing the infamy of appearing to retreat, 
she was penetrated with the ‘deepal afflittion : 
all his glory, acquired by fo many defperate 
enterprifes, was likely to be obfcured, and his 
magnificent projects were on the point of bein: 
reduced to nothing, by his own impatience an 
rafhnefs. ‘Whilft he was fighting more through 
defpair, than with any well-grounded hope of 
vidtory, he difcovered a cloud of duft, which 
he: foon found to be raifed by the fifteen thou- 
fand Perfians, who had paffed the river on the 
float: as foon as they reached the plain, Nader 
led them to the attack with a furious joy, and 
faftained the battle with fuch advantage, that 
the Turkifo army was thrown into diforder 5 
and each fquadron, confulting their own fafety, 
ficd at randony towards the city whence they 
had fallied. In this ation five thoufand Turks 
were fain; all their field-picces were feized, 
E and 


so 
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4.D.1733- and the Perfians took feffion of a town, called 
Nui. Qld Bagdad, with res bridge over the 


Tigris : the night was {pent by the conquerors in 
mirth and exultation, and on the next morning, 
the Regent amply rewarded the Afgans, to whofe 
valour the firccels was chiefly owing, but fternly 
reprimanded the Curdi/b officers, whofe detach- 
ment had fo fhamefully left the field. This de- 
feat of Muftafa Pafha was a fevere blow to the 
Turks : ina fhort time after it they loft five ad- 
jacent cities, which were ill defended, and the 
egent avas enabled to pufh the fiege of Bagdad 
with every advantage imaginable. He invelted 
the city on all fides, and enclofed it with round 
towers, built at equal diftances from each other, 
in which he ftationed a company of men, who 
prevented the garrifon from making a fally ; he 
repaired the raft, and ordered others to be 
made, which were continually pafling and re- 
afling the river with ammunition and ftores:; 
les which, a number of barges were, by his 
orders, launched in the Tigris, for the conve- 
nience of tranfporting his men and artillery. 
His want of large cannon put it out of his 
power to batter in breach; nor had he a fuf- 
ficient ftore of thells to fupport a regular bom- 
bardment ; fo that he dropped all thoughts of 
ftorming the city, and determined to reduce it 
by a blockade. In about two months the gar- 
rifon began to be diftrefled for want of provi- 
fions ; and foon after, a famine enfued, which 
drove the inhabitants to fuch an excefs of de- 
{pair, that many of them threw themfelves over 
the ramparts; and they, who outlived the fall, 
came in a fuppliant manner to the Perfian camp, 
yhere they were received with great liberality. 


From 
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From this time to the beginning of July, the 4.D.x713. 
governor of Bagdad amufed the Regent with Ned: 46 
pretended negotiations, fometinies expreffing a 
defire to furrender the city, and fometimes requefiing 
@ mont!’s delay to confider cf it ; till a fpy, who, 
under the difguife of a Pe.fan, had approached 
near enoxg’ to the walls to throw a letter over 
them, gave notice, that Ofman Patha was making 
Sorced marches to his relief at the head of a nu- 
merous arey; on which Abpud broke all his 
engagements, and dectaicd, that he would de- 
fend the city to extiemity. Nader, having alfo 
received inturmation of Ofmen’s approach, re- 
fol.ed to give him Lattle. and marched againft 
him 0. he feventcenth ot July, leaving twelve 
tho. ¢ ncn at Bagdad to continue the block- 
aa.. ° met the Turkifh army in a plain, di- 
vicv. \ the Tigris, and immediately attacked 
then von with undaunted courage: in a fhort 
tithe the action became general, and both fides 
fought with intrepidity ; till the intenfe hem of 
the fun took away their ftrength and fpitits, 
In the midit of the combat, Nader, who fhared 
the toil and danger of it with the meancft of 
his foldiers, had mortally wounded two Tihs, 
who were falicn under him; but one of them, 
in the agony of death, ftruck his hoife in the 
belly, who fall down with gieat force, and ex- 
pofed the Regent to extreme peiil: he foon 
recavered the hock, and mounted another horfe, 
wha was prefently fhot under him, as he was 
galloping between the lines. He vaulted with 
agility on a third horfe 5 but the intolerable heat, 
the vaft number of the enemies, who were faid 
to fall little hort of an hundred thoufand men, 
and the imminent danger to which the Regent 
had been twice expofed, entircly difheartened 

ry Eo his 
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4.0.1733. his troops ; and he, perceiving them inclined to 

Nad.46 | give way: cominanded a retreat to be founded, 
and fent orders for the twelve thoufand men, 
whom he had left before Bagdad, to raife the 
Jfege, and to follow him with all poffible expedition. 
‘The Perfians, who were ftationed on the caftern 
fide of the Tigris, joined the main body without 
much difficulty ; but thofe on the oppofite fide, 
fecing that Ahmed Jad denolifked the bridge, and 
fet fire to the boats, were obliged to take another 
route, conducted through forefts and ever moun- 
tains by fome wandering Arabs, who are always 
glad to teftify their abhorrence of the Zurki/p 
nation. On this day two thoufand Perfians were 
flain, and more than twice that number of 
Turks : Ofman entered BagJad in triumph, and 
was confidered by the inhabitants as a guardian 
angel. ; 


The Regent, only more animated by this dif- 
grace, was turning all his thoughts upon the 
means of retrieving his honour ; with which 
siew he fummoned the governors of all his 
provinces, to meet him, at the head of their 
deft troops, in a plain near Hamadan, whither 
he arrived on the fecond of Auguft: here he 
reviewed his army, and, as if his late defeat had 
been a fignal iGory, diftributed a large fam 
among his foldiers, to each of whom he gave 
double the value of the arms or horfes, which 
they had loft in the battle of Bagdad. 


On the thirtieth of September he led his troops 
into the ficld, which were now confiderably 
reinforced by the arrival of the Perfian govei- 
pours ; he took the road of Carmax/bah, where 
hearing, that Mebgmmed Pajha and, other Turkish 

‘ come 
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commanders were waiting to oppofe his paflage, 4.D.1733. 
he advanced with Tnoredible celerity, ie hopes Passages 
of furprifing them by night; but, having met 
with unexpected delays, he could not reach their 
camp till daybreak. His fudden appearance, 
at the head of a large army, fo confounded the 
Turks, that they fled in diforder without ftriking 
a blow, and left their ammunition to the Per- 
fins, who, being wearied with their long march, 
repofed for feveral days in the plain. On the 
twenty-fecond of Oétober, the Regent advanced 
towards Kercéik, and halted in a place, called 
Elmidaran: here he reviewed bis army, and 
exhibited 2 feigned battle with all the evolutions 
and operations of a real engagement. 3 


Ofman, in the mean time, having left Bagdad, 
‘was encamped near Kerciik: his tents were en- 
clqfed with ftrong intrenchments; and he was 
fo elevated with his late fuccefs, that, on hearing 
of Nader’s approach, he difdained to meet him 
in perfon, and fent a {mall detachment againit 
him, commanded by one of his officers. Thefe 
were foon defeated, and fled promifcuouily to- 
wards Erzerfim ; which difafter, joined to the 
intelligence, continually brought, of Nader’s 
firength, alarmed the Turkijh general, and de- 
termined him to act with greater caution; fo 
that the Regent, having in vain attempted to 
draw him into the field, and having fent him 
amoft reproachful challenge without receiving 
an anfwer, returned to Bagdad; where having 
eafily recovered his former ftations on the Tigris, 
he renewed the fiege with a he) vigour than 

before : his troops were confiderably reinforced, 
and his camp abounded with Provinons 3 A 
Abmed, who, relying upon O/man’s fapport, . 
, who, relying ee Poomieded 
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4.D.1733. Neglected to prepare for a fecond fiege, was 
‘Raia’. teen reduced to a diftrefsful fituation. 


The Turkifo commander in chief, hearing of 
Nader’s return to Bagdad, detached againft him 
a body of twelve thoufand men, under a 
Batha named Memefb ; who, after a rapid march, 
pitched his tents iff a valley, at a fmall diftance 
from a very extenfive plain. Nader was ex+ 
tremely rejoiced at a profpect of regaining his 
honour, and, having {elected the Hower of his 
troops, advanced at their head by a road little 
frequented, and was clofe to the Turkifh camp 
early, in the morning ; when, obferving the 
enemy to be in great Giorder, he attacked them 
with uncommon violence, and drove them from 
their ftation. Mean while Ofman, fearing left 
Memefh fhould gain the credit of the fecond vic- 
tory, led his whole army into the plain, jut as 
the detachment of the Bafha had broken their 
tanks, and were flying with Precipitate fpeed. 
“the Perfians purfued them with eagernefs, and 
penetrated into the heart of the Turkith army, 
who were thunderftruck with a blow fo little ex- 
peded. Ofman was feated in 2 fplendid litter, 

ts age and infirmities rendering him incapable 
of much fatigue, and his principal officers were 
receiving his orders, when the flight of Meme/b 
ftruck terrour into his men: in a fhort time 
their coniternation was fo t, that he was 
perfuaded to mount his horie, and fave himfelf 
by a fwift retreat; but, the Regent having fent 
two bodies of Perfans round the mountains to 
intercept him, he found himfelf fuddenly at- 
tacked in front, while the impetuous Nader har- 
raffed him in the rear. His anxiety was foon at 
an end: a Perfian foldier, who, diftinguithed 
him 
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fanouly. from fs’ herfey" andy baving. fat 
ioully is and, havin, gs? 
ftabbed him to the heart, carried his head to the “¥™ 
Regent on the point of a fpear. Ten thoufand 

Turks were flain, before the Perfians were clearly 

matters of the field: the camp and military 

ftores of the enemy were feized, and a number 

of Turkifb officers were made prifoners, moft of 
whom.the Regent fet at liberty, and difmiffed 

them with the head and corfe of Ofman, that ° 

they might be honourably interred by his rela- 

tions. After this vidory, the Perfians returned. 

2 Bagdad, with a full affurance of a fuccefsful 

iege. 


On the fecond of December, Abmed fent 2 mef- 
fenger to the Regent, with propofals of accom- 
modation, for which his court had given him 
full powers : the chief articles of the propofed 
convention were, that aif the provinces, which 
had been wrefted from the Perfians, during the 
troubles in 1723, foould be reftored to them; that 
the limits of the two Empires Joould be Pied at the 
ancient boundaries ; and that all the Perfian pri- 
Soners foould be releafed ; on condition that the Re- 
gent would raife the fiege of Bagdad, and with- 
draw bis army from the Turkith frontiers. Neder 
accepted this offer ; the articles were figned ; 
and fent to Conftantinople to be fatified by the 
“Sultan and his Vizir: Abmed, having releafed 
all the Perfians, who had been taken in the latt 
war, and having diftributed fome rich prefents 
“among the Regent’s officers, difpatched a pe- 
remptory order to the Bathas of Georgia, Ar- 
menia, Shirvan, Azarbigien, and Irak, to cva- 
cuate their provinces as foon as poffible. After 
this important viory, Neder fpent feveral weeks 

: . in 
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40.1733 in viliting the tomb of Ai, and other Mabomedan 
Nad.46- faints, who were buried in the neighbourhood 
of Bagdéd. 


4.Dsry4. At the beginning of the year the Regent 

‘Nad.47- marched to Shiraz, where he pafied three months, 
and in April advancéd to J/paban; where he was 
informed that the Pri , married to Rizakult 
Mirza, had been delivered of a fon juft before 
his arrival, whom they had named Shabrokb : on 
this occafion, as well as on account of his late 
victories, the inhabitants of J/pahan were enter- 
tained with a fumptuous jubilee, and many weeks 
were fpent in pageants and rejoicings. 


In the month of May, a Turkith meffenger ar- 
rived with a letter from the Grand Vizir, inform- 
ing the Regent, that Sultan Mahmud could not 
confider his convention with the governor of Bagdad 
as definitive ; but that bis Highnefs bad appented 
Abdalla, the fon of Kiupruli, is pisipentiary 
and commander in chief; that Abdalla was in 
Diarbecr with bis army, where he waited for a 
Perfian minifter, that the articles of peace might be 
ratified in form. This proceeding of the Vizir 
was in compliance with the ancient maxim of 
the Turks, which enjoins them to make peace at 
the head of an army on the frontiers, that a cef- 
fotion of bopilities may feem an af of condefienfion 
only on their fide; for that high-minded nation 
cannot fupport the idea of leaving the field 
through neceflity. As the Othman court are 
ftrangers to that delicacy of fentiment, which 
Europeans call the point of boneur, it is probable 
that Ahmed’s treaty, how folemnly foever it 
wai figned, was no more than a pretext to in- 
duce the Regent to decamp; and that he had 

: privately 
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privately advifed the vizir to fend an army into 40.1734 
Mefepotemia : it is alfo very veafonable to con- N4.47, 
jecture, that he had fecretly inftruéted the 

nours of Shirvan, and other difmem| pro- 

vinces of Perfa, to delay the reftitution of their 
povernments by all the arts they could devife. 

‘We mutt confefs, that Nader was highly blame- 

able in raifing the fiege of Bagdad, and that, 

in the whole negotiation he was fairly over- 
reached by the abilities of Abmed : it is reported, 

that he frequently ufed to acknowledge his er- 

rour, and always expreffed an high veneration for 

the talents of that able governour, who, baffling 

the intrigues of his own court, and refifting the 

attacks of the Perfian, had kept himfelf in great 
meafure independent of both. 


Though the Regent began to fufpeft the fin- 

, cerity oF the Porte yet he was unwilling to drop 
the negotiation; and fent a plenipotentiary to 
Abdalla, giving him this alternative: eirier fo 
ratify the convention, made at Bagdad, or to meet 
him in the field, and decide their difference by the 
lengeft fword. Yn the mean time he left J/pahan, 
and marched towards Hamadan, which he 
reached on the fourteenth of June; and, learn- 
ing that the Bathas of Shirvan and Daghefun 
were greatly averfe to the convention, and had 
Tefufed to evacuate their cities, he advanced by 
forced marches to their provinces, and {pent the 
four next months in reducing them to obedience, 
which he effedted with no great lofs, and with 
no variety of incidents: perceiving at length 
that Abdalla detained his ambaffador, and meaned 
to amufe him with fpecious offers, he deter- 
mined to renew the war with greater {pirit than 
ever. 


Arngnia 
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42.1 jarmense wes coten to he the ne his ax- 
“47 ploits; and, having caufed a idge to be 
‘ Pied over the Wes, a river, which has been re- 
prefented by fomewriters as too impetuous to 
fupport fuch a work *, he paffed it at the head 
of his army, and encamped on the third of 
November before the city of Ganja. A Batha, 
named 4/i, who then emned this city, an- 
{wered his fummons with haughtinefs, and pre- 
pared to make a refolute defence: he therefore 
deferted the fuburbs, and retired to the Citadel, 
which was very ftrongly fortified, and contained 
2 numerous garrifon. Nader on the other fide 
refolved to make a regular fiege; and, having rid- 
den around the walls, and examined their firength, 
gave orders for the works to be begun, which 

were carried on with uncommon expedition. 


‘When the trenches were opened, the Perfians 
battered the walls ; and the Regent, obferving a‘ 
very high mofque in the fuburbs, which com- 
manded great part of the city, and which 47 
had neglected or forgotten to deftroy, placed 
fome large cannon in it, which played tor eral 
days with no fimall fuccefs, but it was at lait de- 
molifhed by the fire from the ramparts. The 
befiegers bombarded the city day, and night, and 
brought to the ground moft of its mofques and 
other confpicuous buildings; but, not fatisfied 
with this vehement attack, they had recourfe 
alfo to the more fecret, but not lefs formidable, 
expedient of fapping, and fprung feveral mines * 
with great effect, in one of which a fon of the 


Pontem indiguetus Araxcs, Vira. 
Gover- 


Le or NADER SHAH. 59 
Governour loft his life together with feven hundred 4.D.1734. 
Turks, ‘Nad. a7. 


The Regent vifited the trenches every day to 
+dire& an encoprage his engineers ; and one 
morning, as he was looking over a breaftwork, 
without a fufficient regard to his fafety, a cannon 
ball Paffed by his face, and ftrnck off the head of 
2. Perfian officer, who ftood fo near him that his 
robe was {prinkled with the blood: another day 
athell, fired froma a mortar in the city, fell into 
a pavilion, where he was fittiag, and burit clofe 
by his fide, but killed only one of his attend- 
ants, 


During the fiege, Abdalla was advancing to- 4.D.735. 
wards Ganja; and Ali, having notice of his ap- Nl 
roach, relolved to perfift to extremity ; which 
lader alfo difcovering, fent a ftrong detach- 
ment, under an able commander, with fome 
battering cannon, and mortars, to inveft Tefis, 
the Capital of Georgia, hoping to diftract the mind 
of the Turkifo General between the defence of two 
important cities : in the mean while he continued 
the fiege of Ganja, but was greatly impeded by 
the very heavy falls of fhow, which objitrutted 
his engineers, and hindered the effeét of his 
bombardment by ftifling the explofions of the 
thells; the walls alfo were fo thick and ftrong, 
that no pradticable breach had yet beea made in 
them. 


At this time intelligence was received, that 
Ibars, prince of Kbarezm, having had the affu- 
rance to make an incurfion mto Khora/an, 
had met with a very rough reception from the 

Perfian 
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4.1735. Perfian governour, and been forced to repafs the 
Nad.4?- Q.us with great lofs. : 


Juft after the feltival of Nurfz, the Regent be- 
gan to be impatient at the dilatory motions of 
Abdalla; and, having left one of his Generals to 
continue the fiege, he departed from Ganja about 
the middle of April. As he drew near Tefis, he 
heard that Timur, the Governour of Van, was ho- 
vering about the city with a numerous army: 
he therefore marched with great {peed in hopes 
of intercepting him; but could not prevent his 
reinforcing the garrifon, and fupplying them with 
plentiful ftores. Upon this difappointment he 
advanced towards the city of Cars, where Ab- 
dalla was encamped, and furrounded with ftrong 
intrenchments : here he waited for fome time 
in hopes of enticing the Turkifb general into 
the field; but, finding him determined to avoid 
a battle, and not thinking it pradent to attack 
his camp, he led his troops to Erivan, and pre- 
pared to befiege it, not doubting but that the 
danger of three principal cities would roufe Abdalla 
Siom bis inadtivity. ¥ 


Abdalla, wiftaking this motion for a retreat, 
and imputing it to fear, led forth his army, which 
confifted of feventy thowfand horfe, and fi 
thoufand foot, including a large hody of janif~ 
faries : on the eighth of Fune he reached a Spacious 
plain near Erivan, called Baghavend, where he 
encamped. In the evening, Nader appeared on 
the oppofite fide of the plain with no more than 
fifteen thoufand men : he was employed till mid- 
night in difpofing his forces to the beft advantage, 
and in procuring information of his enemies’ 
firength, He ftationed his troops on a riding 

‘ ground, 
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fround, and bade them prepare for an ation 4.3.:73¢ 
at day break ; after which he retired to his tent, Nat +t 
and flept for a few hours. Early in the morning 
he harangued the officers, reprefenting to them 
the danger to which they would be expofed, if 
they failed to exert their utmoft valour and faga- 
city én this occafion; he told them, that the 
Turks outnumbered them eight to one, and that no- 
thing but the moft undaunted courage on their fide 
could preferve themfelves from deftruétion, and their 
country from ruin: yet he bade them be affured of 
viltory, if they would obey bis orders and follow Ins 
example; for that he dreamed in the night, that a 
Surious beaft had rufbed into bis tent, where, after 
@ long firuggle, he brought it to the ground and flew 
it, th thefe omens, therefore, faid he, of 
“ fuccefs to your arms, and confufion to your 
*« enemies, advance intrepidly to the field; where 
* you will fight under the protection of that 
“ Power, who raifes his weakeft fervants to 
oo glory, and covers his proudeft oppoters with 
« difhonour.” He had fcarce ended, when 4b- 
dalla marched againft him in full array, with a 
vaft train of artillery, and with a fhow of the 
moft determined fpirit ; upon which he gave the 
word, and, defcending from the eminence, poured 
into the plain with great impetuofity : he at- 
tacked in perfon the right wing of the Turks, 
whilft one of his Generals ftrove to break their 
centre, and another made a defperate attempt 
againft their artillery-men, who foon abandoned 
their charge, and left their field-pieces, which 
‘were converted to their own deftru€tion. The 
attion was general; the Perfians did incredible 
execution with ther mufketry, whilft the Zur- 
kifh cavalry, galled with the fmartnefs of their 
fire, began to be thrown into diforder: the 
ia 2. i Regent 
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4 D.2735. Regent fought in the thicket ranks, animating 

Nad. his troops by his example, and watching every 
advantage that was offered: at laft a Perfian 
foldier, named‘ Reftam, having met Abdalla, 
whom he knew by fight, feized the reins of his 
horfe, and dragged him forcibly to the ground ; 
where, having fevered his head from his-body, 
he brought it to Nader, who ordered it to be 
raifed on a fpear, and fhown to the enemy. The 
Turks, deftitute of a leader, and unable to re- 
cover their ranks, fled confufedly to different 
parts, /eaving, fays the Perfian author, near 
half their army dead or wounded: the Governour 
of Van, who Bad retreated with his troops, was 
intercepted by a body-of Armenians, who tkir- 
mithed with him, till a detachment of the Per- 
fian army came to their affiftance, and attacked 
him fo furioufly, that near three thoufand of his 
men were killed, and the Bafha himfelf efcaped 
with great difficulty. Among the Turki/h officers,’ 
who were flain in this en; ent, was Mufafa, 
Governour of Diarbecr, a relation by marriage to 
the Suitan Mahmud; the Regent fent his head, 
together with that of Abdalla, to the cities of 
riven and Cars, with a view of intimidating 
the garrifons with thofe bloody trophies of his 
victory : he difpatched alfo a number of Turkifo 
prifoners to Gunja and Tefliis, in order to inform 
the inhabitants of this event. Nader in the mean 
time encamped in the plain of Baghavend, where 
he diftributed the poles of the enemy among 


his foldiers, and rewarded thofe, who 
had diftinguifhed felves in the battle by 


their valour or addrefs, 


The Governours of Ganja and Tefis, alarmed 
at the death of Abdalla, and the defeat of his 
. « amy; 
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army, opened their gates to the Perfians at the 4.0.1735. 
beginning of July ; ‘but Hufein, the Batha of SM +, 
Erivan, defired a refpiteof forty days to confider 
of the fubje&, and Timur, who retreated 
to Cars, exhorted the cbmmander of that city 
to make an obftinate defence. The Turki/b court, 
however, now thought ferioufly of a peace, and 
gave Abmed full powers to renew the negotiations 
with the Regent: his overtures were accepted ; 
the citics of Cars and Erivan were furrendcred 
on the twenty-fecond of September, and all far- 
ther boftilities ceafed on both fides; but, as Nader 
had increafed his demands, 2 numbcr,of delays 
intervened, and gave him leifure to regulat= the 
affairs of the province, which he had 1ccov ered : 
he fpent the three next months in reducing the 
favage nation, called Leczi’s, who infeftcd the 
mountains of Caucafus : his fuccefs againft thefe 
bandilti was very rapid; but, as his battles 
with the mountaineers have nothing in them 
either inftruétive or entertaining, it will be more 
agreeable to the reader to omit them, and to 
prepare him for other events of a more extraor- 
diary nature. 
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SECTION WW. 
The fiege of Candahar. 


moft remarkable {cence in the life of Nader- 
dul: ; which was fucceeded by a feries of noble 
aétions, that might have added Inftre te the moft 
dhining characters of antiquity. He had now 
reftored the kingdom of Perfia to its former 
fplendour, he extended its limits, and ex- 
pelled its invaders ; and was forming a defign of 
retiring to his caftle of Kelat, and of paffing the 
remainder of his days in a fplendid retreat, when 
the death of the king Abbas gave a new 
turn to his thoughts, and awakened his natual 
paflions, the love of dominion, and the defire of 
conqueft. He fent immediate orders to the 
governours and principal men of every province, 
to attend a general dict, and to repair with 
all poffible hafte to the plains of Mogan, which 
lie near the confluence of the rivers Cyrus and 
Araxes, and which are equally famous for their 
vaft extent, and their agreeable fituation. At 
the fame time, he fent a great number of inge- 
nious artifts and builders to the plains juft men- 
tioned, in orderto raife feveral temporary palaces, ' 
for the reception of the noblemen and com- 
mandéts, whom be iad fummoned. ‘hefe edi- 
ices were ve ight, but extremely el t, 
and confifted of pavilions, daths, temples and 
apartments adorned in the richeft manner. Na- 
derkuli marched at the head of his troops, who 
. : were 
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were now recovered from the fatigue of their 4.0.1736. 
late expedition againit the rebels of J Dagheftan : Nat 49 
and on the twelfth of January he encamped inv 
Mogan, where he was joined by a confiderable 
number of the Perfian Nobles, and found near 
a hundred thoufand men affembled on the plains. 
‘When the council was formed, he opened to 
them the affair for which they were fummoned, 
and bade them proceed to the election of a King, 
advifing them at the fame time, fo chufe one 
whom they knew to be endowed with great and 
noble qualities. Mohammed Mafftm, a man of 
an illuftrious rank in Shiraz, replied, that the 
Perfians soould be ruled by no other fovereign 
than their deliverer and protefor, which afler- 
tion was immediately confirmed by the concur- 
rence of every voice in the affembly. Nader- 
kuli refufed the offer of the kingly name and 
‘authority, protefting that be bad never enter- 
tained the leaft beet of the regal diadem, and 
that be was ampi reconpenfe by the fatisfac- 
tion he received ham the happy deliverance of 
his country, and the reduction of its enemies. 
Thefe affemblies continued a whole month, but 
were always broken off, with the fame offer of 
the crown on the one fide, and the fame refufal 
of it on the other; till, upon the prefling entrea- 
ties of the nobles and the populace, Naderkuli 
confented to accept it, on condition that they 
would forfake the fe of Ali, and embrace that 
of Omar, which he affured them would be the 
only method to reftore the Perfian cnpre to its 
ancient tranquillity. agreed to this pro- 
pofal, and a edict ‘was immediately proclaimed 
for a general conformity of religion. Upon 
Nader’s acceptance of the diadem, the whole 
‘multitude feemed to teftify their joy by the 
‘ F loudeft 
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A.Pa736loudelt acclamations. The twenty-fixth of 

tolts February was fixed for the day of the corona- 
tion, which was celebrated with all the mag- 
nifcence, that the riches of the Eaft could fupply, 
and that the fertile inventions of the beit ar- 
tists could devife. That day, the Prayers in the 
mofques were made in the name of the new 
munarch; and coins of various forts were ftruck 
sith all his titles on the onc fide, and, on the re- 
yurte, with an Arabick infcription, implying that 
sedut had happened, was the bef *. The letters 
ot this fertence are numeral, and, when added 
together, make e/even bundred and forty-nine, the 
year of the Mahometan epoch in which Nader 
was raifed to the throne ot Perfia. 


Na ‘cr Sha’ began his reign by allotting the 
cLicf provinces of his Empire to proper go- 
sarnors. He affigned the government of Kés- 

to the prince Rizkul, and that .of 
rbigian to his brother Zoheireddoula: Herat 
was intrufted to Babakhan ; Fars to Mohammed 
Taki of Shiraz, and Shirvan to Mahadibeg, 
who on this occafion was honoured with the 
title of Kan. ‘Thefe governors departed for 
their refpective provinces, and all the Nobles, 
who attended the dict, were difmifled with the 
higheil marks of diftinction, and cach of them 
was prefented, after the oriental manner, with a 
fiikcn robe interwoven with gold. ‘Lhe Turkish 
manifter allo received leave to depart ; and 
Abdelbaki, a nobleman of diftinguithed rank 
sud eminent qualities, was fent to the Porte in 
company with Abulcaffem, the chief man of the 
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law, in order to inform the Great Turk of Nader’s 4.D.1756. 
elevation to the Perfian throne; for which pur- X2* Rhy 
pofe an ambaflador was at the fame time def- 
patched to the conrt of Rufia. Nader Shah fent 
the Turk a prefent of elephants and other cu- 
riofities, with a letter containing the moft amica- 
ble propofils, and exprefling a defire to eftablith 
a firm and lafting peace between the two empires. 
In the fame letter,he gave an account of the refor- , 
mation, which he had madc in the religion of his 
fubjeéts, and propofed the following terms to the 
Turkith court ; “ that, as there were four ortho- 
“ dox feéts in the religion of Mahomed, the Per- 
“ fians should be confidercd as the fifth fect, 
“ under the protection of Jaffer fon of Mobammed 
© Becr, who was related to the Prophet, and dif- 
* tinguifhed for his excellent qualities ; that a 
* fifth pillar thould be erected in the mofque of 
‘ Mecca in honour of the new fect: that the 
“ Perfian pilgrims fhould be condudted to Mecca 
“through part of Syria, and that the Porte 
« fhould fend a man of rank and power to defend 
“ them from any infult: that the prifoners of 
“ both nations fhould be fet at liberty, and that 
* there fhould be a free trade between the two 
* kingdoms: that the fovereigns of both empires 
« fhould appoint able and faithful minifters, to 
* refide conftantly at their refpedtive courts, in. 
« order to determine every important affair, and 
* to fix the peace between them upon the fureft 
8 bafis”? It feems difficult at firft, to aflign a 
feafonable motive for the propofal of the three 
firft articles, but, on a nearer view, we difcover 
the great fagacity and forefight of this extraor- 
dinary man ; he certainly had no intentions of 
maintaining a perpetual peace with the Turis, 
but he was not difpofed to engage in a war Aas 
Faz them, 
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4.D.1736.them, while the Afgans were gathering firength in 
Nad. 49: Candabar, and Ai le Several sevalts Shahi real. 
"ing out in different parts of the Empire, to the 
fuppreflion of which he forefaw a Turkith war 
would be a great obftacle. Te determined, there- 
fore, to amufe them and keep them in play, by 
propofing terms of religion, to which he knew thofe 
duperftitious zealots would never confent ; while 
their refufal would at any time fupply him with 
a plaufible pretence for declaring war, though 
his abolition of the feét of Ali had deprived them 
of their ufual pretext for being the aggreflors. 
At this time, a complaint was brought againft 
Alimerdan governor of Endekhod, ‘eto had re- 
fufed to fubmit to the royal mandate, and was 
preparing for a revolt: Nader Shah immediately 
fent a detachment to reduce him to obedience, 
and they marched toward the juft mentioned 
diftri& by the way of Badghis. 


On the tenth of March, the feftival of Nuriz 
was celebrated with all the {plendour imagina- 
ble; and feveral days were {pent in fhows, ban- 
quets, and feftivity. This was the time that 
Nader Shah had fixed for his memorable expe- 
dition againft Candahar; accordingly he made 
the ftriéteft enquiries concerning the ftrength of 
that City, and the nature of the country through 
which he muff pafs to it; and, on the fourth of 
April, he marched towards Cazvin at the head 
of a numerous army. Near Carachemen he was 
joined by ‘Zoheireddoula with the troops of 
Azarbigian, whom he difpatched, in conjunction 
with the prince Nafralla, to deftroy a ‘tribe of 
wild barbarians, that inhabited the forefis and 
mountains, and were always ripe for revolt. 
The two commanders were fo thecefful, that 

. «they 
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they flew two thoufand favages, with no very 4.0.1736. 
confiderable lofs on their fide, and fo expediti- ¥«!-«* 
ons, that they reached Cazvin as foon as the 

royal army. The Prince remained with his 
father, but Zoheireddoula returned with his 

troops to Tauris, the Capital of his province. 


While Nader Shah was in Cazvin, he received 
the agreeable news of the conqueft of Babrein, 
which had long been governed by an Arabian 
prince napped Gebira, but was then attacked 
and taken by Mohammed Taki, governor of 
Farfiftan. About this time a meffenger anived 
from Dilaver, chief of the tribe of Tsimni, 2 
bold and treacherous rebel, who had often revult- 
ed, and as often been received into favour; but 
at laft, having committed feveral a@> of violence, 
and being overpowered by the royal treops, he 
Hed to the habitation of fhe Afguns, by whom 
hte was received with open arms; he «contracet 
an intimacy with Tuilein, prince of Candahar. 
who foon took offence at his arrogant bi 
viour, and drove him from the manton, which 
had been allotted him. This reduced him to 
the necefiity of fending a fuppliane meMge to 
Nader Shah, entreating forgivenefs for his in- 
folence and ingratitude, and promifing to atone 
for his rafhuels by the moft peifed {ubmifion. 
‘The prince Rizakwi had already inteiceded in 
favour of all the revolted tribes ; but the King, 
divided between his juft refentment, and his 
defire to gratify his fon, give no anfwer at that 
time to the petition, but purfucd his march to- 
wards Candahar, In his way he refolved to 
chaftife a more formidable icbcl, named Alims- 
rad, whom the fivage nation of the Bakhtiaris. 
had choftn as their leader. ‘Thefe wore a wild 

. Fy. race 
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A.D.x736,Tace of mountaineers, that inhabited the rocks 
Jadas. and caverns in the very heart of Perfia, and 
~ ‘always refufed to fabmit to a fuperiour power. 
As they were very numerous, enured to war 
from their carliet youth, and naturally forti- 
fied by craggy meuntaus, and thick woods, 
they had often gained confide. 2bic advantages 
over the troops that were fint againft them ; 
efpecially, at the time when Nader was engaged 
in Isying fiege to Erivan. The total reduction 
of ukem was referved for Nader in his regal 
character, who fent feveral troops to attack 
them on all fides, and, having left the care of 
the military ftores to the prince Nafralla, fet out 
on the fixth of Auguft, and arrived on the fame 
day at the habitation of the rebels, He imme- 
diately fent a detachment to drive them from 
their retreat ; and the Bakhtiaris aftcr a fi.ort 
fkirmith were put to Zight, The fugitives togk 
advantage of the darkneis of the night, and, 
having paffed the river Leirtk, demolifucd_the 
Uiidge, and ficd precipitately to the inmoft re- 
ceffes of the caverns and mountains. In the 
morning Nader Shah reached the river, and 
finding the bridge deftroyed, ordered it to be 
rebuilt with all poffible expedition. This was 
fome obftruction to his progrefs; but at length 
he pailed the Leirtik, and encamped on the 
fummit of a mountain; whence he defpatched 
his troops on all fides, to difcover the places 
where the favages had concealed themfelves. A 
confiderable number of them werc found in 
the dens and caves, and about three thoufand 
families were either taken prifoners or flain. 
Tt happened in the mean time, that Alimorad, 
who lay with a few companions in the cavity 
of a rock, was diftrelled for want of easig 
and, 
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and, going in fearch of it, paffed by the foot 4.D 1736. 
of the mountain, on which the forces of Nader N*4 
Shah were encamped. He was difcovered and 
brought before the king, who condemned him 

to be blinded, and to ole his right 2 m and 

hg: in this miferable fituation he languithed 

tw: jays, et the end of which he expired. Bat 

Naucz Skah fhowed more lenity to the other 
captives, whom he fet at liberty, and removed 

tu a dis ard more accefiible habitation : 

at luk ua ing spent a whole month in reducing 

i baorsu. rece, be marched towards the 
foares 07th cis or 
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The King left Seifian on the bwent-f th of 
January, and, in finteen days, reachad a caliie 
belonging to the ..fgins, v beh he too} 
ftorm, He thea feat tuo @uschments, under 
the command of able officers. againit t 
jacent forts; and on the avilith of February he 
palled the river Lh nent. ‘The plah » we the 
other fide of the tiver were naked and batien 5 
as the prince of Candahar had fet fire to ST 
the forage on the borders of his tevvitory. ‘This 
was a great diftvefs to tic army, and “obliged 
them to change their route, til, in about Sie c 

slays, 
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¥ D.1737. days, they pitched their tents on the banks of the 
28d. se. Arghendéb. Hnflein, having received notice of 
~ “their approach, refolved to make a defperate 
attempt, and to attack the Perfian camp at mid- 
night ; but he was unfuccefsful, and, having loft 
a great number of his men, retired in contufion 
to Candahar. The next day Nader Shah led his 
army over the river Arghendab, which’ at that 
time was very rapid; and marched with his 
artillery to a village about two leagues from 
the city, which he had marked for deftruc- 
tion. Candahar was fortified on one fide by a 
mountain, by the foot of which the Perfians 
marched with incredible order and regular Ys 
though they were expofed to the fire from the 
ramparts. When Nader Shah had reached the 
eaftern fide of the city, he ordered the tents to 
be pitched, and prepared to celebrate the annual 
feftival of the teuth of March. When all the 
ceremonies were ended, he defpatched a feloct 
body of men to attack a neighbouring fort, 
from which he apprehended fome danger. Huf- 
fein was foon informed of this defign, and fent 
Nis principal officer Seidal, to obftrué the pro- 
grefs of the Perfians. Seidal foon difcovered 
them upon an eminence, where they had halted, 
and, believing themfelves in perfect fecurity, had 
pepletted to fet a guard on the brow of the 
ill; which the ‘Afgans perceiving, lay in am- 

sath on the plain , and waited for a 
»pportunity to attack them. By a very bre 
unate circumftance, a Perfian prifoner had 
xfcaped from the city, and apprifed Nader Shah 
of Huffein’s project, and Scidal’s expedition ; 
apon which the King fet out in perfon, and over- 
‘ook the Afgans, who fled at his approach ; 
nany of them were figin in their fight, 7 
7 oe ; ofe 
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thofe who efcaped, retired with Seidal to'a very 4.D.1737. 
ftrong caftle, where found Mohammed, fan N#4- s0- 
of Hufein, with feveral other chiefs. Nader Shah 
returned to his camp, and gave a confiderable 
prefent to the prifoner above-mentioned, who 

had informed him of Scidal’s excurfion. 


On the thirticth of March, the royal tents 
were removed to a place more convenient for 2 
defign which Nader had conceived, of building 
a large city adjacent to Candabar, and of reducing 
Hnuflein to defpair by the length of the fiegc. 
Agreeably to this vaft project, a furprifing num~- 
ber of architeéts and mafons-were fummoned 
from all quarters of the empire, who made fuch 
inconceivable expedition, that, in a few days, 
they had laid the foundations of fumptuous 
edifices, aqueduéts, baths, mofques, ftables, mar- 
kets, and houfes for the common inhabitants : 
‘hey contrived to turn a fmall, but very clear, 
river, called Torpuk, through the city ; and fome 
were employed in finifhing the buildings in the 
moft clegant manner, whilft others were railing 
a noble Citadel, and the reft, either decorating 
the royal palace, or building the walls of the 
new city, which was named Naderabéd, or The 
manfian of Nader. 


In the mean time Afhref, an Afgan chief of 
high rank, deferted from the fervice of Muffein, 
and was favourably received by the Perfian 
monarch. A fhort time after, a troop of Af- 
gans made an excurfion towards the river Ar- 
ghendab, but were repulfed with great lofs: 
after this defeat they aéted entirely upon the 
defenfive, and could not be induced to leave 
their walls, thongh Nader Shah had left he 
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4.D.1737. plain open, in h of enticing them to cive 

(Nad. 52. hi bate ‘This made kim ¢cetermine to er.:lofe 
the city of Candahar on all fides with ftrong 
towers, at a confiderable diftance from cach 
other: between thefe towers he erected a num- 
ber of batteries, which he was obliged to mul- 
tiply, on perceiving that fome <Afgans had 
fallied from their gates at midnight; but, by 
raifing two more batteries between each of the 
Targe towers, he totally precluded them from 
the leaft poffibility of paffing his lincs. At 
the beginning of May he received intelligence, 
that his officers kad taken the town of Sefa, and 
the caftle of La/', the former by ftorm, and the 
Tatter by capitulation; upon which he fent other 
commanders to guard thofe places, and recalled 
thofe who had taken them. At the cloic of the 
month the King’s women and the bagyige, 
which had been feparated from the army in dc.fean, 
atrived at Naderabad. ‘The caitle, to vhich 
Seidal had retired, was at this tine taken by a 
Perfian commander named fwaneirdi, who 
feized the juft mentioned Afgan, witht the other 
chiefs, and the fon of Iuilcin, and feut them in 
chains to the royal camp. It has alrcady been 
related in the preceding fections, that Scidal had 
ever been a promoter of violence and {edition ; 
for which ke was at t]is time punithed with the 
lof of his fight; but the fon of Huflein wos 
treated with every marx of kindnefs and lenity. 





While Nader Shah was cndcavonring to tire 
out the Prince of Candahar by a tedious block- 
ade, his fon Rizakuli was enlarging the limits 
of his province, and purfuing a courfe no 
Jefs glorious than that of his father. Ile had 
recovered Endckhod, and chailifed its rebellions 

' + governor 


Le or NADER SHATI. 75 


governor Alimerdan ; he had defeated the nu- 3 t.5-17. 
Mmerous afmy of Abulhaffan, Prince of Balkh, ® & 5° 
whofe capital city he had taken, and bis tee 
Titorics he annexed to the kingdom of Fa‘. 
He afterwards paffed the river Ovus with tweive 
thoufand men, and put to flight forry thoufand 
Tartars, commanded by the Kings of Bokhara 
and Kharezm; the latter of whom fied befie 
the action, while the former, having lof a great 
number of his men, retired to a ftrong hold 
called Kerfoi, While the Prince was preparing 
to ftorm this caftle, he received from his father 
a magnificent prefent of gold, beautiful horfes, 
and rich veits, together with a letter app! aidint 
his walour, but defirint him ta df? fa te 
prefeat from any further inpilities agen He 
Kong of Lekhara. itis not eafy to aecovnt sor 
this check to the career of fo brave « young 

an, unlefs we fuppofe thit Nader Shah was 

lefirous of moderating the power or his fon, 
whofe actions might poflib'y have eclipled his 
own; or that he willed to reterve for temif 
the conqueh of Tranfoxsn Tatary, which the 
ancient kings of fertia were not able to subdue, 
in the courie of a long and memotable war. 
‘The Prince, however, obeyed his coma 
repaifed the Oxus, which iad ben Bxed, fefoe 
the nign of Cys, for the boundary of che 


Perfian empire. 














The blockade of Candatar had new IaScd ten 4.p.s-38. 
months ; but the Afgans, relying upon th: pk aty Dave ste 
of their provifions, which they had been ccilot~ 
ing for feveral years, and, deceived by the ap- 
parent ftrength of their fituation, hal not cn- 
tertained the leaft thoughts ot un cndering ther 
City. Their obitinacy compelled the Kicg to 

ine 
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‘4.D.1738. have recourfe to more violent meafures; and he 
Nad. 31. made preparations for 2 general affault upon the 
citadel. In 2 fhort time the Perfians took fix- 
teen towers, two of which were built of ftone, 
and fituated upon a craggy mountain, which 
commanded a view of the whole town. The af- 
failants, by the King’s order, carried their mortars 
and cannons of a vatt fize over this mountain, 
and planted them upon the fummit of it. On the 
next morning they began to bombard the citadel, 
and filled the garrifon with the-utmoft confter- 
nation ; but a body of Perfians, attempting too 
haftily to mount a breach, were repulfed by the 
Afgans, and two hundred of them were eithcr 
killed or wounded. The tenth of March was 
celebrated with the ufual folemnities; and on 
the twelfth, four thoufand Perfians were ordered 
to lie cancealed in different parts of the moun- 
tain, and to wait for a proper opportunity of 
fcaling the walls. The next day a tower, cailett 
Debdeb, was taken by a company-of Bakhtiari’, 
who were enlifted in the fervice of Nader Shah. 
‘Thefe intrepid barbarians paffed on, in defiance 
sof the Afgans, and planted the Perfian enfigns 
on four other forts; which opened a way for 
the foldiers who Jay hid on the mountain, and 
who, by the help of {caling-ladders, forced in a 
short time the gates of the citadel ; whence they 
pomed like a torrent through the city, and de- 
‘oyed all that oppofed them. Huffein had 
{carce time to fly with a few Afgans, and fome 
of his women, to a fortrefs*fituated on an emi-~ 
nence in the northern part of the city: Nader 
Shah pointed his artillery againft this fortrefs, 
and had aéually begun to ftorm it, when Huf- 
Sein, iting. i reduced to the lafl extre- 
mity, fent his filer Zejncb, a princefs of ex- 
ry « cellent 


Lire or NADER SHAH. "7 


cellent virtue, to implore the clemency of the 40.1738. 
conqueror. Nader received her with Icindnels, Nod. st. 
and promifed to accept the fubmiffion of her 
brother. The next day, Huffein and his family, 
together with the Afgan commanders who had 
efcaped the violence of the ftorm, proftrated 
themfelves before the throne of Nader Shah, 
who gave them their lives, and fent Huffein 
with his fon Mohammed, and all his relations, 
to the province of Mazenderan, where he allotted 
them a fettlement. He divided alt the plunder 
of the city among his foldiers, and having or- 
dered. the citadel of Candahar to- be demolithed, 
he appointed Nadcrabad the Capital of the pro- 
vince, and gave the government of it té Abdal- 
gani, a nobleman, who had once been fufpected 
of difaffection, but had fince been reftored to 
favour. He rewarded Athref, who had left 
Houffein, during the fiege, with the government 
of a'caftle, and made him chief of a tribe named : 
Touki : he felected a company of ftout youn, 
Afgans for the reinforcement of his army, an 

we the reft an habitation in the diftricts ad- 
Jacent to Nifhapour. This colony paffed the Ar- 
ghendab on the third of April, and were con- 
duéted to their new fettlement in Khorafan. 


On the twenty-feventh of thc fame month, the 
King’s ambaffadors to the Porte arrived at Na- 
derabad. They had been received with great 
refpet by the Othman court, who had fent 
with them an ambaflador, and two doétors af 
the Turkifh law, with a congratulatory letter to 
Nader Shah ypon his elevation to the throne, in 
which he.was defired to difpenfe with the two 
articles propofed by him, concerning the fifth 
fillar in the temple of Mecca, and the marsh 

ne 
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AD.2i738 the Perfian pilgrims through Syria. They affured 
Nad-st- him, “ that the firft would be a dangerous 
“ innovation, and that the fecond would be at- 
“© tended with infinite trouble; but that if he 
“ would fuffer the pilgrims to take the route of 
“« Trak, the inhabitants of Bagdad fhould make 
* the roads commodious for their progrefs, and 
* thould provide every thing nec for their 
 fecurity and convenience.” The Great Turk’s 
Jcttcr was accompanied with a prefent of va- 
luable rarities, and, among the reft, of fome fine 
Arabian horfes with trappings of gold. Nader 
dhowed all imaginable marks of diftinétion 
to the Turkith minifters, and prefented each of 
them with an ermine robe, and a beautiful horfe 
fichly caparifoned. He difcourfed with them 
publickly upon the two articles in queftion, and 
told them Le hoped to prevail with their court 
fo confent to the a ded of them: im order to 
prefs this point, named an able minifter 
his ambaflador to the Porte, who departed on 
the ninth of May, in company with the three 
‘Yurks above-mentioned, 


SECTION 
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SECTION Vv. 
The expedition into India. 


S‘foon as Nadcr had determined to extir- 4.p.173%. 

pate the whole race of the Afgans, he Nad: 51 

fent an ambaffador to the Indian court, with “~~ 
an earneft requeft to the Great Mogul Moham- 
med, that be would prevent the fugitives of that 
nation from finding a retreat in his dominions. 
The Mogul received the Perfian ambaflador 
with every mark of refpect, and difmiffed him 
with a promife, that be would not fail to ine 
tercept the flight of the Afgan rebels, and that 
he would, for that purpofe, fend frefo fupplies to 
the governors of the provinces berdering on Perfia. 
Some time after, a Perfian nobleman was 
fent upon an embafly to India, in order to re- 
new the fame requeit ; and he returned with 
a repetition of the fame promife: but, during 
the fiege of Candahar, a great number of Afgans 
fled towards Cabul and Cazna, without any 
obftruétion from the Indians of thofe provinces. 
A detachment of Perfians was ordered to purfue 
them, but they made no very confiderable 
flaughter, as they had been ftriétly forbidden to 
pats the frontiers of the Indian empire, and 
enjoined to do no injury to the fubjedts of the 
Mogul. In the mean time the Afgans were 
flying by troops to the provinces juft mentioned ; 
and it was foon difcovered, that no ftep had been 
taken by the Indian monarch towards intercepting 
them in their progrefi. Nader Shah was highly 
irritated, to find his great defigns baffled by 
the 
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4D.1738.the indolence of a perfidious ally, who, with- 
Nad. 'st- out any regard to a repeated promife, bad al- 
lowed a fate harbour to the moft dangerous 
enemies of the Perfian Empire. He had the 
moderation, however, to fupprefs or diflemble 
his rcfentment, and to fend a third ambaffador 
to the Great Mogul, who arrived at Dehli on 
the fecond of May in the preceding year, where 
he had ftriét orders to ftay only forty days: but 
the Indian minifters made no reply to his re- 
monftrances, and conftantly eluded his endea- 
vours to be difmiffed with a fatis! anfwer. 
A whole year had now elapfed fince the depar- 
ture of this ambaflador ; and Nader Shah, pro- 
voked beyond expreffion at this delay, fent a 
pofitive command to him ¢o return immediately, 
either with the ul’s anfuer, or without it = 
we can affign no other reafon for Nader’s expe- 
dition inte India, than the infult he had received 
from the fovereign and minifters of that empiré ; 
and probably he had no intention at firlt to 
advance as far as Dehli. His great object was 
to reduce the Afgans to an entire fubjection, 
which could never be effe&ted, while they were 
permitted to lie concealed in India, whence at 
any time they might rufh in fwarms upon the 
borders of his dominion. Accordingly, at the 
beginning of May, he pafled a rivulet called 
Mekbor, which was the common boundary of 
the Perfian and Indian empires, and march- 
cd towards Gazna, the Capital of Zablefen. 
The governor and chief men of the city, 
finding themfelves unable to oppofe him, gave 
him an immediate admiffion within their walls, 
and, after the Afiatick manner, accompanied 
their offers of fervice with many valuable pre- 
fents. A few days after this, Nader Shah ad- 
3 vanced, 
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advanced towards Cabul, and, in the courfe 4.0.1738. 
of his march, deftroyed a confiderable number Net 54 
of Afgans, who lurked in the mountains; but 
feleéted thofe, who had cither youth or vigour, 
and enlifted them in his ca : in thefe vic- 
tories he received no little affiftance from the 
valour of his fon Nafralla, who made an excur- 
fion in the diftriéts of Bamian and Gorbend, 
and returned with a great increafe of glory. 
‘Upon Nader Shah’s approach, the principal inha- 
bitants of Cabul came in a body, and offered to 
give him a reception in their city fuitable to his 
dignity ; but they had made this offer without 
the confent of the governor and the commander 
of the city, who refuted to admit the Perfian 
army, and were preparing to fuftain a ficge. 
‘When the Perfians, therefore, begen to pitch 
their tents near the walls, the garrifon fallied 
out and attacked them with fury ; but they 
were repulfed with great lof, and faved them- 
felves by a precipitate retreat. Nader Shah was 
foon informed of their infolence, and ordered 
fome pieces of artillery to be planted againft the 
citadel: the Indians made a bold refiftance 
againft a centinued fire of fevcral days, but were 
forced at laft to furrender at difcretion. 





‘The Perfian army lay encamped in the plainsof 
Cabul till the middle of June ; in which interval 
Nader Shah fent an expoftulatory letter to the 
Mogul, containing @ fuccin@ narrative of the 
affront be bad received, of bis refolution to 
chaftife the infolence ¥ the Afgans, and of the 
obftruttion made to bis progreft. by the inban 
bifants of Cabul; he declared, that he bad 
Ariftly inhibited the leaft af of violence from 
bis “dlers, and that a defired nothing fo much 

as 
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4.1738. a8 the continuance of their mutual friend/bi 

Ns: 5%, This letter was intrafted to an envoy, who fet 
out for Dehli attended by feveral chiefs of Ca- 
bul, who were enjoined to confirm the truth of 
his affertions: but, when they reached Gela- 
fabad, the governor of that place put the Per- 
fran envoy te death, and engl the chiefs of 
Cabul to return. Nader Shah could no longer 
brook fuch a fucceffion of injuries, but marched 
with great rapidity towards Gelalabad, and, on 
the twenty-eighth of July, encamped at Kende- 
mac, a place remarkable for the ferenity of its 
air, and the beauties of its fituation. From 
this place he detached a body of Perfians againft 
Gelalabad, who entered the city without oppo- 
fitiow on the tenth of Auguit: but the governor 
Mir Abbas, confcious of his crime, and fearii 
the punifhment due to it, retreated to a fortr 
fituated on a mountain of very difficult accefs. 
“fhe Perfians attacked his intrenchments, and 
took the fort by affault: Mir Abbas was killed, 
together with the Indians that attended him, 
and his family were fent in chains to the royal 
camp. 


On the twenty-ninth of September, the 
prince Rizakuli, who had been fummoned from 
his province, arrived at Gelalabad, and was re- 
ceived by his father with every mark of affection 
and applaute. Nader Shah fpent feveral days 
in reviewing the prince’s army, and having 
imparted to him his defign of penetrating into 
the heart of the Indian empire, appointed him 
Regent of Perfla, with the fulk er, during 
his abfence, of raifing or depottag governors, 
and of aéting as he judged beft for the fafety. 
and dignity of the kingdom. The prince.was 

3 - , per- 
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permitted to wear a diadem, with the plume 4.03738. 
of feathers on the right fide, after the regal man- Nod. st. 
ner, and on the cighth of Oober he returned 
with great pomp to the feat of his regency. 
AA few days after, the Perfian army marched to 
the eaft of Gelalabad, and halted in the ftation 
of Rikab, where Nader Shah received intclli- 
gence of a formidable army, that was pre- 
paring to oppofe him. Naferkban, governor of 
Cabul, had affembled a confiderable body of 
Afgans and Indians, and was refulved to dif- 
pute with the Perfian invaders the paflage of 
Peifeor, which was alfo defended by a rong 
caftle. Upon this information, Nader left the 
artillery with the prince Nafialla, and advanced 
with great celerity towards Peifhor ; the next 
day, after a rapid march, he reached the army 
of Naffer, who were fo amazed at the incredible 
hafte of the Perfians, that their courage and 
refolution wholly forfook them: their ranks 
were broken in an inftant, and thofe only efcaped. 
the fword, who had recourfe to a precipitate 
flight. Naffer, and fevcral Indian chiefs, were 
taken prifoners; and their camp was entirel: 
pillaged : the captives were kept under a clofe 
confinement, and the plunder was diftributed 
to the Perfian foldicrs, After this vittory the 
fortrefs of Peithor was eafily taken, and the 
King ftayed feveral days in the adjacent plains, 
in order to refreth his and to wait for 
the arrival of the prince N: . 


In this interval, Nader Shah received a picce 
of news, which gave him the higheft affliction. 
His brother Zoheireddoula bad undertaken to 
chaftife a tribe of Leczies, that warlike and 
mutinons race of banditti, who inhabited the 
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4.D.syss. mountains and deferts, ‘and lived in a perpetual 
#*, defiance of any fuperiour power. He was at fir 
extremely fuccefsful, and, having gained fome 
fignal advant: over the Leczies, und fet fire 
to their tents, to entertain hopes of ex- 
tirpating the whole tribe: but thofe bold free. 
booters, who had been taught, by a long’ courfe 
of rapine, to prattife every art of deccit, had 
recourfe to a ftratagem, which proved the ruin 
of the Perfian troops, and occafioned the death 
of their commander. They appeared in order 
of battle, at fome diftance from the Perfians, 
and, having enticed them. to advance very far 
in the foreit, they pretended to fly with every 
appearance of difmay and cenfufion; but, 
infhead of fiying onward, thcy returned on 
each fide through narrow paffes of the 
mountains, whence they poured down upon the 
Perfians, who were eager in their purfuit. In 
this encounter, Zoheireddoula was killed by a 
mutket-fhot, and his troops were entirely de- 
feated. ‘There was nothing more remarkable in 
the life of this prince, than the continual feries 
of misfortunes in which it was involved. He 
fcems to have had no fhare of that enterprifing 
ius, which fo highly diftinguifhed his bro- 
ther, and to have been guided by a ftar directly 
oppofite to that, which attended Nader in his 
mof daring attempts. He was rafh and in- 
confiderate in his projeéts, but wanted neither 
vigour nor intrepidity in the execution of them. 


Nader Shah had no time at prefent for fruit- 
lefs grief, and, having appointed a governor of 
Azarbigian in the place of his brother, and fent 
troops to avenge his death, he led his army 
towards the province of Lahor, and conducted 
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them fafely over the five branches of the river 4.D.1738. 
Indus, which at that’ feafon were fwoln with Nx oi 
the rains, and flowed with the moft rapid cur- 
rent. A numerous army was affembled on the 
oppofite banks, under the command of Zckaria, 
governor of Lahor : but whether they were 

larmed at the fwift progrefs and formidable 
appearance of the Perfians, or confounded at 
their furprifing paffage over the Indus, they 
tetreated with 2 mixture of terrour and afto- 
nifhment. As Nader Shah continued to advance 
towards the city of Lahor, /ckaria fent an 
officer of rank, with a confiderable prefent, to 
implore his clemency, and to promife the ftriGeft 
fubmiffion. This meffenger had a favourable 
reception, and Zekaria, having received many 
marks of diftinction, was confirmed in his go- 
vernment of Lahor. At the fame time Nafler 
was admitted into favour, and returned, by the 
pérmiffion of his conqueror, to the capital of 
his province. 


In the mean while, the Great Mogul was pre- 4.0.1739. 
paring to obftruct the progrefs of thefe viéto- Nid. ss. 
rious invaders; he had marched twenty-five 
leagues fiom the metropolis of his empire, and 
Tay encamped on the plain of Karnal, with an 
army of thirty thoufind Indians, and two thou- 
fand armed clephants: the reft of his very nu- 
merous forces were making all poflible hafte to 
join him, and were commanded by the moft 
illuftrious princes of India. It was not long 
before Nader's cmiffaries gave him a full account 
of Mohammed’s fituation ; upon which he left 
Lahor, and arrived at Scrhind on the eighth of 

january, whence he defpatched fix thoufind 


erfians to examine the Indian camp, while he 
a G3 marched 
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4D.739. arched towards it with the reft of his army, 
Nad. se On the tenth he reached Ambala, about thirty 
* "~~ “mites from Karnal; and, in the fame night, the 
detachment fell upon the Mogul’s camp, and, 
having iain or taken prifoners 2 great number 
of the guards, retreated to Azimabad, where 
ey were joined on the fourteenth by the 
royal forces. Nader was informed e In- 
dian prifoners, that the plain of Karnal was deo 
feaded on the eaftern and weftern fides by a broad 
river, and a very thick foreft, that the intrench- 
ments of Mohemmed were guarded by three bundred 
pieces of artillery, and that be was waiting for 
the waft armies of the Vizir, his commander in 
chief, and bis other minifiers. The next morn- 
ing the Perfians continued their march; and 
pitehed their tents fix miles from the Mogul’s 
camp; towards which Nader made an excur- 
ion, and retuyned after an exact furvey of it. 
He then advanced to the eaft of Karnal, and, 
arriving at a large plain about aleague from the 
Indians, he encamped in a very advantageous 
fituation. In the evening he had intelligence, 
that Saddet, an Indian prince of very high 
rank, was haftening to join Mohammed with 
thirty thoufand men. It was too late to inter- 
cept this reinforcement, which reached Karnal 
at midnight: but a troop of Perfians, who had 
been fent for that purpote, attacked the rear of 
the Indians, and plun¢ the baggage of Saa- 
det. This lofs exafperated that imprudent Ge- 
neral to the higheft degree, and drove him to 
the fatal refolution of advancing the next day 
againft Nader Shah, without confidering the 
difadvantage of alting offenfively againfi{ an 
invading enemy, whe might ctherwife bave 
egy reduoed to great extremities in @ oe 
Coma ‘ fe 
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Jo little known to bim, or compelled to fight 4.0.73. 
upon very unequal terms: but Mohammed Nad. 52. 
and the Indian ‘princes, who had been foftened’ ~~ 
by a life of luxury and indolence, deceived by 

the vaft number of their forces, and wholly 

void of experience in military affairs, deter- 
mined, to venture on a battle, and haftened to 

the fupport of Saadet,'with a vain confidence 

of victory. They were foon joined by Khan- 
douran, commander in chief, Nezamelmelc, prince 

of Decan, Kamreddin, the Grand Vizir, and, 
many othes able generals, at the head of very 
numerous armies, divided into three bodies, 
which cxtended to an amazing length on the field 

of battle. Nader Shah was fo far fiom being 
difheartened at the fight of this formidable ar- 
mament, that he is faid to have been animated 
beyond his ufual degree of courage: he knew, 

that an army of foft and enervated Indians were 
little“able to oppofe the hardy troops, whom 

be had trained to arms by the moft excellent 
difcipline, and allured to engage with more ar- 

dour than ever, by the hopes of fharing the fpoits 

of fo rich a kingdom ; he peiccived the folly of 

his adver faries, in bringing to the field fuch en- 
ormous pieces of ordnance, which they were un- 

able to conduct with fkill, and in depending 

upon the number of their cleplants, whicn 
could not fail to diflrefs and impede them in 

a general a@ion. 


Thefe confidcrations gave shim fuch an aff 
rance of fucccfs, that he ordercd Nafralla to 
ftay behind with the greatc& part of the artil- 
lery, and rufhed with a wild impetuofty upon 
the Indians. The fhock was equally viol:nt 
on both fides, but- the two armies were con- 
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4.D.1739.duéted with a very different fpirit ; for while the 


Nad. §- Perfians were able, with very little impediment, 


to feize every advantage that prefented itéelf, 
their enemies were quickly thrown into confu-_ 
fion, and would have made but a fhort refiftance, 
if fo unwieldy a body could even have retreated 
with {peed. After a fcene of havock and diforder 
for five hours, the prince Sa4det, who had been 
the firft to take the field, was the firft to leave 
it; and his troops by their fudden flight 
imparted a general terrour to Mohammed, and 
his minifters, who retired in hafte to their camp 
at Karnal, and depended for their fafety on the 
ftrength of their intrenchments. ‘The out of 
the Indian army foon became univerfal ; the twa 
nephews of Saadet, who were mounted upon the 
fame elephant, were taken prifoners ; Khandou- 
ran received a wound, of which he died the 
next day; and ten princes of eminent rank, 
with an hundred nobles and officers of diftinétion, 
and thirty thoufand of their foldicrs were flain 
in the action: a great number of Indians were 
made captives, and all their elephants, horics, 
and inftruments of war fell into the hands of 
the conquerors. 


After this victory, Nader Shah advanced to 
the camp of Mohammed, which he found 
fo ftrongly fortified, that he could not at- 
tack it with advantage, but thought it more 
prudent to enclofe it on all fides, and to diftrefs 
the Indians, who were almoft deftitute of pro- 
vifions, by acontinual blockade: on the third day 
after this, the minifters of Mohammed, finding 
it impofible either to exift in that confinement 
or to efcape from it, prevailed with him to pre- 
Sepve his life at the expence of his kingdom, Mee 
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by refigning his diadem, to calm the refentment 4.D.1739. 
of the conqueror. The great Mogul perceived Nat ss. 
the neceflity of this expedient, and left his in- 
trenchments, attended only by the prince of 
Decan, the grand vizir, and his other nobles. 
‘When Nader Shah was informed of his approach 
in this fubmiffive manner, he fent the prince 
Nafralla to mect him, and himfelf received him 
at the door of his tent, where be took him by 
the band with great mildnafs, and placed him by 
his fide on the throne. Mohammed refigned his 
crown in form, and was treated, on that day and 
the next, as a gueft in the Perfian camp, where 
he received every demonftration of refpect. On 
the firft of February, Nader Shah advanced to- 
wards Dehli; and on the feventh, he encamped 
in the gardens of Shalehmah; where Mohammed 
obtained leave to enter the city, in order to pre- 
pare his ce for the reception of his van- 
quither. Nader followed him on the ninth; and 
was conduéted to a magnificent edifice, built by 
the Mogul Shahgehan, which, upon this occa- 
fion, was decorated with every ornament, that 
the treafury of Mohammed could fupply. That 
unfortunate monarch, finding bimfelf reduced 
to the condition of a private nobleman, pre- 
pared to attend his conqueror with the lowelt 
marks of fubmiflion : but Nader Shah foon raifed 
him from the ftate of dejection into which he 
was funk, by declaring that he would reinftate 
him on the throne of bis anceflers, and ‘that b 
would repair the late breach in their friend/bip, 
by maintaining a perpetual alliance with the 
Indian empire, and f giving him a fare fupport 
upon every exigence: but that be would fray 
fae time at Debli, to refrefe bis army after 
their long expedition, The Mogul was fo pene- 
a . trated 
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4D.173y. trated with this unexpected adt of generofity, 
Ned. 53- ¢hat he expreffed his gratitude in the ftrongeft 
manner, and having ftripped his treafury of the 
moft valuable jewels and curiofities that were 
repofited in it, he brought them as a prefent to 
Nader Shah. Thefe treatures confifted of rich 
vaics adorned with gems, vaft heaps of gold and 
filver in coin and ingots, with a great variety of 
fumptuous furniture, thrones, and diadems : 
among the reft was the famous throne in the 
form of a peacock, in which the pearls and pre- 
cious ftones were difpofed in fuch a manner as to 
imitate the colours of that beautiful bird, and 
which was faid to be worth two millions and a 
half fterling. The princes anid minifters of the 
Indian court followed the example of their king, 
and vied with each other in making prefents to 
Nader Shah, who received in this manner about 
nine million three hundred and feventy-five thoufand 
pounds, exclufive of the jewels, gold, and ¥a- 
Juable pieces of furniture, which muft have 
amounted to more than double that fum. 


On the thirteenth of March, when all affairs 
feemed to be calm and peaceful, a very unfor- 
¢unate event had almoft caufed a fatal reverfe 
in the fortunes of Nader, and compelled him 
‘to préferve the fruits of his victory, an 
action no lefs horrid than neceffary. “Two 
Indian noblemen of confiderable rank raifed a 
violent fedition in the night, and inflamed the 
multitude to fuch a degree, that they ruflied with 
a mad ie upon the Perfians, who were quar- 
tered in the city, and, having flain a great num- 
ber of them, ran to the ftable of the royal cle- 
eae and prt their keeper to death. When 

ler Shah was apprifcd of this tumult, he se. 
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dered his officers to act wholly upon the defen- 4.D.1739. 
five during the remainder of the night ; and in Ned. 52. 
the morning, finding the riot rather increafed 
than abated, and fenfible of his own danger, if the 
Indian army fhould revolt and join the rioters, 
he gave o:ders for a general maflacre in that 
part of the city, where the fedition firft broke 
out. Upon thefe orders the enraged Perfians 
deftroyed all they met, and demolithed every 
building by which they paffed: this dreadful 
carnage lafted feveral hours, and when the 
richell edifices in Dehli were levelled with the 
ground, and near thirty thoufind of the inha- 
ditants flain, the Great Mogul and his minifters 
interceded with Nader for the pardon of the 
other citizens; they entreated him to moderate 
Lis refentment, which they allowed to be juft, 
and to be fatisfied with the punishment he bad 
inflied upon the guilty, without fhedding the 

food of the innocent. Nader Shah complied 
awith their requeft, and gave immediate orders 
for a ceflation of the maffacre; but he was 
determined to chaftife the authors of the fedition, 
who had fled with about four hundred of their 
aflociates to a fortrefs not far from the city. 
Two Indian minifters were charged with the 
odious office’of putting their countrymen to 
death: thefe unfortunate men, whofe precipi- 
tate rafhnefs had bicoght fuch a number of 
their fellow-citizens to deftrnétion, were taken 
after a fhort refiftance, and fuffered the punith- 
ment which their folly deferved, though their 
good defign, perhaps, might give them a claim 
to Detter tacceb. 


After a fcene of fuch terrour and confternation, 
if will juitly fem forprifing that there aoe 
a e s 
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4.D.1739. be any room in the breaits of the Indians for mirth 
Ni. 52. and entertainment, yet fuch was their infatuation, 
that, in about ten days after the maffacre, the nup- 
tials of Prince Nafralla with a daughter of the 
Mogul were celebrated with all the marks of 
joy and feltivity. Mohammed prefented his fon- 
in-law with a rich veft almoft covered with pearls 
and diamonds, with fix elephants, and as many 
beautiful horfes with faddles and trappings of 
gold, enriched with precious ftones: and a whole 
week was {pent in banquets, fhows, pagcants, 
and diverfions of every kind, among which were 
the battles of wild beafts, which are trained by 
the Indians for that purpofe, Nader Shah in the 
mean time gave an ample recompenfe to his army 
for their faithful fervices ; and, befides the valua- 
ble prefents which he diftributed among his 
officers, he afligned a largefs of above twelve 
pounds to every private foldier *: and, that his 
fubjects in general might enjoy the fruits of his 
conquctt, he ordercd it to be procisimed through 
all the ore of Perfa, that they fhould pay 
no kind of tax for the fpace of three yeas. As 
he was now preparing to leave India, he con- 
vened an aflembly of al the princes and minifters 
of the Mogul’s court, and with his own hand 
replaced the imperial diadem on the head of Mo~ 
hammed, and helped him to afecnd the throne, 
which he had received from his progenitors : 
after this he harangued the Indian Minifters, and 
gave them the molt falutary advice for the welfare 


© An illatrious Freach writer (Montt/y. Confider. fer fa 
Grandeur des Romains) fappoles, that Nader Shab gave no 
more than tmivr powsds to each of his foldiers, left, by 
growing sich with the fpoils of Jade, they fhould ‘ink 
info foltnef. and loxury, 
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of their country, enjoining them to obey in every 4.D.1739. 
refpelt the pot of their prefent ppobicsts Nad. $2- 
Mohammed expreffed a moft grateful fenfe of 
thefe favours, and entreated Nader to accept of 
all the provinces fituated on the other fide of the 
river Atok, together with thofe of Sind and 
Tata, and their dependencies. The King of 
Perfia was glad to annex thefe provinces to his 
empire, as they were advantagcoufly fituated, 
and as fome of them had been formerly con- 
fidered as part of Khorafan: he therefore readily 
accepted the prefent; and the Mogul made a 
ceffion in form of the territories juft mentioned. 
On the twenty-fifth of May Nader Shah led his 
arzxy ‘rom Dehli, and repaffed the Indus; but a 
bride, which he had built over that river, was 
bruken down by the rapidity of the current 
bcfore half his troops had pailed ; and the reft 
were obliged to crofs it in boats: this accident 
detained them in that fultry climate ull the 
middle of {ummer, and was the caufe of their 
fuffering incredible pain in their marches, from 
the very intenfe and oppreffive heat. At this timt 
Nader Shah formed a plan of renewing hoftilities 
againft the kings of Bokhara, and Kharezm, 
whom his fon Rizakuli had defeated during the 
fiege of Candahar, but whofe entire reduction 
he referved for himfelf. Agrecably to this defign, 
he fent a number of approved artifts to Balkh, 
with orders to build feveral barges, and to 
launch them in the Oxus, that he miglit at any 
time tranfport his men and ammunition inte 
Turkeftan, or the Tranfoxan Tartary. 


Abulfeiz, king of Turan, or of Bokbara, as 
the oriental writers call him, had made feveral ir- 
Tuptions into Perfia in conjunétion with Tbars, 
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4D.3719. fovereign ince of Kharezm, and had com- 
Nal. 55. mitted nae aéts of violence, for which Nader 
Shah now determined to make reprifals on them, 
and to chaftife their infolence. They had been 
already defeated by Rizakuli, as it has been re- 
lated ; but, finding Nader Shah engaged in his 
Indian expedition, Ibars had the boldnefs to pafs 
the Oxus a fecond time, with intent to lay waite 
the borders of Khorafan. The prince, then regent 
of Perfia, was at Herat, when he received intelli- 
of this incurfion; and immediately led 

Eis army againft the invader. Hbars retired to a 
caftle near Abiurd, where he imagined himfelf 
in perfett fecurity ; but while he was ing 
to ftrengthen the place of his retreat, the gover- 
nor of Abiurd advanced with a body of men to 
examine the fituation of the enemy : 2 report was 
inftantly {pread among the Kharezmians, that the 
prince Rizakuli was clofe to the caftle with a 
numerous army; which falfe alarm threw Ibars 
into fuch a panick, that he decamped in confufion 
and returned to the feat of his dominion. Nader 
‘Shab, in the mean time, was purfuing his march 
towards Cabul, which he left on_ twenty- 
feventh of November, and advanced towards 
his new territories in the province of Sind: but 
he had not negletted to fend ambaffadors to 
the courts of Ruffie and Turky, in order to 
inform them of his fuccefs in India, and to pre- 
fent the fovereigns of thofe empircs with part of 
his fpoils. This to Ruffiz feems to have 
been merely ceremonial, unlefs we fiuppofe it to 
havé a mixture of vanity and oftentation; but 
he had other views in that to the Sultan, with 
whom he was far from intending to preferve 
a lafting amity: acd be was willing upon this oc- 
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In Nader Shah’s march through Sind, he met 
with fome obitrudions from the chiefs of feveral 
caftles, who attempted to oppofe him, but were 
all reduced to fubmiffion after a fhort refiftance : 
but the groundlefs fears, and avarice of Kbo- 
daiar, governor of that province, delayed him - 
longer than the fiercenels and valour of the 
other chiefs. This weak “man had been very 
officious in paying his court to Nader Shah, 
during his conquefts in Perfia, and in fending 
him letters of congratulation upon the fucceis 
of his arms: but, after the Indian expedition, 
he was fo apprehenfive of lofing his treafurcs, 
and fo afraid of falling into the hands of the 
conqueror, that he payed no regard to his re- 
peated invitations, peremptorily refufed to do 

omage at the throne of the Perfian monarch, 
and fled to a ftrong hold in the midft of 
a barren defert, called Amercout, where he 
concealed his money and jewels in a fubter- 
raneous cavern. When Nader heard of his fight, 
he refolved to purfue him, and to punifh him 
for difobeying his command : accordingly he 4.D.s749 
paffed the river Sind over a bridge of boats, and, Nat-ss 
having marched over a rough defert, which had 
before been thought impaflable, he arrived on 
the fifteenth of February, before the caftle of 
Khodaiar. As foon as the filly Indian faw the 
victorious army under his walls, he attempted 
to make his efcape; but was taken by the Per- 
fian foldiers, and brought with all his family 
and attendants before Nader Shah; to whom he 
difcovered in what place he had repofited his 
treafure, hoping by that difcavery to fave his 
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life, which Nader, however, had no thought o! 
taking: but in order to make him fenfible of his 
errour, he kept him in chains feveral days; at 
the end of which he gave him his liberty, re- 
ftored him to his poffeffions, and appointed him 
governor of Tata and part of Sind, the reft of 
which province he divided among his. faithful 
commanders. 


After having fettled the affairs of his new 
dominion, the king of Perfia returned to Nader- 
abad, the city which he had built during the fiege 
of Candahar, and from which he had been ab- 
fent two years. He ftayed but five days in this 
city; and advanced towards Herat, which he 
entered on the twenty-fixth of May: here he 
‘was joined by his nephew Alikuli, together with 
the ‘young princes Imamkuli, and Shahrokh, 
who were received by the King with every mark 
of affe€lion: they made at the fame time *an 
apology for the abfence of the prince Rizakuli, 
who was detaincd by fome affairs of great im- 
portance to the empire, and promifed to meet 
the ing his father at Badghis. Shabrokh feemed 
to be the favourite of the court, and it was re- 
marked, that a prince of the fame name, the 
fon of Timur, had fixed the feat of his empire in 
the city of Herat: upon which the magiftrates 
of that city ftruck a number of medals with the 
name and title of the young prince. In this 
place, Nader chofe to make his triumph for the 
conqueft of India, and to fhow his fubjects the 
riches he had gained by it: as he was highly 
peue with the peacock-throne, which he brought 

om Debli, he had ordered his jewellers to 
make another in the fame form, and with the 
fame fplendour, together with a pavilion, equally 
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rich and magnificent. Thefe works weré noty 4.D.1740- 
finifhed in the higheft perfection, and exhibited Ne! 53 
at one view the fineft pearls end precious 
ftoncs, that remained from the fpoils of Dehli: 
they were difplayed in publick cn the fourth 
of June, which day and feveral others were 
fpent in pageants, fhows, and enteriainmencs. 
On the tenth, Nader gave a confidcrable prefent 
to cach of the princes, and, leaving them in 
Herat, arenes towaids Badghis, where be 
met Rizakuli at the head of his army. As 
foon as the prince faw Lim, he ran to him and 
kiffed his ftirrups, exprefing the fame time 
his fubjedtion to his father and to his king: and 
Nader Shah, having raifed him with great ten- 
dernefs, applauded in the ftrongeft terms his 
pradence in the povermmmcnt of Perfia, and his 
vatour in the defence of it. After thisthey ad- 
vanced to the royal tents, both of them equally 
ignorant of thei unhappy deftiny, and very little 
apprehenfive of the di 1 events, which were 
to fucceed to their bog one of victory and 
good fortune. Nader {pent feveral days in 
reviewing the troops of his iun, whom he amply 
rewarded for their fervices, and, having prefented 
the prince with a diadem and brac). it with 
gems of confidcrable value, hd lis tres to- 
wards the city of Balkh, where he had ordered 

arations to be made for his expedition into 
fartary. 
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SECTION VL 


The war in Tartary. 


NN the lait day of July the army reached the 
banks of the Owus, and found on the river 
eleven hundred barges, which Nader Shab had 
ordered to be built, that he might convey his 
artillery and provifions into the Tranfoxan pro- 
vinces : they continued their march with t 
rapidity, and arrived in ten days at the pafles of 
Bokbara, where a number of chiefs and gover- 
nors fubmitted to the Shah’ generals, and paid 
homage to them as to his reprefentatives. 


In the mean while, the princes Rize and Air, 
having paffed the Oxus, advanced along the op- 
pofite bank, and fpread a general terrour before 
them: but the Shad continued in Perfia till the 
cighteenth of Auguft, when he croffed the river 
in 2 fumptuous barge, which had been prepared 
for his reception. Soon after this, a bridge, which 
Nader had ordered to be built over the Oxus, 
was completed; 2 numerous army of Perfans 
were in a fhort time affembied on the northera 
fide of the river, and were marching in full 
anay towards the metropolis.of Mawerenahr : 
but the King of Turan had no inclination to give 
them battle, and“fent his firft Vizir to the Perfan 
camp with the humbleft offers of fubjection. 
Nader Shab received the Vizir with great affa- 
bility, and, having prefented him with a rich 
mantle, according to the cuftom of Afatick 


«princes, 
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princes, difmiffed him with orders to conduc? the 4.D.1740. 
King his mafter to the camp, and to affure him, N25, 
that nothing but bis immediate compliance could 
preferve himfelf from deftruttion, and his kingdom 

from ruin, “The Tartarian Monarch was under 

a neceflity of obeying thefe haughty commands : 

he had defcended too low already to think of 
recovering his dignity, and he was too prudent 

to irritate, by his difobedience, a powerful ad- 
verfary, whom he could not 1epel by force of 

arms, 


The Perfian army fill continued their courfe, 
and encamped on the twenty-third of Auzuft at the 
diftance of twelve miles from the city of Bokhéra: 
on the next day in the afternoon, Abulfeiz, 
King of Turan, attended by his Vizirs and Cour- 
tiers, arrived at the camp; and, being admitted 
intg the prefence of Nader Shad, layed his diadem 
and other enfigns of royalty at the feet of the 
Conqueror. If this fortunate man fhowed a 
fierce and violent temper on other occafions, he 
certainly behaved at the prefent juncture with a 
noble moderation: he affigned the captive mo- 
narch a place-in the council, and declared, that 
he meaned to refore him, as he had reftored the 
Emperor of India, to bis former dignity; but that 
he foould fix the Oxus as the common boundary y 
the Tartarian and Perfian empires, and annex to the 
latter all the diftridts lying to the fouth and weft of 
that river, together with Balkh and its deperden- 
cies; in confirmation of which alliance, he pro- 
pofed to marry his nephew lj to a daughter of 
Abulfeiz : the Turanian had too much fenfe to 
object to a fingle propotil of his Conqueror, who 
could eafily have forced him toconfent, and who, 
with refpeét to him, had aéted mildly and bene- 

Ha volently. 
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4.D.1740. volently. After feveral amicable conferences, 

Jud. 55 the two fovereigns advanced to Bokhara; where 
Nader reftored the crown of Tartary to his cap- 
tive with great ceremony, and placed a diadem, 
fet with pearls, upon his head, as a mark of his 
particular favour: he conferred upon him ano- 
ther honour, which was meicly verbal; for, a3 
the chief rute:s of the Tranfoxan provinces had 
born only the fimple title of Aben or Lad, he 
gave that of Shah, or King, to Abulfeiz, and his 
defcendants. On the fame day, the nuptials of 
ali and the princefs of Turan were celebrated 
uith uncommon magnificence. 


The next morning Nader Shab led his forces 
towards Aharezm, which, we may remember, was 
aid in the JutreduéTion to be an extenfive king- 
dom lying on cach fide of the Oxus, near the 
place where it emptied itfelf into the Ca/pian, 
and containing a number of large cities and 
fortrefies, which, from the advantage of their 
fituation, were accounted impregnable. Lis 
view in vifiting this country, wis to make re- 
prifals upon Zbers, who then governed it, and 
who, during the Indian expedition, had made fre- 
quent incurfions into Kharafin. This Chief was 
then in a caftle, named Hezarefb, before which 
Nader appeared on the eighteenth of Ocfober ; but, 
finding it very ftrongly fortified, and capable of 
refifting the mot vigorons affaults, he thought it 
advifeable to make a pretence of marching tov 
ward Kbeiva, the Capital of the province, juft 
concluding, that Wbars would hazard a battle 
fave his metropolis. He was not difappointed ¢ 
for the Kharezmian no fooner heard of his mo» 
tions, than he left the fortre&s, and marched td 
Kbeiva by another road, while Nader, expedting 

‘ ak 
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that event, returned through fome paffes in the 4..1740. 
mountains, and entirely precluded him from the Nal- 5;, 
hope of regaining Hezare/b. ilbars, thus inter- 
cepted, retired in hafte to a weaker caftle, where 

» He foon found it impoflible to make any defence: 
he therefore, in a fit of defpair, refolved to give 
the Perfians battle, and advanced intrepidly to 
the field; but, after a fhort tkirmih, he was 
driven back, and, Icaving moft of his men dead 
on the plain, faved himfelf with a few attcadants 
in the fort: the conquerors began immediately 
to batter the walls, and, after a britk fire for three 
days, made a confiderable breach, and took the 
cattle in a violent affault; yet even then the prince 
of Kaarezm, deferted by his friends, and deftitute 
of fuccour, had the madnefs to think of holdin 
out fingly againft fo formidable an encmy, ani 
would not furrender, till fome Perfsn foldiers 
dragged him by force before the Shah, who or+ 
dered him to be put to death, in revenge for the 
Perfian envoys, who had becn fent to fummoa 
him at Hezarelh, and whom be had inbunanly 
murdered. 


Tibars feems to have been a mere favage, who, 
without any talent ncceflary to form a General, 
had affumed the character of a warriour, and in- 
vaded Perfia without any provocation, but was 
put to flight in cvery cogagements and received 
at lait the punifhment, which his folly, arrogance, 

s obftinacy, and cruclty certainly deferved. 


+ After this victory, the princes Afi and Riza 
{obtained leave to retire to Mefbed, where they 
intended to pafs fome time with Najfralla, 
whom they had not feen fince his return from 
‘India; but Nader Shah flayed ieveral days 
Hg longer 
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4.D.syo. longer in Kbarezm, in orde? to concert meafures 


ad. 53. 


for the eable government of that principa- 
lity, which be gave to a near relation ‘of Abul- 
jez, named Thaber, a nobleman of illuftrious 
merit; after which arrangement he repaffed the 
Oxus, and arrived at Merz in the middle of 
December. He made but a ‘hort flay in that 
city, and advanced with great expedition to 
his favourite caftle of Kelat, which he had 
fixed upon as the place of his retreat, whencver 
his advanced age, and the completion of his 
military projects, thould enable him to refign 
the throne, and pafs the remainder of his life 
in a glorious retirement. He determined to 
provide this place with every thing requifite to 
make his folitude agrecable ; confiftently with 
which defign, he cauféd a fumptuous palace to 
be raifed in Aclat, together with elegant baths, 
temples, aqueduéts, and houfes for his oflicers 
and minificrs : he ordered the treafures colleéted 
at Deli to be tranfported into the caftle, which 
was far the ftrongeft hold in the Perfian Em- 
pire. After thefe regulations he left Ke/at, and, 
returning through 2 very agrecable country, 
reached Mefted at the clofe of the year. 


Adar. Nader Shab entered the metropolis of his 


Nad: 54+ 


kingdom in triumph, and nothing was feen in 
the city but diverfions and pageants, from the 
opening of the new year to the tenth of March, 
which day was folemnized with more than 
ufual magnificence. He had, in the courfe of 
five years, fubdued or put to flight as many 
Sovereign Princes *, conquered three flourifhing 


© Aferaf, Hiaffin, Mobammaed Shab, Abalfein, and Ibert. 
king. 
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kingdoms, and extended the boundaries of Per- Adis. 
fia, 2s far a3 Oxus to the north, and Indus to the \5*, 
eaft, His next objeét was to drive the Turks 
from the banks of the Yigris and Euphrates, as 
he had already driven both them and the Ru/- 
Jians from the Cyrus and Araxes; but the death 
of bis brother Zobeireddoula was yet unrevenged : 
he, therefore, had no fooner recovered from is 
the fatigue of his laft campaign, than he led his 
army towards the mountains of Shirvan. On 
the third of May, as he was riding through a 
a foreft in Mazenderan, a muikct-ball, fired from 
a diftance, grazed his right arm, and ftruck his 
horfe on the head, who fcil immediately to the 
ground: the ball was aimed at Nader Shab by 
an affaffin, who lay in ambufh behind a tree, 
but, finding he had failed in his defign, had 
fled with great hafte, and hid himfelf in the 
thickeft part of the wildernefs. The prince Ri- . 
xdhuli was it bis father’s train, and appeared to 
be much furprifed at this accident : but many of 
the coyrticrs, who were prefent, fufpected that 
the plot had been concerted by him, and, though 
+ the Perfian author fuppofes him to be innocent, 
yet the frequent examples of thefe horiid at- 
tempts in the courts of Afia, and the confidence 
with which our own writers relate the ftory, 
May induce us to believe, that their fufpicions 
of his guilt are not wholly groundlefs. It was 
Teported, however, that a.fon cf Dilever, one 
of the barbarous chiefs mentioned in a former 
part of this narrative, was the contriver of the 
plot, and had fuborned a defperate villain to fire 
at the Shah, when he fhould pafs through thar 
foreft : the affaflin was purfued, and, being taken - 
by the Perfian foldicrs, was put to immediate 


death, 
He The 
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The conquelt of Daghefan was effected with 
Tittle difficulty; as moft of the favage chiefs, 
alarmed.at Nader’s approach, came to him at the 
head of their tribes, and made a promife of in- 
violable fubmiffion to their Conqueror and his 
defcendants, 


The firft rhonths of the new year were em- 
ployed in receiving foreign embaffics, and in 
negotiating a treaty with the Sultan Mahmud, 
by which Nader propofed to recover the whole 
province of Mefopctamia ; and, having fo confi- 
derably enlarged the Perfan Empire, he intended 
to relign the crown, and retire to Kelat, where 
he had repofited all the treafures of India. 
Ameng the ambafladors, who arrived this year 
at'the court of Mefled, was an Indian Emir, fent 
by the Great Mogid with a congratulatory letter 
to the Shvb on his vietories in Tartary, and a 
curious picce of furniture, made of red fandal- 
wood, znd carved in a moft elegant manner : 
Nader accepted the prefent, and difmiffed the 
Emir, with one no Icfs valuable for the Mogul, 


sconfifting of feveral vafes adorned with gems ; 


at the fame time he fent back a band of mufi- 
cians and dancers, whom he had brought with 
him from Dedii, in order to infu his fabjeds 
in the Indiaa mufick and method of dancing, 
which he greatly admired. What that kind of 
mufick was, it 1s impoffible for us to determine ; 
but we cannot ap admiring the remarkable 
difpofition of this fingular man, who, with the 
ficrcenefs of a waniour, had yet a tafte for the 
polite and ornamental’ arts, and, while he was 


_ fonquering an Empire, had the calmneds to think 


of improving the mufick of his nation. 
The 
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aie reft of the year was {pent in reducing the ADs 
northern winces, and principally in fettlin, + $5 
the affair of Geongha and Cireafia. SN 


Nader Shah, perceiving that the Sultan mean- 4.D.1743. 
ed only to trifle with him, and being now at Nad s6- 
leifure to renew hoftilities, marched at the open- 
ing of .the year towards Bagdad, and took feve- 
yal confiderable places in his way. Abmed fent 
him a fubmiffive meflage, and entreated him to 
refleét on the ruin which he fiould bring on himfelf, 
if be were to abandm a City, which the Sultan 

jad exprefsly ordered bim to defend. The Turkith 
court, on the other hand, were making pre- 
Parations for an obftinate war, and had fent a 
decifion of the Mufti to all their Afatick gover- 
nors, importing, that /t was lawful to flay or 
make prifoners the inhabitants of Parfia, as here- 
ticks and o pars of the true faith. “On hearing 
qhis, the Shah, defpaiving at that time to reduce 
the povernoe of Bagdad, advanced with alt 
poflible fpeed to Mujel, a large and opulent 
City, then governed by Hufein, who had lately 
been reinforced by the batha of Aleppo with : 
his troops. He purfued his operations with great 
rapidity, raifed a trong bridge over the river, 
and, having completed his lines, began to bom- 
bard the citadcl. The garrifon fupported a fharp 
fire for feveral days, but at length Hufein Pafha 
expreffed an inclination to capitulate, and fent 
(wo officers to the Perfian camp with aa offer 
of amicable terms, but reprefented to him fhe 
dangers to which a Turkith governor was expofed, 
who fiould furrender a City committed to bis care, 
and defired a refpite for a few months fo obtain 
the confent of his court, and to perfuade them. to 
make a peace with the Shah at any rate. “ Nader, 
“ fays the Pe.fian hiftorian, accepted thefe pro- 
* pofals, 
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4Dan3.% pofals, and confented to defift from any for- 
Nad. s6- ther hoftilities, till an anfwer could be re- 
“¢ ceived from Conftantinople.? Accordingly he 

raifed the fiege, and amufed himfelf, in this 
interval, with vifiting the places near Bagdad, 

which had been rendered facred by the refdlence 

. of Ali, and the firft fucceffors of Ma . Inthe 
mean time great civilities pafled between him 

and the governor of Bagdad; and a variety of 
prefents were interchanged, as tokens of their 
mutual regard. Abmed prepared a magnificent 
barge, in which Nader Shab paffed the Tigris, 

and, with an indolence unworthy of his active 
nature, condefcended to difpute upon fubjects 

of religion with the Mabomedan priefts, who 

took care to be always of his opmion. This 
irrefolute and imprudent condu@, in a man fo 

bold and impetuous, muft needs be a matter of 
aftonifhment to the reader: it will, thereforc, 

, be ncceffary to explain the caufes of it. . 


If Nader Shab had perifhed in the foreft of 
Mazenderan on the third of May 1741, his courfe 
would have been completely glorious; and he 
would have left 2 moft fouriking Empire to a 
valiant and active Prince, who, in all probability, 
would have followed the example of his father : 
but his glory was now declining, and his life 
feemed likely to be clofed in weakncfs and mi- 
fery. It had been fuggeited to him by fome of 
his courtiers, that the villain, who fired at him 
in the foreft, had been fuborned by his eldeft 
‘fon Riza ; and fome of our travellers relate this 
ftory as an indifputable fact *: but whether the 


© The fame writers affure us, that the unfortunate Shab 
Tebeaafp was put to death by Risatali, while Nader was in 


2 fags 
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fuggeftion were jut or groundlefs, it is certain 40.1743. 
that Nader, in 2 fit of rage, ordered the Prince’s Nad. fc 

8 to be torn out; the common, but inhuman, wey 
punifhment for high crimes in dfia. _ His orders 
were no fooner executed, than he repented of 
his hafty paffion ; remorfe, anguith, and defpair: 
fucceeded to his wrath, and a diforder preyed 
upon his fpirits, which gained new force every 
day. Confcious of his growing malady, he was 
defirous to conclude a peace with the Turks, and 
to feck fome comfort from the retirement which 
he had fo long meditated : but a circumftance, 
which happened the next year, roufed him from 
his lethargy, and Jed him to make a laft effort, 


which was not altogether unworthy of his for- 
mer character. 


A Taurkifo commander, named Gemél Ogh, who 4.D.1744 
was then at Cars in Armenia, which he had re- Nat-s7- 
covered, fent circular letters to the principal 
officers of Perfa, inciting them to revolt from the 
Ufurper Nader, and to join the banners of Prince 
Sch, the true heir to the crown. This Pretender, 
whofe real name was Mobammed Ali, had for- 
merly gotten his bread in the city of Shufer, 
the ancient Sufa, by begging in the drefs of a 
dervife: one day 2 man, who ‘gave him alms, 
obferved that he refembled the Sefi family in bis 
complexion, and the colour of bis eyes ; from which 
the beggar took the hint of a moft impudent 
impofture, and told the people a piteousdtory of 
his misfortunes, affuring them, that 4e never 
had intended to reveal the fecret of bis birth, but 
that, fince be was betrayed by bis features, be found 
bimfelf obliged to confefiy that be was really the 
Prince Sef. Upon this, fo great a croud affem- 

“bled round him every day, that the governcr 
of Shufter was forced to drive him the 

* atys 
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4.D.1744. City ; whence he proceeded to Bagdad, and was 
Nad. $7. introduced to Abmed as a prinee of the houfe of 





Sef: the governor, imagining that the heir to 
the throne of Perfia, whether real or pretended, 
would be ufeful to his court, fent him to Can- 
ftantinople, where he had apartments allotted to 
him in the palace, and a confiderable revenue; 
but after the depofition of Sultan Ahmed in 1730, 
he was fent to Thefalonica, and afterwards to 
Lemnos, where he had lived many years neg- 
JeSed and defpifed, but was now fummoncd, 
and carried into Perfia by the Turki/b General, 
The letters of Gemal Ogli were brought to Nader, 
who immediately led his army to Abher, intend~ 
ing to advance as far as Cars, whither, on ac- 
count ot feveral delays, he did not arrive till 
the end of July. The governor refafed to fur- 
render, and Nader Shab, finding himfelf in no 
condition te compel him, made a feeble attempt 
to bombard the citadel, but the next day ac- 

_ cepted the governor’s offer to give the Turkifh 
court notice of bis defperate fituation, and prefs them 
to conclude @ peace; upon which he left onc of 
his generals to blockade. the city, and retired 
into winter quarters at Berda. 


At the beginning of March he advanced to- 
wards Erivan, but was attacked with fo violent 
a diforder, that he was forced to be carried in 
a litter, and did not recover his ftrength till the 
middleeof fummer; at which time he was in- 
formed that Mohammed Pajba, the late Grand 
Vizir, was marching by the way of Erzerum 
with twelve other Bafhas, at the head of a vatt 
army, and that two more Turki/h officers were 
haftening through Diarbecr to join them with 
all their forces. Nader feemed to be eto 
: * wit 
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with joy at this intelligence, hopi ONE 4.D.2745. 
decifive blow to terminate his diffate inh the Nei 3. 
Turks, and either to crown his labours with a 
victory, or to end in the field of battle a life, 
which was now become a burden to him: he 
therefore fent his fon Najfralla to prevent the 
jundtion of the two Turki/h armies, and, having 
appointed the princes /mamkuli and Ibrahim go- 
vernors of Khorafan and Irék in his abfence, 
proceeded by forced marches, and on the twenty 
cighth of Fu/y encamped in the fame plain, where 
he had defeated Abdalla ten years before. The 
next day Mobammed appeared with an hundred 
thoufand horfe, and forty thoufand foot; but’ 
he marched very flowly, and pitched his tents 
in the evening at the bottom of a mountain. 
On the thirtieth, both armies advanced into the 
ae but the whole day was fpent in flight 
irmithes, in which the Turks generally retired 
with lof. Mohammed muft have been cither 
ignorant cf Nader’s infirmity, or timid to the 
Jat degree, for if he had made a bokl attack 
on this day, it would probably have been fuc- 
cefsful ; but, alarmed at the very name of Na- 
der Shab, and thinking his troops unable to 
oppofe the hardy veterans, who had learned the 
force of difcipline in the battle of Xernal, he 
thought it prudcut to found a retreat, and re- 
tired with fuch filence and cxpedition, that a 
detachment of Perfians, who were fent,to exae 
tine the Twrki/h camp, were furprifed to find 
it deferted : but the janiflaries, confcious of their 
own valour, and cager to engage their cnemies, 
began to murmur at the remiffnefs of their 
commander ; and his council were apprehenfive 
of a gencral mutiny, if he theuld delay to lead 
them back inte the field. 4 
nM 
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4£D.1743- On the ninth of uft a letter was brov: 
‘td ty Nader Shab sae prince Nafralla, ght 


forming him of 2 complete vidtory, which he 
had gained over the Batha’s, who were march- 
ing from Diarbecr, and whom he had intercepted 
in a plain near Mufel. The King was highly 
pleafed with this letter, and fent it to Mohammed 
by one of the Turkifo prifoners, who had no 
fooner reached the camp, than he heard a loud 
noife,’ and prefently difcovered, that the foldiers 
had revolted, and put their General to death. 
By this time the Perfians had advanced clofe to 
the Turkifh camp, and, perceiving the diforder 
of the enemy, attacked them on all fides: the 
Turks fled in confufion ; and, wiule at of 
Nader’s troops were en in purfuing them, 
the reft Seized their fra tents, and Pasisn 
nition: twelve thoufand janiffaries were flain, 
among whom were feveral officers of diftin@tion. 
Nader Shab ftayed a few days in this place to 
refreth his army, and to divide the {poils among 
them; after which he led them to Hamadan, 
and thence proceeded to I/paban, which he did 
not reach till the clofe of the year, as he made 
along ftay in fome of the principal towns, in 
order to regulate the affairs of his Empire. In 
his way he received an ambaflador from the 
King of Khoten, who had fent a valuable prefent 
to Nader Shab, with a letter of congratulation 
upon all his vidtories, in which he took occafion 
to requeft, that a proper officer might be fent to fix 
the boundaries of their reparice dominions : the 
Shah readily complied with his requeft, and dif- 
miffed the ambaffador with a prefent of nine 
Arabian horfes, and a cimiter with jewels. 
This prince was defcended from Genghizkban, 
and had been yaifed by his merit to fe tone 
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of Khoten, while his brother reigned in the kings 40.1745. 
dom of Xbata; both which countries are Saat Nad. 5%. 
mentioned together by the Afatick writers, and 

reach from the northern frontiers of China to 

the territories of Ba/kb, which Nader Shab had 

lately annexed to the empire of Perfa. 


Nader had now bafiled the laft effort of his 4.D.1746 
moft dangerous enemies; and, as his diforder Nad. 59 
grew daily upon him, he was very defirous of 
making an honourable peace, and of haftenin, 
to that refirement, which had been his chi 
object for feveral years. In the middle of March, 
therefore, he fent an offer of accommodation to 
the Turkife court, who liftened eagerly to his pro- 
pofals; but the whole year was fpent in nego- 
tiations, and peace was not concluded till fo an 
nuary 1947, in the fextieth Nader's Life. 4-D.t747- 
As, he i no ae roland of moet nae 
the war, he dropped 47s two articles relating ta 
the mofque at Mecca, which, as we obferved be- 
fore, were only intended to amufe the Turks 
before the expedition againft Candabar; and the 
Porte, on the other hand, conleates to protect 
the Perfian pilgrims, to fet their prifoners at 
fei pel gaan their chim to the 
provinces of Irak and Azarbigian, one diftrict 
of which was ceded to the Sultan as a free gift, 
and as a mark only of the Shah's amicable in- 
tentions. 


While Nader was preparing to vifit the place 
of his birth, and had thoughts of refigning the 
diadem to his fon Najfralla, he received news, 
that 2 noble Perfian, named Taki Khan, to whom 
he had affigned the erfiment of Fars, dad 
declared bimfelf independent of bis bensfalte, ¢ ae 

: revoltes 
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AD.1747. revolted openly ; in which he was foon imitated 

Ned-60. by the governors of fome other provinces. This 
intelligence drove him to a degree of fury, 
which can fcarce be conceived: he put to death 
2 great number of his governors and minifters, 
upon the flighteft fufpicion of their guilt ; 
and, not fatisfied with deftroying the: leaders 
of the rebellion, he cut off whole cities, and 
forced the greateft number cf his fubjeéts to 
feek 2 refuge in the mountains and deferts. 
After he had celebrated the Nurdz in the city of 
Kerman, he advanced to Mefird, which he found 
in a manner deferted, and the whole province 
ripe for revolt: his madnefs was now raifed to 
the higheft pitch; he fent No/raila, his grand- 
fon Shabrokb, and the other princes, to the 
caftle of Kelat, refolving in the mean time to 
exterminate the rebels without mercy. - 


Tt was not long before he heard that the pro- 
vince of Seg fan bad revolted; upon which he 
fent his nephew 4/ to reduce it to fubmiflion, 
under the guidance of an old and faithful of- 
ficer named Tabmafp. The young prince, eager 
to poffefs the of his uncle, and panting + 
for the delights of a throne, propofed to his 
ide to join the Sezeflanians, and depofe the 
Fran, whofe age and infirmities rendered bim in- 
capable of reigning : the old man was fhocked at 
the idea, and jaded the prince from fo bafe 
an attempt. Ait diffemble his difpleafure ; but 
in a few days the perfon, who had occafioned 
it, was no more: he poifoned Tahmafp, and 
caufed himfelf in feveral provinces to be pro- 
claimed King of Pepfa; but as the life of Nader 
Shab was a great to his defigns, he def 
patcked three of bis officers in order te remove x e 
jader 
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Nader had notice in a fhort time of this un- 4.D.1747. 
natural rebellion ; and, as his prefence alone No4.60., 


could have any chance of fuppreffing it, he left = 


Mefoed at the end of May, to which he never 
returned, 


On Sunday, the eighth of June, he encamped 
at a place called Fatebabad, or The monfon 
of vidlory, where, fatigued with his long march, 
oppreffed with years, fonk in defpair, he 
retired early to his tent, and flept till mid~ 
night ; at which time the three affaifins fent by 
Ali, who had alfo bribed the officers upon guard, 
entered the tent, and in a few minutes put an 
end to a life, which had been devoted to deftroy 
the lives of others *. 


Thus fell, at the age of fixty years, NADER- 
KULI, the Deliverer of Peja, and Conqueror 
of Yudia ; who, from an humble ftation, had 
raifed himfelf to a degree of power, at which 
few monarchs by birth have ever arrived. He 
feems to have united the talents of a complete 
General, and an able Politician; and, though 
he had not the advantages of learning, yet 
appears to have had a tafle for true magnificence, 


* It would have been an eafy matter, to work uy a le- 
bonred pidture of this cataftrophe, if the writer were not 
morp defirous of being tho ‘an hiftorian than a rheto- 
rician ; our travellers, in affure us, that Nader Shab 
made a brave refiftance, and that he would, probably, have 
fieaped bu fut bad net over the cords of the tent 5 
but, as the tent mof have exceedingly fpacious, it is 
not eafy t conceive what occafion there could be for 
near his bed; neither is it able, that the circum~ 
tances of the murther thould epee from thefe Perfas 
aflaflins to the cars of Zxropeas a 4 
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and would probably, had he lived in happier 
times, have encol the arts of peace, and 
been no ftranger to the charms of fociety ; but 
the darling obje& of his life, to which he fa~ 
erificed every other purfuit, and devoted all the 
powers of his mind and body, was the Art of 
War, in which he became eqnal to the greatelt * 
Commanders of Afa, and may juftly ftand upon 
a level with Cyrus or Tamerlane. They, who 
form a notion of his character from the various 
narratives, which have been printed in Europe, 
are apt to confider him in no other light, than 


.as a fearlefs Barbarian, who furmounted every 


difficulty, and overthrew all his oppofers, by 
the dint of mere valour and hardineis ; but, on 
a nearer view of his exploits, they will feem to 
contain fomething more than brutal heroifm, 
and to have been no lefs wifely concerted than 
vigorouily performed. His great project of de- 
livering bis country was executed Pith a regu 
larity and prudence, that can be furpaffed only 
by the celerity of his motions, and the vigour 
of his adts. If we throw a veil over his latter 
years, in which he was rather to be pitied than 
condemned, we fhall fee nothing im his life, , 
‘but what was noble and laudable : he had neither 
the rafhnefs of Alexander, the infatiable ambition 
of Cafar, the inflexible obftinacy of Charles the 
Twelfth, nor the vices of his illuftrions rival 
Peter the Great; he refembled rather that real 
Hero, Gufavus Vafa, who, to ufe the words of 
an excellent writer, “ left the foreft where he 
“ lay concealed, and came to deliver his.coun- 
“© try *:” like Vafa, he was raifed to the throne 


© Voltaire Hig. Cher, XIE. 
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of the Empire, which he had freed from oppref- 
fion; like Vafa, he changed the religion of his 
fubjects ; but Le did not, like Vafa, reign happy 
ond beloved ta an advanced old age, 


Early in the morning the body of the king 
was expofed in the camp} upon which the leaders 
of the army, after a long debate, thought it 
advifeable to declare for i and invite him to 
the feat of his empire: but bmed, a valiant 
officcr, who had always been attached to Nader, 
made a bold effort to revenge his death, and 
ruthed at the head of his troop againft the other 
chiefs, but was foon repulfed, and retreated in 
defpair to Candabar. 


Af, having received a full account of the 
tranfaGtion, marched with great eagernefs into 
Khorafan, and fent a body of men under able 
commanders to fcize the treafures of Kelét, and 
the perfons of the young princes his coufins. * 


As the caftle of Kvlét was very ftrong, it 
would have been almoft impoffible to have taken 
it by ftorm; but an accident faved them the 
trouble of a regular fiege: one of the foldiers 
in the fortrefs, wanting fome fresh water, de- 
feended by a ladder, which he improcently left 
on the wall, and did, not return, +.) he found 
the caftle full of .A/?s‘men, and heard the cries 
of the garrifon. The princes Na/ralla, Imam- 
huli, and ShabrokB mounted their horfes, and 
efcaped by another gate, intending to fly to- 
wards Meru : they had fcarce ridden twenty-feven_ 
miles, when they were overtaken by a troop of 
their enemies, by whom Imamkuli and Shabrokh 
were made prifoners ; bat Nafralla, having ae 
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a foldier who had feized his bridle, galloped to 
Merz, where he hoped to find a fare refuge; but 
the inhabitants of the city, among whom Als 
gold had already fed its infedion, yout him in 
chains, and fent inftantly to Mefhed. 


Ali made a folemn entry into the capital of 
Khorafan, where his firft aét of benevolence was 
to deprive the princes of their lives, which were 
no longer deaf to them: the unfortunate Riza, 
together with Nafralia, Imamkuli, and fixteen 
others of the imperial family, were maflacred ; but 
Shahrokb, a beautiful boy about fourteen years 
old, was kept privately in a tower, whence Ait 
defigned to bring him tq the throne, and to 
affume the re, during his minority, if he 

‘fhould find the Perfians determined to oppofe 
his own government. 


On the twenty-fifth of June he was crownell 
by the peren ALT SHA dg, and be; ia his 
reign by di ig the {poils of India, which his 
uncle had colleéted in Kelét. He fent his brother 
Ibrahim to Ifpaban, and appointed him governor 
of Irak; fo which he committed the care. of 
his Empire to his minifters, and, fixing his abode 
fometimes in Mazenderan, fometimes in Khorafan, 
led a life, the leaft worthy of a powerful King, 
fenfual, voluptuous, effeminate. 


In the mean while Ibrahim, who had repined 
in fecret at the fuccefs of his brother, was con- 
certing meafures to undermine his power: his 
liberality foon drew to Ijpabar a number of 
chiefs and governors, who had taken a juft 
offence at the condué of Ali; and, when he 
had colleéted a force fuflicient to try his ftrengths 
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he marched againit the city of Carmanjbab, 
which he took by ftorm, and afterwards bent 
his courfe towards Azarbigiqn: but in a plain 
between Zenjan and Sultanta, he was met by 
Ali Shab, who, roufed from his indolence by 
the ‘news of this revolt, had advanced by forced 
marches to intercept his progrefs. The two 
armies foon came to an ation ; but in the heat 
of it a great number of .A/’s men went over to 
the enemy, and the reft were foon put to flight. 
Ali was made prifoner, and condemned to lofe 
his eyes by his brother, whom, contrary to the 
cuftom of Perfian monarchs, he had permitted 
to snicy his fight. 


Ibrahim had in a fhort time fecured to his in- 
tercits moft of the provinces and chief cities, 
and found himfelf at the head of an hundred 
and twenty thoufand men : but the young prince 
Shabrokh, who was favoured by the Khorafunians, 
ftood between him and the throne; and, as the 
treafury was at Mcfbed, he defpaired of being 
fixed in his government, till he had in his power 
the perfon and wealth of his rival: with this in- 
tent he aéted with a deep diffimulation, and fent 
one of his minifters to Mefbed, with a declaration, 
that Shahrokh was now the undoubted heir of two 
roel families, of Seti by bis mother, and of 

fader Shah, by bis father; that ‘tbrahim was 
determined, therefore, to place him on the throne of 
bis anceftors at Wpaban, where the former Kings of 
Perfia had refided. The Chiefs of Kborafan agreed, 
that the young prince was heir to the crown, 
but fent word to Jérabim, that it would be 
neceffary to finifh the ceremonies of the corona- 
tion without any further delay : they accordingly 
‘went to the prince in the tower, where teted. 
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been imprifoned, and paid homage to him, as 
their lawful fovereign ; but the amiable youth, 
juftly apprehenfive of the dangers which fur- 
round a throne, and of which at his tender 
age he had been a mournful witnefs, entreated 
em not to expofe him to a flate of fu fplendid 
mifery : they would not liften to his requeit, and, 
after repeated oaths of fidelity, brought him to 
the palace; where on the twentieth of Septenber 
he took the fcepter of Perfia with a trembling 
and. 


Ibrahim, finding that his project had failed, 
had no refource left but open rebellion; 4¢ 
caufed bimfelf to be s freslainé King, and ordered 
money to be in his name: but his un- 
difcerning prodigality brought him to deftruc- 
tion ; he chofe his minifters among the meaneft 
of his officers, and raifed the moft ignorant 
foldiers to the higheft commands in his army + 
his beit troops, juftly incenfed at this conduct, 
either deferted to Shabrokb, or returned to their 
native countiies; fo that in a fhort time he was 
almoft deferted, and had fcarcely ftrength enough 
to take poffeflian of Kom, which it would have 
been better for him never to have taken. He 
was betrayed by his guards to the inhabitants of 
this city, who jent him in chains to Me/bed, along 
with his brother 4/, whom he had kept in his 
palace : the officer, who conducted the prifoners, 
thinking to recommend himfelf to the new 
king, flew Jérahim in the way, and carried his 
head to Shabrokh, who turned afide from the 
bloody fight; but, when he caft his eyes upon 
Ali, bis regard for the memory of the princes, 
whom that monfter had murdered in cold blood, 
overcame his natural fweetnefs of temper, ane 
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he gave orders for him to be immediately 
ftrangled. 


There was now a profpeé of tranquillity in 
the Perfian cmpirc; as the Shah had every bie 
lity, which promifed a happy reign: but there 
‘was one more pretender to the crown, a grand- 
fon of Scliman Il. whom Shabrekh, ,perhaps im- 
prudently, had fuffered to live unconfined. This 
barbarian concerted a plot againft the Shah, and, 
having by bribes and promifes gained acccfs to 
his apartment, tore ont the eyes of the unfor- 
tunate king, who in a lower ftation might have 
preferved both his fight and his happinefs, So 
cruel an aé& could not be long unpuaifhed: the 
ruffian was fcized. and put to death with every 
aggravated circumnftance of torture; but as the 

findnefs of Sad, kb made him incapable, by the 
laws ot Perfia, of reigning, he retained only the 
nfme of Ajng, whillt all his affairs were con- 
duéted by his minifters: how long he lived, it 
has nat been in our power to learn ; but it is eafy 
to conceive that his life could be neither long 
nor happy, unlefs he foent it in retirement, where 
a fenfe of religion might fupport him with hopes 
of a better ftate, 


Thus, in a period of fixty years, one of the mo 
beautiful Empires in the world was fo drenched 
in blood, and fo torn with calamities that not 
one heir to the diadem remained in a capacity 
to wear it; and a fingle man of no high birth, 
in a life of the fane length, Aclivered his country, 
raifed it to the highctt pitch of grandeur, and 
left it at his death no lefs diftrefled than ever: 
fuch are the miferies which naturally flow from 
an immoderate love uf dominion; fucb are the 
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fruits of military glory, and fuch the fate of 
thofe kingdoms, ‘ohole ralers prefer the pride of 
conqueft to the calmer joys of peace and to the 
welfare of their people. 


Perfiz has fince been divided into a number of 
independent governments, and will probably 
continue in.that ftate, till Aerim, who reigns in 
the midland provinces, or Abdalla, whofe domi- 
nions cxtend from the Cofpian to the borders of 
India, or fome other of the 1ival powers, fhall 
have the good, or bat, fortune to reduce the 
whole Empiie to fubjection. 


The fate of India has not been better; and 
from Candahar to cape Comorin, from the firaights 
of Kupele to the mouth f the Ganges, there has 
been a continual fcene of havock and confufion 
for a courfe of years ; the vaft dominions of the 
Mogul were dlignembered ; the Rajas and other 
Indian princes refufed to continue their alle- 
giance to the Emperor, and a defcendant of Ta- 
merlane, who ftili retains the title of Shab Alem, 
or, King of the World, was protected in the tents of 
European officers, whofe employers alfo had their 
thare in the inins of Indofan. Wlo knows, but 
that the time may come, when the 1icheft king- 
doms of Afa will be provinces of Liropean Em- 
pires, and when the light of truth and rcafon will 
befpread over the fineft part of the habitable globe? 


The actions related in this volume have had 

a greater influence over the affairs of Europe than 
we may be apt to imagine; for if Nader Shab 
had loft his life, which he fo wantonly expofed, 

in his youth, the whole face of Afa, and of 

thofe European kingdoms, which are conned 
‘ will 
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with it, would have been different: if Pegfia had 
not been delivered by this daring genius, the 
Ruffians would till have poffeffed the rich pro- 
vinces, which border on the Ca/pian lake, and 
would; no doubt, have attacked the Turks on the 
fide of Georgia, which might have given them the 
dominion of the Black Sea, and might have 
opened a paflage to Conflantinople itfelf; or, on the 
other hand, the Turks, being pofletied of alk 
Media, the ancient kingdom of Cyrus, might 
have driven the Rufians from Afa, and com- 
pelled them to retire beyond the mountains of 
Caucafus ; laftly, if India had not been drained 
of its treafures in 1738, the Mogul Empire 
would not have been weakened and divided, 
the Nawéé or Viccroys would not have declared 
themfelves independent of the Emperor, and 
confequently or fettlements on the Ganges would 
AU pave depended for proteétion on the court of 
Dehli. 


THE END. 
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Advertifement. 


TB E. following Effay has already been printed, 
by way of Commentary on a Collection of 
Eaftern Peems, to which it is added ; but, as it 
contains many remarks on the manners of the 
Afiaticks, it feemed proper to be inferted in this 
Volume, after the Life of Nader Shah: ## will 
be found very different, both in form and flyle, 
from the Treatife, which the Author wrote in 
French on the fame fubjelt, and publi{hed in 17.70, 
with bis Tranflation of the King of Denmark's 
Perfian Manufcript. Both thefe Differtations 
were intended as intredufory to a much 
larger work, on the Afiatick Poetry, written in 
Latin for the convenience of learned foreigners, 
and entitled, Poefeos Afiatice Commentarii, 
which will be offered to the publick in the middle 
of next March, 
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we call the Happy, and which the Afaticks 

know by the name of Yemen, feems to be 
the only country in the world, in which we can 
properly lay the fcene of paftoral poetry ; becaufe 
Ao nation at this day can vie with the Arabians in 
the delightfulnefs of their climate, and the fim- 
plicity of their manners. There is a valley, in- 
deed, to the north of Indeftan, called Cajbmir, 
which, according to an account written by a 
native of it, is a perfeét garden, exceedingly fruit- 
ful, and watered by a thoufand rivulets: but 
when its inhabitants were fubdued by the ftra- 
tagem of a Mogul prince, they loft their happi- 
nels with their liberty, and Aradia retained its 
old title without any rival to difpute it. Thefe 
are not the fancies of a poet: the beauties of 
Yemen are proved by the concurrent teftimon 
of ali travellers, by the defcriptions of it in all 
the writings of d4fa, and by the nature and 
ficuation of the country itfelf, which lies be- 
tween the eleventh and fifteenth degrees of 
northern latitude, under a ferene ky, and ex- 
poled to the moft favourable influence of the 
tun ; it is enclofed on one fide by vaft Spier} 

ani 
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and deferts, and defended on the other by 4 
tempeftnous fea, fo that it feems to have been 
defigned by Providence for the moft fecure, as 
well as the moft beautiful, region of the Eait *. 


Its principal cities are Sanaa, ufually confidered 
as its metropolis ; Zebfd, a commercial town, 
that lies in a large plain near the fea of Omman; 
and Aden, furscunded with pleafant gardens and 
woods, which is fituated eleven degrees from 
the Equator, and feventy-fix from the Fortunate 
Tflands, or Canaries, where the geographers of 
fa fix their firft meridian. It is obfervable 

it Aden, in the Eaftern dialects, is precifely the 
fame word with Eden, which we apply to the 
garden of paradife: it has two fenfes, accordin 
to a flight difference in its pronunciation ; its fr 
meaning is a fettled abode, its fecond, delight, 
Sofinefi, or frome ity: the word Eden kad, 
probably, one of fenfes in the facred text, 
though we nfe it as a proper name. We may 
alfo obferve in this place that Yemen itfelf takes 
its name from a word, which fignifics verdure, 
and felicity; for in thofe fultry climates, the 
frethnefs of the fhade, and the coolnefs of water, 


* Tam at a lof to conceive, what induced the iuftrious 
Prince Castemir to contend, that Yemes is properly a part of 
4s dia; for, not to mention Ptolemy, and the other ancients, 
who confidered it as a province of 4radse, nor to infift on the 
Tan, of the country, whichis pure Arabict, it is defcri- 

the Afaticks themfelves as a large divifion of that 
panini, which they call Fexeiraru! Arab; and there is no 
more reafon for ennexing itto India, becaale the fea, which 
wathes one fide of it, i looked upon by fome writers as 
belonging to the great Jedian ocean, than there would be fer 
annexing it to Perfig, becaufcit is bounded on another fide by 
the Porfan gutt, 
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are ideas almoft infeparable from that of happi- 
nefs ; and this may be a reafon why moft of the 
Oriental nations agree in a tradition concernin; 
a delightful fpot, where the firft inhabitants of 
the earth were placed before their fall. The 
ancients, who gave the name of Eudaimon, or 
Happy, to this country, either meaned to tranflate 
the word Yemen, or, more probably, only alluded 
to the valuable fpice-trees, and ballamick plants, 
that grow in it, and, without {peaking poetically, 
give a real perfume to the air*: now itis certain 
that all poety Teccives a very confide:able or- 
nament from the beauty of natural images; as the 
rofes of Sharon, the verdure of Carme/, the vines 
of Engaddi, and the dew of Hermon, are the four- 
ces of many pleafing metaphors and compariions 
in the facred poetry: thus the odours of Yemen, 
the mufk of Hdramut, and the pearls of Omman, 
fupply the Arabian pocts with a great variety of 

lufions ; and, if the remark of Hermogenes be 
juft, that whatever is delightful to the jenfes pro- 
duces the Beautiful when it is defcribed, where 
can we find fo much beauty as in the Eujiern 
pocms, which turn chiefly upon the lovelieit ob- 
jeéts in nature? 


To purfue this topick yet farther : it is an ob- 
fervation of Demetrius of Phalera, in his elegant 
treatife upon ftyle, that it is not cafy to write 
on agreeable fubjetts in a difagreeable manner, 
and that beautiful expreffons naturally rife with 


© ‘The writer of an old hiftory of the Turk> Empire fays, 
«© The air of Egypt fometims ta fusunur is ike any foveet pr 
« fume, and alnoft fufecater the fpirits, canfed by the und 
«© thas brings tha adeurs of the Arabian forces.” 
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beautiful images ; for which reafon, fays he, no 
thing can be more pleafiag than Sappho's poetry, 
which contains the defeription of gardens, and ban- 
quets, flowers and fruits, fountains and meadows, 
nightingales and turtle-doves, loves and graces: 
thus, when fhe fpeaks of a fream foftly serra 
among the branches, and the Zephyrs playing throug! 

the leaves, with a found, that brings on a quet 
fumber, her lines ow without labour as fmoothly 
as the rivulet the defcribes. I may have altered 
the words of Demetrius, as 1 quote them by 
memory, but this is the general fenfe of his 
remark, which, if it be not rather fpecious than 
juft, muft induce us to think, that the poets of 
the Eaf# may vie with thofe of Europe in the 
graces of their didtion, as well as in the livelinefs 
of their images : but we muft not believe that the 
Arabian poetry can pleafe only by its deferij 

tions of beauty; fince the gloomy and terrible 
objects, which produce the /zblime, when thty 
are aptly defcribed, are no where more common 
than in the Defert and Stony Arabia’s; and, indeed, 
we fee nothing fo frequently painted by the 
poets of thofe countries, as wolves and lions, 
Pprecipices and forefts, rocks and wildernefles. 


If we allow the natural objects, with which 
the Arabs are perpetually converfant, to be fib» 
time, atid beautiful, our-next ftep muft be, to 
confefs that their comparifons, metaphors, and 
allegories are fo likewife; for an allegory is a 
ftring of metaphors, a metaphor is 2 thort fimile, 
and the fineft fimiles are drawn from natural 
objeds. It is true that many of the Eafern 
figures are common to other nations, but fome 

them receive a iety from the manners 
. of the drabiags, w! in the plains and 

woods, 
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xwoods, which would be loft, if they came from 
the inhabitants of cittes: thus the dew of lide 
ri fis and the adeur of reputation, are metaphors 
ufed by moft people; but they are wonderfulh 
proper in the mouths of thofe, who have 
much need of being refrethed by the dews, and 
who gratify their fenfe of fmelling with the 
fwectef odours in the world. Again; it is very 
ufual in all countries, to make frequent allufions 
.to the brightnefs of the celeftial luminaries, 
which gre ther light to all; but the metaphors 
taken them have an additional beauty, if 
we confider them as made by a nation, who pafs 
moft of their'nights in the open air, or in tents, 
and confequentiy iec the moon and ftars in their 
greateft {plendour. This way of confidering 
their poetical figures will give many of them a 
grace, which they would not have in our lan- 
ages : fo, when they compare the foreheads of 
their miftreffes to the morning, their locks ta the night, 
their faces to the fun, to the moon, or the bloffems of 
jafmine, their cheeks to rofes or ripe fruit, their teeth 
to pearls, hail-flones, and fnow-dreps, their eyes to 
the flowers of the narciffus, their curled hair te 
black feorpions, and to hyacinths, their lips to rubies 
or wine, the form of their breafts to pomegranates, 
and the colour of them to fuow, their fhape to that 
of a pine-tree, and their flature to that fa eyprefi, 
@ palm-tree, or a javelin, &'c.* thefe companions, 
kc PoE oi as A is ee er ES 


© See Noweiri, cited by the@very learned Reifir, 
SUL pyrlly clually caese’t Iyents 
Syosll yanks ly Govtlls arylly 
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many of which would fecm forced in our idioms, 
have undoubtedly a great delicacy in theirs, and 
affect their minds in a pcculfar manner ; yet upon 
the whole their fimniles are very juft and ftriking, 
as that of the blue eyes of a fine woman, bathed in 
tears, to violets dropping with dew*, and that of 
awarriour, advangng at the head of bis army, to 
an eagle failing through the air, and piercing the 
clouds with bis wings. 


Thefe are not the only advantages, which the 
natives of Arabie enjoy above the inhabitants of 
aint other countrics: they preferve to this day 
the manners and cuftoms of their anceftors, who, 
hs their own account, were fettled in the province 
of Pax above three thoufand years ago; they 
have never been wholly fubdued by any nation; 
and though the admiral of Selim the Firft made a 
defcent on their coaft, and exacted a tribute 
from the people of Aden, yet the Arabians only 
keep up 2 thow of allegiance to the Sultan, and 
act, on every important occafion, in open de- 
fiance of his power, relying on the fwiftnefs of 
thcir horfes, and the vaft extent of their forefts, 
in which an invading enemy muft foon perifh: 
but here I muft be underftood to fpeak of thofe 


© Gee the Arabick Mifcellany, entitled Shecardéx, ch. 14. 
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Arabians, who, like the old Nomades, dwell con- 
ftantly in their tents, and remove from place to 
place according to the feafons ; for the inhabi- 
tants of the cities, who traflick withthe merchants 
of Europe in fpices, perfumes, and coffee, mui 
have loft a great deal of their ancient fimplicity : 
the others have, certainly, retained it; and, ex- 
cept when their tribes are engaged in war, {pend 
their days in watching their focks and camels, 
or in repeating their native fongs, which they 
pour out almoft extempore, profefiing a contempt 
for the itately pillars, and folenin buildings of the 
cities, compared with the natural charms of the 
country, and the coolnefs of their tents; thus 
they pafs their lives in the higheft pleafure, of 
which they have any conception, in the contem- 
plation of the moft deligh objects, and in the 
enjoyment of tual {pring ; for we may ap- 

ly to part of Arabia that elegant couplet of 

hile in his poem of the Summer-i/land, 


‘The gentle fpring, that but falutes us here, 
Inhabits there, and courts them all the year. 


Yet the heat of the fun, which muft be very 
intenfe in a climate fo near the Line, is tempered 
by the fhade of the trees, that overhang the 
valleys, and by a number of frefh fireams, that 
flow down the mountaigs. Hence it is; that al- 
moft all their notions of felicity are taken from 
Sepa and verdure: it is a maxim among them 
that the three moft charming objects in nature 
are, * @ green meadow, a clear rivulet, and o 





© Sce the life of Tamerlaee, publithed by Gelixt, page 299. 
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* beautiful woman, and that the view of thefe ob- 
jetis at the fame time,affords the greateft delight 


imaginable. Mabomed™ was fo well acquainted 
with the maxim of his countrymen, that he de- 
fciibed the pleafures of heaven to them, under 
the allegory of cool fountains, green bowers, and 
black-eyed girls, as the word Buri literally fig- 
nifies in Arabick ; and in the chapter of the 
Morning, towards the end of his Alcoran, he men- 
tions a len, called Irem, which is no lefs ce- 
lebrated by the Afatick poets than that of the 
Hefperides by the Greeks : it was planted, as the 
commentators fay, by a king, named Shedad, 
and was once feen by an Arabian, who wandercd 
very far into the deferts in fearch of a loft camel : 
it was, probably, a name invented by the im- 
poflor, as a type of 2 future flate of Lappinels. 
Now it is certain that the genius of every nation 
is not a little affected by their climate; for, 
whether it be that the immoderate heat difpofes 
the Eafern people to a life of indolepce, which 
gives them full leifure to cultivate their talents, 
or whether the fun has a real influence on the 
imagination (as one would fuppofe that the An- 
cicats believed, by their making Apollo the god 
ot poetr,); whatever be the caufe, it has always 
been remarked, that the Afaticks excel the inha- 
ditants of our colder regions in the livelinefs of 
their fancy, and the richneis of their invention. 


To carry this fubjedl one ftep farther: as the 
Arabians are fuch adrairers of beauty, and as they, 
enjoy fuch eafe and leifure, they mut naturally 
be fufceptible of that paffion, which is the true 
{pring and fource of agrecable poetry ; and we 
find, indeed, that ve has a ter fhare in 
their poems than any other paifion ; it feems to 

be 
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be always uppermoft in their minds, and there 
is hardly an elegy, a i or even a 
fatire, in their Jangu; which does not begin 
with the complaints of an unfortunate, or the 
exultations of a fuccefsful, lover. It fometimes 
happens, that the young men of one tribe are 
in love with the damfels of another; and, as 
the tents are frequently removed on a fudden, 
the lovers are often feparated in the progrefs of 
the courtthip ; hence almoft aj] the Arebice poems 
open in this manner; the author bewails the 
fudden departure of his miftrefs, Hinda, Maia, 
‘Zeineb, or Azza, and defcribes her beauty, com- 
paring her to a wanton fawn, that plays among 
the aromatick fhrubs; his friends endeavour to 
comfort him, but he refufes confolation ; he 
declares his refolution of vifiting hic beloved, 
though the way to her tribe lie through a dread- 
ful wildernefs, or even through a den of lions; 
here he commonly gives a defcription of the 
horfe or camel, upon which he defigns to go, 
and thence paffes, an eafy tranfition, to the 
principal fubject of his poem, whether it be the 
praife of his own tribe, or a fatire on the timi- 
dity of his friends, who refufe to attend him in 
his expedition ; though bi frequently the piece 
turns wholly upon love. But it is not fufficicnt 
that a nation have a genius for poetry, unleis 
they have the advantage of a rich and beautiful 
Jangnage, that their expreflions may be worthy 
of their fentiments , the ae have this ad- 
‘vantage alfo in a high degree: their language is 
ive, fing, Sees and the Soft co- 

pions, perhaps, in the world; for, as almoit 
tribe many words appropriated to 

fetele, the poets, for the convenience of their 
meafure, or fometimes for their Gagular bes 
3 mage 
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made ufe of them ql, and, as the poems be- 
came popular, thefe words were by degrees 
incorporated with the whole language, like a 
number of little ftreams, which meet together 
in one channel, and, forming a moft plentiful 
river, flow rapidly into the fea. 


If this way of arguing 2 priori be admitted in 
the prefent cafe, (and no fingle man has a right 
to infer the merit of the Ea/fern poetry from the 
poems themfelves, becaufe no fingle man has a 
privilege of judging for all the reft) if the fore- 
going argument have any weight, we muft con- 
clucz that the Arabians, being perpetually con- 
verfant with the moft beautiful objects, fpending 
a calm and agreeable life in a fine climate, bein; 
extremely addicted to the fotter paffions, an 
having the advantage of a language fingalarly 
adapted to poetiy, muft be naturally excclicht 
pots: provided that their manners and cuffoms 
be favourable to the cultivation of that art; 
afd that they are highly fo, it will not be dif- 
ficult to piove. 


The fondnefs of the Arabians for poetry, and 
the refpect which thcy fhow to poets, would be 
{carce believed, if we were not affured of it by 
writers of great authority: the principal occa- 
fions of rejoicing among them were formerly, 
and, very pe ly, arc to this day, the birth 
pf a boy, the foaling of a mare, the arrival of 
a gueft, and the rife of a poet in their tribe: 
when a young Arabian has compofed a good 
poem, all the neighbours pay thir complimehts 
to his family, and congratulate them upon 
having a relation capable of recording their 
pctions, and of recommending their yirtues to 

t a. * poflerity. 
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pofterity. At the beginning of the feventh 
century, the Aradick language was brought to 
a high degree of perfeGtion by a fort of poetical 
Academy, that ufed to affemble at ftated times, 
in a place called Ocadh, where every poet pro- 
duced his beft compofition, and was fure to 
meet -with the applaufe that it deferved: the 
moft ‘excellent of thefe pgems were tranfcribed 
in characters of gold upon Egyptian paper, and 
hung up in the temple, whence they were named. 
Modhabebat, or Golden, and Moallakat, or Suf- 
pended: the poems of this fort were called Caf 
feida’s or eclogues, ¥ feven of which are preferved 
in our libraries, and are confidered as the fineft 
that were written before the time of Mahomed. 
The fourth of them, compote by Lebid, is purely 
pittorsl, and extremely like the d/eais of Virgil, 
uit far more beautiful, becaufe it is more agree- 
able to nature: the poet begins with praifin; 
the charms of the fair Nowira (a word, which 
in Arabick fignifies 2 timorbus fawn) but inveighs 
againft her unkindnefS; he then interweaves a 
defcription of his young camel, which he com- 
pares for its fwiftmefs to a ftag purfued by the 
iounds ; and takes occafion afterwards to men- 
tion his own riches, accomplithments, liberality, 
and valour, his noble birth, and the glory of 
his tribe: the diétion of this poem is eafy and 


© ‘Thefe feven poems, clearly tranfcribed with explanatory 
notes, are among foroc#’s manufcripts at Oxrord, N° 164: 
the names of the feven poets are Amralteis, Tarafa, Zobeir, 
Lebid, Antara, Avru, 20d Harcth. In the fame colleéion, 
N° 174, there is amanufcript, containing above forty other 
poems, which had the honour of being fatpended in the 
temple at Mecca: this volume is an ineitimable treafure of 
ancignt Aradicd literature. 
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fimple, yet elegant, the numbers flowing and 

= and the fentiments wonderfully ea 
ral; as the learned reader will fee by the Tollow- 
ing ; paffage, which I fhall attempt to imitate in 


* verfe, that the merit of the poet may not be 


wholly loft in a verbal tranilation : 


But ah! thou know? /t not in what youthful play 
Our nights, beguil’d with pleafure, foam away 3 
Gay fongs, chéerful tales, decevv'd the time, 
And ‘ircling goblets made a tuneful chime ; 

Sweet was the draught, and fweet the blooming maid, 
Who touch’d ber Iyre beneath the fragrant foade ; 
We fied till morns jain 


wot 
The damfels fh but we again: 
The ‘cole birds, that fung fed fr eoid 
Their carly notes, were not fo blithe as we *. 


The Mabomedan writers tell a ftory of this 
poet, which deferves to be mentioned here < it 
‘was a cuftom, it feems, among the old Arabians, 


In Arabich, 
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for the moft eminent verfifiers to hang up fome 
chofen couplets on the gate of the temple, asa 
publick challenge to their brethren, who ftrove 
to anfwer them before the next meeting at 
Ocadb, at which time the whole affembly ufed 
to determine the merit of them all, and ve 
fome mark of diftinftion to the author of the 


fineft verfes. Now Lebid, who, we are told, . 


had been a violent oppofer of Mahomed, fixed a 
poem on the gate, beginning with the followin; 
diftich, in which he apparently meaned to ri 
upon the new religion; dre not all things vain, 
which come not from God? and will not all honours 
decay, but thofe, which He confers*? Thefe lines 
appeared fo fublime, that none of the poets ven- 
tured to anfwer them ; till Mahomed, who was 
himfelf 2 poet, having compofed a new chapter 
of his Alcoran (the fecond, I think) placed the 
opening of it by the fide of Lebid’s poem, who 
no fooner read it, than he declared it to be fome- 
thing divine, confeffed his own inferiority, tore 
his verfes from the gate, and embraced the re~ 
ligion of his rival; to whom he was afterwards 
extremely ufeful in replying to the fatires of 
Amralkeis, who was continually attacking the 
dodtrine of Mahomed : the Afaticks add, that their 
lawgiver acknowledged fome time after, that no 
heathen poet had ever produced a nobler diftich 
than that of Lebid juft quoted. 
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‘There are a few other collections of ancient 
Arabick poetry; but the moft famous of them 
is called Haméfa, and contains a number of 
epigrams, odes, and elegies, compofed on various 
occafions : it was compiled by bu Temam, who 
‘was an excellent poet himfelf, and ufed to fay, 
that fine fentiments delivered in profe were bike gems 
feattered at random, but that, when they were con- 
Jned in a poetical meafure, they refembled bracelets 
and ftrings of pearls *. When the religion and 
language of Mahomed were fpread over the 
greater part of Afi, and the maritime countries 
of Africa, it became a fafhion for the poets of 
Perfa, Syria, Egypt, Mauritania, and even of 
Tartary, to write in Arabjck; and the moft beau- 
tiful verfes in that idiom, compofed by the 
brighteft genius’s of thofe nations, are to be 
feen in a large mifcellany, entitled Yateima ; 
though many of their works are tranfcribed 
feparately : it will be needlefs to fay much on 
the poetry of the Syrians, Tartarians, and Afri 
cans, fince moft of the arguments, before ufed 
in favour of the Arabs, have equal weight with 
refpe& to the other Mahomedans, who have done 
little more than imitate their ftyle, and adopt 
their expreffions ; for which reafon alfo 1 thall 


© In Arabich, 
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dwell the fhorter time on the genins and man- 
ners of the Perfians, Turks, Indizns. 


2 The great empire, which we call PERSIA, 
is known to its natives by the name of Iran; 
fince the word Perfia belongs only toa particular 
province, the ancient Poof, arf is very im; 
perly applied by us to the whole kingdom : but, 
in compliance with the cuftom of our geogra- 
phers, 1 fhall give the name of Perfia to that 
celebrated country, which lies on one fide be- 
tween the Cafpian and Indian feas, and extends 
on the other the mountains of Candahar, 
or Paropamifus, to the confluence of the rivers 
Gyrus and Araxes, containing about twenty de- 
grees from fouth to north, and rather more from 
eait ta weft, 


in fo vaft a tract of land there muft needs be 
a great variety of climates: the fouthern pro- 
vinces are no lefs unhealthy and fultry, than 
thofe of the north are rude and unpleafant ; but 
in the interior parts of the empire the air is 
mild and temperate, and, from the beginning 
of May to September, there is fcarce a cloud to 
be fecn in the fky: the remarkable calmnefs of 
the fummer nights, and the wonderful fplendour 
of the moon and ftars,in that country, often 
tempt the Per/ians to fleep on the tops of their 
honfes, which are generally flat, where they can- 
not but obferve the figures of the conftellations, 
and the various appearances of the heavens; and. 
this may in fomemeafure account for theperperual 
allufions of their poets, and rhetoricians, to the 
beauty of the heavenly bodies. We are apt to 
genfure the oriental ftyle for being fo full of 
yoetaphors taken from the fun and moon: this 
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is afcribed by fome to the bad tafte of the Afia- 
ticks ; the works of the Perfians, fays M. de Vol- 
taire, are like the titles of their kings, in which 
the fun and moon are often introduced : but they do 
not reflect, that every nation has a fet of images, 
and expreffions, peculiar to itlelf, which arife 
from the difference of its ¢limate, manners, and 
hiftory. There feems to be another reafon for 
the frequent allufions of the Perfiens to the fun, 
which may, per! be traced from the old 


+ language and po religion of their cotintry : 


thus Mibriddd, or Mithridates, fignifies the gift of 
the fun, and anfwers to the Theodorus and Diodati * 
of other nations. As to the titles of the Eaffern 
monarchs, which feem, indeed, very extrava- 
gant to our cars, they are merely ‘formal, and 
no lefs void of meaning than thole of European 
Princes, in which /erenit  bighnei are often 
attributed to the moft ds low-minded, of 
men, 


The midland provinces of Perfa abound in 
oe and flowers of almoft every kind, and, 
with proper culture, might be made the cn 
of Afia: they are not watered, indeed, Frany 
confiderable river, fince the Tigris and Euphrates, 
the Cyrus and Araxes, the Oxus, and the five 
branches of the Jndus, are at the fartheit limits 
of oe kingdom ; but Riss native, who have 2 
tarn for agriculture, defect by arti- 
ficial canals, which fay temper hi dry- 
nefs of the foil; but in faying they fupply that 
defet, Iam falling into a common error, and 
reprefenting the country, not as it is at prefent, 
but as it was a century ago; for a long feries of 
civil wars and maffacres have now aaa got 
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thief beauties of Per, ripping it of its 
moft induftrious ‘cndbacinee ai ; 


The fame difference of climate, that affects 
the air and foil of this extenfive country, gives 
a variety alfo to the perfons and temper of its 
natives: in fome provinces they have dark com- 
plexions, and hacih { features; in others bys Sag 
exquifitely fair, and well made; in fome 
nervous and robuft: but the general character 
of the nation is that /oftne/s, and love of pleafure, 
that indolence, and effeminacy, which have made 
them an eafy prey to all the weftern and northern 
fwarms, that have from time to time invaded 
them. Yet they are not wholly void of martial 
Spirit ; and, if they are not naturally brave, they 
are at leaft extremely docile, and might, witl 

oper difcipline, be made excellent foldiers : 
it the greater of them, in the hort inter- 
valf of peace that se to enjoy, con- 
fantly ink into a ftate of inactivity, and pafs 
their lives in a pleafurable, yet ftudious, retire- 
ment; and this may be one reafon, why Perfia 
has produced more writers of every kind, and 
chiefly poets, than all Europe together, fince their 
way of life gives them leifure to purfue thofe 
arts, which cannot be cultivated to advantage, 
without the greateft calmnefs and ferenity, of 
mind. There is a manvicript at Oxford *, con~ 
taining the lives of an bundred and thirty-five of 
the fineft Perfian poets, moft of whom left very 
ample collections of their poems bebind them: 
but the verfifiers, and moderate poets, if Horace 





* In Hypervo Bodl. 128. Thereis a prefatory difcourfe to 
this carious work, which comprifes the lives of ten ic 


poets, will 
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will allow any fuch men to exift, are without 
number in Perfia, 


This delicacy of their lives and fentiments has 
infenfibly affected their language, and rendeied 
it the fofteit, as it is one of the richeft, in the 
world: it is not poflible to convince the reader 
of this truth, by quoting a paflage from’ a Per- 
fian poet in European charatters $ fince the {weet+ 
nefs of found cannot be determined by the fight, 
and many words, which are foft and muiical 
in the mouth of a Perfian, may appear harfh to 
our eyes, with a number of confonants and 
gutturals: it may not, however, be abfurd to 
fet down in this place, an Ode of the poct Hafez, 
pach, : t se not sper to pers the oe 
icacy of his language, will at le: ow the 
velinels of his petty Hi 

Ai bad nesimi yardari, ¥ 
Zan nefbei mufochér dart : 
Zinbar mecun diraz-defti ! 
Ba turrei 0 che ctr dari? 
Ai gul, to cujé wa ruyi zeibafo? 
O taza, wa to kharbar dari. 
Nerkes, to cujd wa chefomi mefefo? 
O ferkbofh, wa to khumér dart. 
Ai fers, to ba kaddi bulendefb, 
Der bagh che iytebén dari? 
Ai akl, to ba wujtidi ifokefo 
Der deft che ikbtiyar dari? 
Rihan, to cujd wa khatti febaefh? 
o ms Tho He a Pt 
md bures 7 s 
Gher takati yntizar dari. 


That 
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That is, word for word, O fweet gale, thax beareft 
the fragrant feent of my beloved ; thence it is that 
thou.baft this mufy cdour. Beware! do not freal : 
what baft thou to do with her trefes? O rofe, what 
art thou, to be compared with ber bright face? She 
of hg and thou art reugh with thorns. O nar- 
tiffus, what art thou in comparifon of ber languifo- 
ing eye? Her eye is only fleepy, but thou art fi and 
faint. O pine, compared with her graceful fature, 
what honour baft thou in the garden? O wifdom, 
what would? thou choofe, if to choofe were in t. 
power, in preference to her love? O fuceet bof, 
whut art thou, to be compared with ber frefo checks? 
They, are fed mfe, but thou art foon withered. 
Come, my belived, and charm Hafex with thy prea 
fence, # thou canft but flay with bim for a "hale 
day. This little fong is not unlike a fonnet 
afcribed to Shakefpcare, which deferves to be 
cited here, as a proof that the Eaftern imagery 
is not fo different from the European as we are 
apt to imagine. 


The forward violet this did I chide: 

“ Sweet thief! whence didft thou fal thy freet 
« that fuels, 

“ Uf not from my love's breath? The purple pride, 

‘ Which on thy feft cheek for complexion dowels, 

In my love's veins thou haf? too grofily dyed” 

The lily T condemned for thy kand, ; 

And buds of marjoram bad flol’n thy bair 5 

The rofes fearfully on thoras did land, — 

One blufbing foame, ancther white defpair ; 

‘A third, ner red, nor white had fual'n of both, 

dnd to bis robb’ry bad annex'd thy breath ; 

But for bs they in pride ofall is growth, 

A vengeful canker eat him up to deatd. 
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More flow'rs I noted, yet I none could fee, 
But feent or colour it bad frol’n from thee. 
Shakefpeare’s Poems, p. 207. 


‘The Perfian ftyle is faid to be ridiculouil 
bombaft, and this fault is imputed to the flavi 
fpirit of the nation, which is ever apt to mag- 
nify the objects that are placed above it: there 
are bad writers, to be fure, in every country, 
and as many in Afa as elfewhere; but if we 
take the pains to learn the Perfian language, we 
fhall find that thofe authors, who are generally 
efteemed in Perfia, are neither lavith in their 
fentiments, nor ridiculous in their expreffions : 
of which the following paffage in a nioral work 
of Sadi, entitled Beftdn, or, The Garden, will be 
a fafficient proof. £ have heard that king Nufbir- 
wan, juft before bis death, fpoke thus to bis fon 
Hormuz : Be a guardian, my fon, to the poor and 
helplefs ; and be not confined in the chains of th 
ewn indolence. No one can be at eafe in thy domi- 
nion, while thou feckeft only thy private reft, and 
Saye, It is hb. A wife man will not approve 
the Stepherd, who fleeps, while the wolf is in the 
Sold. Go, my fon, bpd thy weak and indigent 
people ; fince t rug them is a king raifed to the 
diadem. The people are the root, and the king is 
the tree that grows from it; and the tree, O my fon, 
derives its Prength from the root *, 
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Are thefe mean fentiments, delivered in \ 
pous language? Are they not rather worthy of 
our moft fpirited writers? And do they not 
convey 4 fine leffon for a young king? Yet Sadi’s 
poems are highly efteemed at Conftantinople, and 
at [paban ; tl ough, acentury or two ago, they 
would have been fuppreffed in Europe, for fpread- 
ing with too ftrong a glare the light of liberty 
and reafon. 


As to the great Epick poem of Ferdufi, which 
was compofed in the tenth century, it would 
require a very long treatife, to explai all its 
beauties with a minute exacinefs. The whole 
colle@jon of that povt’s works is called Siah- 
néma,'and contains the hiftory of Perfa, from 
he cutee fme ty the inv: a bed toed 

a feries of very noble pocms ; the longeft and 
moft regular of which ig an heroick poem of 
one great and intcrefing action, namely, the 
delivery of Petia by Cyrus from the oppreffions 
of Afiafiad, kia, of the Tranfoxan Tartary, who 


oe 37 DLd out dulalas 

mg Pl ctu beled ge 
ins LIS EGOHy Ould 

Odin Sd I AE Whi 
id ges Ge ol ay 
loa dg Cus jt ols 07 
FayO (slug nck? ge ney 
ae sly par Ol ayo ; 
= being 


149 


148 


As ESSAY on tue POETRY 


being aflifted by the empcrours of India and 
China, together with all the demons, giants, and 
enchanters of Afia, had carried his conquefts 
very far, and become exceedingly formidable to 
the Perfians. This poem is longer than the liad; 
the charaters in it are various and ftriking; the 
figures bold and animated ; and the dition 

where fonorous, yet noble; polifhed, yet 
full of fire. A great profufion of learning has 
been thrown away by fome criticks, in com- 
paring Homer with the heroick poets, who have 
fucceeded him ; but it requires very little judg- 
ment to fee, that no fucceeding poet whatever 
can with any propriety be compared with Ho- 
mer : that great father of the Grecian poetry and 
literature, had a genius too fruitful anf com- 
prehenfive to let any of the ftrihing parts of 
nature efcape his obfervation ; and the poets, 
who have followed him, have donc littl: more 
than tranfcribe his images, and give a new drefs 
to his thonghts. Whatever elegance and re- 
finements, therefore, may have becn introduced 
into the works of the moderns, the fpirit and 
invention of Hcmer have cver continued without 
arival: for which reafons I am far from pre- 
tending to affert that the poet of Perfia is equal 
to that of Greece; but there is certainly a very 
great refemblance between the works of thofe 
extraordinary men: both drew thcir images 
from nature herfelf, without catching them only 
by ‘reflection, and painting, in the manner of 
the modern poets, the likene/s of a likenefs; and 
both pofleffed, in an eminent degree, that rich 
and creative invention, which is the very foul of 
poctry, 


As 


of rat EASTERN NATIONS. 


As the Perfians borrowed their poetical mea- 
fares, and the forms of their poems from the 
Arabians, fo the TURKS, when they had carried 
their arms into Miepecanie and Affria, took 
their numbers and their tafte for poetry from 
the Perfians ; 


Gracia capta ferum vidtorem cepit, et artes 
Tntulit agiefti Latio. 


In the fame manner as the Greek compofitions 
were the models of all the Roman writers, fo 
were thofe of Perfa imitated by the Turks, who 
confiderably polifhed and enriched their lan- 
guage, naturally barren, by the number of fimple 
and compound words, which they adopted from 
the Perfian and Arabick. Lady Wortley Montague 
very juftly obferves, that we want thofe compound 
wortls, sehich are very frequent and firong in the 
Turkish language; but her interpreters led her 
into a miftake in explaining one of them, which 
the tranflates flag-eyed, and thinks a very lively 
image of the fire and indifference in the eyes of the 
royal bride: now it never entered into the mind 
of an Afatick to compare his miftrefs’s eyes to 
thofe of a ftag, or to give an image of their fre 
and indifference; the Turks racan to exprefs that 
Sullnefi, and, at the fame time, that foft and lan- 
guifbing lufire, which is ‘peculiar to the eyes of 
their beautiful women, and which by 10 means 
refembles the unpleafing’ wildnefs in thofe of a 
flag. The original epithet, I fuppofe, was * Aba 
chefom, or, with the eyes of a young foun: ney 

2 











* This epithet feems to anfwer to the Greek inmiiziy 
which our giammatians properly interpret Que mgris od 
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Itake the 44 to be the fame animal with the 

Gazi of the Arabians, and the Zab: of the He- 

brews, to which their poets allude in almoft 

every page. I have feen one of thefe animals ; 

it is a kind of antelope, exquifitely beautiful, 

with eyes uncommonly black and large. This 

is the fame fort of roc, to which Solomon alludes 

«in this delicate fimile: Thy tee brea/ts are like two 

. pang roes, that are twins, which play among the 
1125 


Avery polite fcholar, who has lately tranflated 
fixteen Odes of Hafiz, with learned illuftrations, 
blames the Turkifh pocts for copying the Perfans 
too fervilely : but, furely, they are not more 
blameable than Horace, who not only imitated 
the meafures and expreflions of the Greeks, but 
even tranflated, almoft word for word, the 
brighteft pafiages of Aiaus, Anacreon, and otters; * 
he took lefs from Pindar than from the reft, be- 
caufe the wildnefs of his numbers, and the obicu- 
rity of his allufions, were by no means fuitable to 
the genius of the Latin language: and this may, 
perhaps, explain his ode to Julius Antonius, who 
might have advifed him to ufe more of Pindai’s 
manner in celebrating the viclories of Augu/tus. 
Whatever we may think of this objection, it is 
certain that the Yurkife empire has produced a 

at number of poets; fome of whom had no 
al merit in their way: the ingenious author 
juft mentioned aff me, that the Zurkifh fa- 
fires of Rubi Bagdad: were very forcible and 





aecora of et 2 if it were itted to make any inno- 

Sided in Pietiape wn might exprefs the Vurkips 

adjedtive by the word opuam;, which would, 1 dare fay, 

have fornded agreaably to the Greeis themifelyes, 
‘ 


.  ftriking, 
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firiking, and he mentioned the opening of one 
of them, which feemed not unlike the manner 
of Juvenal. At the beginning of the laf cen- 
tury, 2 work was publithed at Con/tantinople, 
containing the fineft verfes of five hundred and 
Sorty-nine Turkifo poets, which proves at leaft that 
they are fingularly fond of this art, whatever 
may be our opinion of their fuccefs in it. 


The defcendants of Tamerlane carried into 
India the language aad postry of the Perfians ; 
and the Jivlien povts to this day compofe their 
verfcs in imitation of them. ‘The beft of their 
works, that have paffed through my hands, are 
thofe of Hzein, who lived fome years ago at 
Bendres, with a great reputation fer his parts 
and leatning, and was known to the Englifp, 
who refided there, by the name of the Philsf:pher. 
His poems are elegant and lively, and one of 
them, on the departure of Lis fiends, would fuit 
our language admirably well, but is too long to 
be inferted in this clay. ‘The Indians are foft 
and voluptuous, but artful and infincere, at leaft 
to the Europeans, whom, to fay the trath, they 
have had no great reafon of late years to admire 
for the oppolite virtues: but they are ford of 
poctry, which they Icarned from the Perfians, 
and may, perhaps, before the clofe of the ccn- 
tury, be as fond of a more formidable art, which 
they will learn from thé English. 


I muft requett, that, fn beftowing thefe praifes 
on the writings of 4fu, I may not be thought 
to derogate from merit of the Greek and 
Latin poems, which have juftly been admired 
in every age; yct I cannot but think that our 
European poetry has fubfifted too long on the 

L3 perpetual 
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perpetual repetition of the fame images, and 
inceflant allutons to the fame fables : and it has 
been my endeavour for feveral years to inculcate 
this truth, that, if the principal writings of the 
Afiaticks, which are repofited in our publick 
libraries, were printed with the ufual advantage 
of notes and illuftrations, and if the languages 
of the Eafern nations were ftudied in oir great 
“feminaries of learning, where every other branch 
of ufefal koowietae is taught to perfection, 2 
new and ample field would be opencd for fpe- 
culation ; we fhould have a more extenfive in- 
fight into the hiftory of the human mind; we 
thould be furnifhed with a new fet of images 
and fimilitudes ; and a number of excellent com- 
pofitions would be brought to light, which fu- 
ture fcholars might explain, and future poets 
might imitate. 


Adver« 


Advertifement, 


T HE greateft part of the follosving Piece was 

defgned to be ad-ed to 2 Grammar of the 
Perfian langu.ge, which was printed ia 1771 5 
but, as it wes prevented from feang the light at 
thit time, rt ts kere inferted, after the diftourfe 
on Eapern Pcetry, to comp'ete this Mifeellany of 
Pertian Literature, 22 m’ght eufil, bave been 
felled" into a larger treatife, by adding more 
esprous extr aks from the Perlian wi iters, bob in 

« profe ard werfe; but, as the chenge of flyle ma 

+ be feen as well in ten lines as in a thoufand, it 
Seemed equally ufeful cad | fy oflentatious, to ex- 
bibst only a few chajen fpecimens from tle bef 
authors, and chiefly from th: Poets, who, in all 
nations, have taten the greateft pains ta Larmonize 
and improve their language. 


THE 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


PERSIAN LANGUAGE, 


OST of m; readers will apprehend, that, 
in attempting to trace the progre!s of 
the Perfian languege, through a period 







of two thoufand years, Tam ent! inva 2 fub- 
je&t, which will afford them au .fement 


nor inftrudion, and can be €abte cooly to 
thofe few men, who apply themiel. <5 rhe ob- 
fettrer branches of literature, and have very little 
intercourfe with the reil of mankind. The title 
of my piece feems, indeed, to give a rcafonable 
ground for their apprehenfions ; and the tranfi- 
tion appears rather abrupt, from the hiftory of 
Monarchs to t’e Lifry of mere words, and from 
the revolutions ot the Perfian Empire to the 
variations of the Perfian idicm : but it fhall be my 
endeavour to remove, as far as poflible, the dry- 
nefs of the fubject, by interfperfing the narrative 
with 2 variety of Ealtérn anecdotes ; and, as to 
the fecond objection, it may be alledged, that 
@ confiderable change in*the language of any nation 
is ufially effedted by a change im the government 5 
fo that ‘literary and civil lyftory are very nearly 
allied, and may often be ufed with advantage to 
Prove and illufrate one another. 
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The Hiftory of the Perfian tongue may be 
divided into four periods, like that ofthe Empire; 
not that the language was immediately altered 
upon every revolution of the ftate, but it is ob- 
fervable, that, under each Dynafty of which we 
have any monoments remaining, there was an 
apparent change in the dialect of the kingdom, 
efpecially under the two laft, namely, the Safi- 
nian and Mobammedan dynaftics: and thetc, in- 
deed, are the only penods, of which we can 
{peak with any degice of certainty. 


Te is natural to fuppofe, that, in the infancy 
of the Pecian Empire, under Critimaras and his 
defendants, no great pains were takea to cul: 
vate ard polifh the language, which in that rude 
age mutt necds be thought fuflicicntly elegant, 
if it were fufficiently clear and intelligible ; and 
we are affured by Herodotus, that, cven after 
the reign of CYRUS, the whole education of 
the Perfian youth, from the aze of five years to 
twenty, confified in three puints cnly, riding, 
throwing the javelin, and the practice of moral 
virtue ; which account is alfo confirmed by 
Xenophon. The ftory mentioned by Diodorus of 
the old volumes of parchment, on which the Perfians 
were obliged by a certain law to write the annals of 
their country, was probably invented by Crefas, 
that he might give an air of authenticity to 
his impertinent fables; for fuch literary impof- 
tures were as frequent among the Greeks, as 
among us, who imitate the Ancicnts in nothing 
but their failings. We arc far from contending, 
however, that the ancient Perfians, efpecially 
thofe of the fecond period, were entire ftrangers ta 
the art of compofition either in verfe or profe 3 
for there never was a nation fo rude and un- 


polithed, 


tee PERSIAN LANGUAGE, 155 


polithed, who had not a cuftom of celebrating 
the noble atts of their anceftors, and inciting one 
another by fangs and panegyricks to an imitation of 
their virtue ; and Strabo, 2 very different author 
from Diodorus, afferts, that the Perfians ufed 
Srequently to fing the praifes of their ancient Heroes 
and Demigods, fometimes with a mufical inftrument, 
and fometimes with the voice alone : but what their 
Janguage really was, what were their rules of 
veriification, or what was the courfe of their 
ftudies, no mortal can pretend to know with 
any fhadow of exaénefs, 

‘The Greek Liiftorians can give us no light on 
this fubjeét ; for neither Themifecles, who {poke 
the diglect of Pevfu bike a native, thongh he had 
Spent only one year in learning it *, nor even 
Aeneplon, whofe inimacy with the younger Cyrus 
could act have been contracted without a know- 
Kdge of his language, feem to have read the 
works of the Perfiens, or even to have known 
their characters ; but were perhaps contented to 
expret their sentiments in Perfun with eafe and 
fluency. Nor are we much enlightened by the 
writers after dlexander; not even by thoie, who 
have dercribed the life of that Hero: for Cur- 
tivs, who compiled his rhetorical Hiftory from 
the Greek authors, {cems to have known as little 
of Perfiun as of Scvthjan, though he drefies uy 
2 number of fpeeches for the chiefs of thol 
nations, which certaiply were never fpoken by 
them. A few words, indeed, are here and there 






* Themificks omoe illud tempus {anni unics fpatiom) 
Titeris fermonique Perferum dedit, quibus aded eruditus eft, 
ut mult} commodiiss dicatur apud Regem verba feciffe, quam 
Bi poterant, quiin Prcfdeerant nati, Core, Nop. in Themift. 

inter- 


Tart HISTORY or 


interfperfed in thefe hiftorics, which are ftill 
ufed in the modern idiom of Perfia*; but we 
can no more form an idea of a whole language 
from a lift of broken phrafes or detache epi- 
thets, than we can judge of a pocm or piece of 


oratory, from an unconnected line or a fingle 
member of a period. 


Since the Greeks afford us fo little information, 
nothing remains but to confit the Perfiant 
themfelves ; and the great ‘I'rayeller Char. 
whom every Oricntalift muft always mentior 
with reverence, feems to have enquired very 
diligently into the ancient Ianguege of the 
people, among whom he rcfded fo lung, and 
whofe manners he dcfcribes with fo much co- 






* ‘Thos Roxana, Statira, Parifatis, fem to be corrupted 
from Refean (55s gy Sitira ais Parizada ad! S252 
which fignify, Splacd, a Star, Angelborn. Pafargadil, Or, 
Prince of the Bled, appears to be compounded of P.fir 

3 a Child, and ODS Goda, a Hoy”: i.e. a child of 


the Riyal Family. To Bai we may add, 1. that Art or Ard «yf 
which begins many Pafiew names, fignifies Strong; as Ar- 
defbir, Artaxerxe-, Pied ° yy! or, The firong Lion, Ardevaw 
or Ardebaw (ols) yl The frrong Guard, bec, 2. that the 
termination dater, as Mitbridates, &e. isthe Perfian dad Se) 


and anfwers to the Sup of the Greeks, 28 “Egusdug@, and 
the like. If it were poffible to recover a whole Catalogue 
of thefe old Perfan names, fach an enquiry would be little 
more than learned trifling ; for to colleé& a number of fulitary 
words, without any books which they might enable us to 
read, would be like procuring at random a multitude of keys, 
without any cafket which they might help us to unlock. 


piouinefs 
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Pioufnefs and learning : but he declares, after 
all his refearchcs, “ That the old Perfian is a 
« Janguage entirely loft; in which no books are 
* extant, and of which there are no rudiments 
“ remaining: that the Guebres, who are the 
“ remains of the Parfis, or Adorers of Fire, have 
* an idiom peculiar to themfelves; which is 
‘ fuppofed, by the Perfans in general, to be 
“ yather a jargon of their own, than a part of 
“ their ancient tongue: that, if you believe 
* their own account, the Magi, who refided at 
Tezd in Cermania, have preferved this lan- 
guage from father to fon, after the diffolution 
of their Monarchy; but that, for his part, 
he has found no reafon to give any credit to 
their ftory: that they have, indeed, fome 
books in ftrange chars@ers, but he cannot 
perfuade himfelf that they are old Perfan 
“ letters ; cfpecially, fince they bear no kind of 
« refemblarce to thofe on the famous monu- 
ments at Perfcpolis.’ The authority of this 
excellent writer is decifive, and puts an end at 
once to the controverfy lately ftarted, concern- 
ing the anthenticity of the books afcribed to 
Zorsafter, which a French adventurer, who tranf- 
lated them from the tranflation of a certain Giply 
at Swrat, has had the boldnefs to fend abroad as 
genuine: but, to aveid any fufpicion of mifre- 
prefenting the paflage, it feems neceflary to 
tranfcribe the very words of Sir John Chardin, 
which the reader may {ec at the bottom of the 
page *. From this we may reafonably conclnde, 

that 


“ 
« 


« 


« 


« 


« 


© Quand 2 ancien Perfar, Celt une langue perdué; on 
n’en trouve ni livres ni rudimens. Les Getbres, qui font les 
reftes des Pexfer oit Zzriceles,, qui fe perpetuent de pere en fils 
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that the gibberith of thofe fwarthy vagabonds, 
whom we often fee brooding over a miferable 
fire under the hedges, may as well be taken for 
old Egyptian, and the themfelves for the 
pricfs of Ifs, as the jugglers on the coaft of India 
for the difciples of Zoroafer, and their bar- 
barous dialeé for the ancient language of Perfa. 
But let the rofy-cheeked Frenchman, to give him 
his own Epithet, reft happy in the contempla- 
tion of bis perfonal beauty, and the vaft extent of 
bis learning : it is fufficient for us to have ex- 
pofed his follies, dete€ted his impofture, and 
retorted his invectives, without infulting a fallen 
adverfary, or attempting, like the Hero in Dry- 
den's Ode, to flay the flain. 


We have no genuine accounts then of the 
Perfian language till the time of the SASSA- 
NIAN kings, who flourithed from the opening ef 
the third century to the middle of the feventh; in 
which period an Academy of Phyfick was 
founded at Gandifapor, a City of Kborafan, and, 
as it gradually declined from its original infti- 


depuis ia deftroftion de leur Monarchie, ont un Idiome par- 
tivulier maison le croit plitét a jergor que leur ancienne 
langue. Us difent que les Prétres, qui fe tiennent a Yrxd, 
fe de la Caramaxit, qui eft pur Pirée et leur principale 
place, fe font tranfmis cette langue jufgu’ ici par tradition, 
et de main en main; mais quelque recherche que j’en aie 
fait, je n’ai rien trouvé, qui me pit perfuader cela, Ces 
Guebres ont & la verité des livres en caraGeres et cn mots 
inconnus, dont les figures tirent affez far celles des langues, 
qui nous font le plus connaés; mais je ne fanrois croire gue 
€e foit 1a Vancien Perfan, d’autant plus que le caradére, 
dont j’ai. parl2, eft entiérement different de celui des in- 
fcriptions de Perfegelis, Je donnerai des eyper de V’un et de 
Vavtre carattere, dans 1a defcription du fameux monument 

qui refte en ce liga-la. Caanpinx, Tom. V. Chap. III. 
tution, 
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tution, it became a fchool of poetry, rhetorick, 
dialectick, and the abftiad&t fciences. In this 
excellent feminary the Perfian tongue could not 
fail of being greatly refined, and the rufticity 
of the old idiom was fucceeded by a pure and 
elegant diale€t ; which, being conftantly fpoken 
at the court of Bebardm Gir in the year 351, 
acquired the name of Deri, or, Courtly, to dif- 
tinguith it from the Pedlevi, or, Language of the 
Country. 


Tt muft not, however, be imagined, that the 
ufe of the ancient dialect was wholly fuperfeded 
by this more polifhed idiom ; for fevcral com- 
pofitions in Peblewi were extant cven after Mu- 
homed, which appcar to have been written by 
order of the Saffanian Princes. Anufbirvan, far- 
named The Fu/?, who reigned at the clofe of the 

ofixth century, having from fome travellers, 
that the Indian Monarchs had a collection of nioral 
fables, which they preferved with great care 
among their archives, fent his chief Phyfician 
Barzuieh into India, with orders to make him- 
felf mafter of the Sanfcrit language, and not to 
return without a tranilation of thofe fables. 
Thefe orders were punctually executed; Bar- 
zuieh learned the Indian tongue, and, having at 
a great expence procured a copy of the book, 
tranflated it into the Pebkvian dialet: about an 
hundred and forty years after, his work was 
turned from ‘Pehlevi into Arabick, by order of 
Almanfur, fecond Calif of the Abbafides; and 
this is the volume which we fee in every lan- 
guage of Europe, under the name of Calila wa 
Demna, or, The fables of Pilpay- There is a fine 
copy of the Arabick verfion in the publick library 
at Oxford 3 and if the work of Barzuich could 
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be found, we, fhould be enabled to recover 2 
confiderable of the old Perfian language ; 
the fame, perhaps, which was fpoken in the fecond 


period by Themiftocles and Xenophon. 


Tn the reign of Anufbirvén, who proteéted the 
arts and fciences in his own dominions, MAHO- 
MED was borns who, by the force of his Elo- 
quence, and the fuccefs of his Arms, eftablifhed 
a mighty Empire, and fpread his new religion 
from the wilds of Arabiz, to the mountains of 
‘Tartary and the banks of the Ganges : but, what 
belongs more particularly to the firbjec of this 
difcourfe, he polifbed the language of his country, 
and brought it to 2 degree of purity and cle- 

ce, which no Arabian writer fince ‘his time 

as been able to furpafs. The battle of Cadefia 
in the year 656 gave the laft blow to the Pecfan 
Monarchy ; and the whole E.apire of Iranwas* 
foon reduced under the power of the firft Ma- 
hamedan Dynafty, who fixed the feat of their 
government in Bagdad, where the Arabick lan- 
guage was {poken, for many ages, in its utmoft 
perfection: but the ancient literature of Perfia, 
which had been promoted by the family of Safan, 
was exprefsly difcouraged by the immediate fuc- 
ceffors of Mahomed, for a reafon, which it is 


proper to explain. 


At the time when the Alcoran was firt pub- 
Tifhed in Arabia, a merchant, who had lately 
returned from a long journey, brought with him 
fome Perfien romances, which he interpreted to 
his countrymen, who were extremely delighted 
with bepeoy ufed to fay openly, that fhe 

ries of griffons and giants were more amufing to 
os ae the moral leffins of Mabomed : ant of 

46 «. a chapter 
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a chapter in the Alcarap was immediately written, 
to ftop the progrefs of thefe opinions ; the mer- 
chant was feverely reprimanded ; his tales were 
treated as pernicious fables, hateful to God and 
bis prophet ; 2nd Omar, from the fame motive of 
policy, determined to deftroy all the foreign 
books which fhould fall into his hands. Thus 
the idle loquacity of an Jrabian traveller, by 
fetting his legends in competition with the pre- 
cepts of a powerful Lawgiver, was the caufe of 
that enth in the "Nabonedans, which in- 
duced them to burn the famous library of Alex 
andria, and the records of the Perfian Empire. 


Qne book, however, befides the fables of Pil- 
fa efcaped the fury of thefe unmerciful zea- 
lots : it was an Hiffory of Perfia in the Pehlevian 
dialeét, extracted from the Sefanian annals, and 
spmpoted, it is believed, by the command of 
Anufbirvan. Saad, one of Omar's Generals, found 
this volume, after the victory at Cadefia, and 
preferved it for himfelf as a curiofity : it paffed 
afterwards through feveral hands, and was at 
length tranflated into fome other languages of 
Mfia*. 


It was a Jong time before the native Perfians 
could recover from the fhock of this violent 
revolution ; and their Janguage feems to have 
been very little cultivated the Califs, who 

ve greater encouragement to the literature of 
the Arabians: but, when the power of the Ab- 
bafides began to decline, and a number of inde« 


© ‘This Rory is mentioned in the life of the Poct Firdyf, 
prefixed to an edition of his works. 
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pendent Princes arofe in the different provinces 
of their empire, the arts of elegance, and chiefly 
Poetry, revived in Perfia, and there was hardly 
a Prince, or Governor of a city, who had not 
feveral pocts and men of letters in his train. 
The Perfian tongue was confequently reftored in 
the tenth century; but it was very different from 
the Deri or Peblevi of the Ancients: it was 
mixed with the words of the Aicoran, and with 
expreffions from the Arabian Poets, whom the 
Perfians confidered as their mafters, and affected 
to imitate in their poetical meafures, and the 
turn of their verfes. 


That the learned reader may have a juft no- 
tion of this mw idiom, it feems neceffary, firft 
to produce a fpecimen of pure Arabick, and, after- 
wards, of the puref# Perfian that can be found ; 
by which means he will form a more accurate 
judgement of the modern Perfick, in which bothr 

ruages are perfectly incorporated. 


The following Ode was written by a native 
of Damafcus : it contains a lively defcription of 
an Eaftern Banquet; and moft of the couplets 
are highly elegant in the original. z 

dios eg ad be Cater 
wo 5p Ad Legs ado Dy 
WAT cnet, Slit Cpa 

LT ore Cop! ha (II Me 

Ea poely gees teal ae 
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way Side tm ea! 
that is; “ We have a uet, inte which 
« forrow an ates ae io iene 

“ . ies eve 

ces mad Rc, teh eck the joya of 


% life, cannot rife beyond it. A fprightly Song 
M2 « gives 
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« gives more pleafure to youth than Riches ¥ : 
here the ftream of life is unfullied, and all 
our cares are difperfed. Here the mildnefs 
of our gentle darling gives eafe to our love ; 
and here the timid dervife becomes an Apof- 
“ tate from his faith. We have a bower, on 
which the dew-drops {parkle; and in which 
the breeze becomes fcented with the fragrance 
«© of mufk. You fec the various bloffoms, which 
refemble ftars blazing and glittering in the 
firmament. Here the wonderful bcautics of 
* the flowers, among which are the narciffus 
«and the violet, bring the fair objects of my 
love to my remembrance. You would thin! 

you faw mv beloved looking mildly on you 
with her ait, tender, languifhing eye: a 


“ nymph, in whom cvery charm and every per- 
- fection is colleéted 5 whofe curled locke tan 


“ always dangling, black as the fcorpion, cr 


“ the mace of ebony (with which the Afiaticks 


 firtke an ivory ball in cne of their favourite plays,) 


“© the Pomegranate brings to my mind the blufhes 


‘© of my beloved, when her cheeks are coloured 
“ with a modeft refentment. Our cups are fuch 
«* as our fouls defire; they fecm, to be filled 
“ with the ftreams of friendfhip and cheerful- 
“ nef. The goblets and vafcs of China appear 
* to my fight, like the ftars uf heaven fhining 
in the Zatiack.”” 

I might here have {elected a more ancient 
example of Arabick, either frum the poets before 
Mahomed, or from the illuftrious déu Temém, 


* The fame word Ghana in Arabick fignifies both Singing 
and Wealth. 


who 
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who fourifhed in the ninth century * ; but the 
language has remained unaltered from the earliett 
antiquity to the prefent time, and it would not 
have been eafy, without a number of notes, to 
have made an ancient Ode intelligible in a literal 
tranflation. 


The oldeft Perfian poems, which have come 
to my knowledge, are thofe of FERDUSI, of 
which it will not be improper to give a fhort 
aecount, as far as they relate to my prefent fub- 
ject. 


the cleventh centuries, Mahmud ed in the 
city of Gazna; he was fupreme ruler of Zable- 
Rr, and part of Ahorafan, and had penetrated 
very far into Jndia, where by this time the reli- 
pion and language of the Arabs and Perfans had 
egun to prevail. Several poets were enter- 
tained in the palace of this Monarch, amon; 
whom was FERDUSI, a native of Tus or Mefhed. 
‘Vhis mof learned man, happening to find a copy 
of the old Pe fian Hifory above-mentioned, read 
it with cagernels, and found it involved in fables, 
but bearing the marks of high antiquity: the 
moft ancient part of it, and principally the war 
of dfrafiab and K/nfiu, pr Cyrus, fecmed to afford 
an excellent fubject for an Hercick Poem, which 


At the clofe of the tenth, i i is of 


© Abu Tunam publithed an excellent Antbolgia of Arabick 
verfes, entitled Hamdja, of which he gave a copy to an 
Abuick Prince, who preiented him in rerarm with fur houfand 
pueces of gold, and made him at the fame time this elegant 
compliment, US x5 ie) yen il My prefeat is life 
valualls thas thy joer. 
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he accordingly began to compoie. Some of his 
-epifodes and pe otions were fhown to the Sul- 
tan, who commended them exceedin ly, and 
ordered him to comprife the whole Fivfo of 
Perfia in a feries of Epick poems. The poet ubey- 
ed; and, after the happieft exertion of his fancy 
and art for near thirty years, he finifhed his 
work, which contained fixty thoufand couplets 
in rhyme, all highly polithed, with the {pinit of 
our Dryden and the fweetnefs of Pope. He 
prefented an int tranfcript of his book to 
Mahmud, who coldly applauded Ais difigence, and 
difmiffed him. Many months elapfed, and Fer- 
duff beard gg more of his work: he then took 
occafion tdabajnd the King of it by fome little 
epigrams, which he contrived to let fallin the 
palace; but, where an Epick poem had tail 
what effect could be expected from an Epigrant? 
Atlength the rewarl came ; which confilted orfly 
of as inany fimall pieces of moncy, as there were 
couplets inthevolume. The high-minded Poct 
could not brook this infult: he retired to his 
clufet with bitternefs in his heart: where he 
wrote a moft noble and animated invective 
againft the Sultan, which he fealed up, and de- 
kvered to a Courtier, who, as he had reafon to 
fufpett, was his greateft enemy, affuring him, 
that it was a diverting tale, and requeiting him 
to give it to Mahmud, when any affair of /tate or 
bad fuccefi in war fosuld make him more uneafy and 
fplenetick than ufual *, Having thus given vent 
to 


, 
* See a tranilation of this Satire in 2 Treati/: o Oriental 
Poetry, added to the Life of Nader Shab in French, Vol. 11. 
page 283. This poem is not unlike the Xcigursg of Theo 
frites; who, like the impetuous Ferduf, had dared to ore 
‘ 3¢ ee me 
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to his juft indignation, he left Gazna in the 
night, and took. refuge in Bagdad, where the 
Calif protected him from the Sultan of Zableftan, 
whe demanded him in a furious and menacing 
letter. % 


‘The work of Ferduf remains entire, a glorious 
monument of Eaftern genius and learning ; 
which, if ever it fhould be generally underftnod 
in its original language, will contelt the merit 
of invention with Homer himfelf, whatever be 
thought of its fubjeCt or the arrangement of its 
incidents, An ex::.ct from this poem will ex- 
hibit a {pecimen of the Py,,iaz tongue, very 
little adulterated by a mixtuie wy ¢ frabick, 
and, in all probability, approaching nearly to 
¢ dialeé&t ufed in Perfa in the time of Mahc- 

Md, who admi-el it for its evtrene foftasft, and 
was heard to fay, thet it would be fpoken on that 
account in the gardens of Paradije. 


fa Sg ae we 
O77 SL Jd dof ol AX 





the vices cf a low-minded King. The Perfiam poet has this 
couplet in his Sutire, 


iS GUL gl ie 
4 q Oe 
oben ae 

fed whe op on > 
that is; Hud I soritten a1 many werjts ia praif' of Mahomed 
and Ali, os I have compofed for King Mahmid, thes would 
bave fowered on huideed Hefiag oer. ‘A thought like that 
of Shakeyjpeare in H'sifiy’s celebrated {peech : 

Had I hut forv'd my God swith half the seal 

I fre’d my King, be would not m mine age 

Harpe left me naked te mint enemti. Hex. VHT. 
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Me one oliul A ph 

i aes % 

im =)! ea a ra) oad 
that is; “ Seeft thou yonder plain of various 
* colours {Pet red and grey); by which the 
* heart of a valiant man may be. filled with 
* delight ? It is entirely covered with groves 
* and gardens and flowing rivulets ; it isa place 
“ belonging to the abode of Heroes. The 
* ground is perfect filk, and the air is fcented 
with mutk: you would fay, Diet rofe-water 
* which glides between the banks? The ftalk of 
Fins iy bends under the weight of the flower; 


and the whole grove is ed with the 
«, fragrance of the rofe-bufh. The pheafant walks 
“ gracefully among the flowers; the dove and 
* nightingale warble from the branches of the 
“ cyprefs. From the prefent time to the lateft 
te age, may the edge of thofe banks refemble 
¢ bowers of Paradife! There you will fee, 

« on the plains and hills, a company of damfels, 
“ beautiful as fairies, sting cheerfully on every 
“ fide. There Manizha, daughter of Afrafiab, 
* makes the whole garden blaze like the Sun. 
“« Sitara, his fecond daughter, fits exalted like 
“a Queen, encircled by her damfels, radiant 
«in glory. The lovely maid is an ornament to 
« the slains; her beauty fillies the rofe and the 
“ jafinine. With then are many Zurkifp girls, 
« ‘all with their faces veiled ; all with thear bodies 
taper as a cyprefs, and locks black as mufk ; 
all with cheeks full of rofes, with eyes full of 
«¢ flcep ; all with lips fwect as wine, and frag.ant 
a as 
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as rofe-water. If we go near to that bower, 
“ and turn afide for a fingle day, we may take 
« feveral of thofe lovely nymphs, and bring 
them to the noble Cyrus.” 


This is of a fpeech by a young amorous 
Hero, the van of fore be BR er dowd to 
repent of his adventure with the daughter of 
Afrafiab, for he, was made captive by the Turks, 
and confined in 2 difmal prifon, till he was de- 
livered by the valour of Rofam. 


OF thefe two languages was formed the mo- 
dern dialect of Perfa, which, being fpoken in 
its greateft Parity by the natives of Pars or Far- 
Aftan, acquired the name of Parfi *; though it 
is even called Deri by Hafex in the follow. 
couplet ; \ 

Wile C61 Ody 5 led Clic gm 


7 rae cps 
rey CLD GAT yg! JOS gi 


that is; “ While the nightingale, O Hafez, 
* makes a boaft of his eloquence, do thou leffen 
“ the value of his lays by finging thy Perfun 
“ (Deri) Rains.” 


Nearly in the fame sge with Ferdufi, the 
great Abul Ola, furnamed Alémi from his blind- 
nefs, publithed his excellent Odes in Arabick, in 
which he profefledly imitated the pocts be- 
fore Mabemed. This writer had fo fourithing 
areputation, that feveral Perfians of uncommon 


& ol 
govt oli os 
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genius were ambitious of learning the Art of 
Poetry from fo able an inftruétor: his mot 
iluftrious {cholars were Feleki and Kbakani *, 
who were no lefs cminent for their Perfian com- 
pofitions, than for their {kill in every branch of 
pure and mixed Mathcmaticks, and particularly 
im Aftronomy ; a ftriking proof, that a fublime 
Poet may become a matter of any kind of learn- 
ing which he chufes to profefs ; fince 2 fine ima- 
gination, a lively wit, an eafy and copious ityle, 
cannot poffibly obftrué the acquifition of any 
{cience whatever, but muft neceffarily affift him 
in his ftudies, and fhorten his laboyr. Both 
thefe poets were protected by Manucheher, Prince 
of Shirvan; but Khakini was alw&ys averfe to 
the pleafurable and diffipated life of a Court, fo 
St the Prince was obliged to detsin Lim by 
detce in his palace, and aétually confined him 
for fome time in prifon, Ick he fhould find fome 
opportunity of eicaping. 


The works of thefe authors are not very 
fcarce; but it feems needlefs to give any ex- 
traéts from them, which would {weil this dif- 
courfe to an immoderate length : it will be fuf- 
ficient to fay, that, in this and the feliswing cen- 
tury, the Perfian language became altogether 
mixed with drabick; not that the pure ftyle of 
the ancients was wholly obfolete, Lut it was the 
fathion among the Perfiass to interweave Ara~ 
bian phrafes and verfes into their poems, not by 
way of quotations, but as material parts of a 
fentence. Thus in the following diftich, 
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(spel adalby sheet ee Cheb (Sw 
SID ul 07 ae I Oat ak 5b 


The phantom of her, whofe beauty gives brightnefs 
to the foades, appeared to me at might : I wondered 
at the Hindnefs of Fortune, and fad, Whence came 
this profperity?—the firft line is pure Arabick in 
the ftyle of the ancient poets. 


‘This elegant tetraftich is of the fame kind : 
eng BFS KG Low ABE Quy 


ome 
FP a IB 9 GEE! si. 


i» 
see 530 hy oF se ot ly 
(SS Lol gs lane wl clot cous 


ils? 

In this manfion of darknefi, how long muft I fit 
expecting my beloved; one while with my finger on 
my teeth, one while with my bead bent on my knee? 

me, O fortunate cup-bearer, bring me the tidings 
of joy: who knows but my days may again be pro- 
fperous, as they were before? Where the Jaft line 
3s taken from an Ode in the Hema/fa of Abu Te- 
mdm, which begins, 


oly! ppl Uy JOS (oy ys Et 
We 
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We pardoned the fons of Dhohal, and faid, The. 


tribe are our brothers, 4 

At the opening of rhe twelfth century lived 
Anveri, a native of Abiurd in Khorafan, whofe 
adventures deferve to be related, as they will 
thow in what high efteem the polite arts were 
held in -Afia, at the time when learning firit 
began to dawn in Europe. Anveri, when he was 
very young, was fitting at the gate of his col- 
Jege, when a man richly dreffed rode by him on 
a fine Arabian horfe, with a numerous train of 
attendants; upon his aking whe it was, he was 
told, that it was a Pcet belonging to the Court. 
‘When Anveri refledied on the honours conferred 
upon Poetry, for which art he had a very early 
“ent, he applied himfelf to it more ardently 

Ry ‘ever, and, having finifhed a poem, pre- 
0 ae jt to the Sultan. This pe a prince of 
the Geljukian dynafty, named Saner, a it 
admirer of the fine arts: he approved the fork 
of dnveri, whom he invited ta his palace, and 
raifed him even to the firft honours of the ftatc. 
He found many other poets at court, among 
whom were Selman, Zehir, and Refhidi*, all 
men of wit and genius, but each eminent in a 
different way ; the firft for the delicacy of his 
Lyrick ‘ectleas the fecond, for the moral ten- 
dency of his pocms, and the third, for the 
chaftity of his compofitions; a virtue, which 
his predeceflors and contemporaries were tou 
apt to neglect. 


But of all the cities in the Perfan Empirc, 
none has given birth to more excellent pocts 


glee, pay amd Goa 
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than Shiraz; which my noble and learned 
friend Baron Revizti, juitly calls “ the Athens 
« of Perfia*.” SADI, a native of this city, 
flourifhed in the thirteenth century, when the 
Atabegs of Parfiflan encouraged men of learning 
in their principality: his lite was almoft wholly 
{pent in travel; but no man, who enjoyed the 
greatcft leifure, ever left behind him more 
valuable fruits of his genius and induftry. 
A fine manufcript, about two hundred years 
old, was lately put into my hands, containing a 
complete colfection of his works ; among which 
are feveral pieces, both in verfe and profe, 
which have never been mentioned by the 
Scholars of Europe. The following extract from 
his Gulifian, or Bed of Rofes, will thow how the 
Perfian and Arabick languages were mixed to- 
gether in his age: % 


z 
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weno Posfeas Prrfice, Viadoboaz 1771. Prem. 
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Seite 
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that is; “ My companion oft reproaches me 


* for my love of Leila. Will he never behold 
her 


176 


Tue HISTORY or 


© her charms, that my excufe may be accepted? 
“ Would to heaven, that they, who blame me 
“* for my paflion, could fee thy face, O thou 
“ yavither of hearts! that, at the fight of thee, 
“« they might be confounded, and inadvertentl; 
“ cut their heads inftead of the fruit, whi 

“ they hold*. Thou haft no compaffion for 
“ my diforder: my companion fhould be 
“© afli&ted with the malady, that I might 


“¢ fit all day repeating my tale to him ; for two 


pieces of wood burn i aad with a brighter 
“ flame. The fong of the turtle dove pafles 
« not unobferved by my ear; and if the dove 
“ could hear my ftrain, fhe would join her 
‘© complaints with mine. O my friends, fay to 
them, who are free from love, 4d,, we wifh 
* you knew, what paffes in the heart of a Soyer! 
* The pain of illnefs affects not them, who _are 
in health: I will not difclofe my grief butto 
“ thofe, who have tafted the fame afflidion. 
It were fruitlefs to talk of an hornet to them, 
“ who never felt its fting. While thy mind is 
“ not affected like mine, the relation of my 
* forrow feems only an idle tale. Compare not 
“ my anguith to the cares of another man; 
« he only holds the falt in his hand, but it is J, 
‘ who bear the wound in my body.” 


The fame city had‘the honour of producing, 
in the fourteenth century, the moft elegant Lyric! 
Poet of Afia, Shemfeddin, furnamed HAFEZ ; on 
whofe life and prodnétons it is the lefs neceffary 
to expatiate, becaufe the Baron before-mentioned 
has exhaufted the fubjett in bis /pecimen of Perfian 


*2Alloding to a tory in the Aceran. 
7 Poetry, 


vue PERSIAN LANGUAGE.* 


Poetry, and will, it is to be hoped, be perfuaded 
to complete that moft learned work, in the 
fhort intervals of leifure, which his important 
affairs will allow him. It will be fully fufficient, 
therefore, to tranfcribe two of his Gazals or 
Anacreontick Odes ; the fir of which was chofen, 
on account of the Arabick verfes interwoven in 
it, and the fecond, for its exquifite beauty, which 
mane genuine example of the true Shirazian 
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A PERSIAN SONG. 


« HE dawn advances veiled with rofes. 
. Bring the morning d:aught, my friends, 
“ the morning draught! The dew-drops trickle 
“ over the cheek of the tulip. Bring the wine, 
“ my dear companions, bring the wine! A gale 
“* of paradife breathes from the garden: drink 
‘* then inceffantly the purewine. The rofe {preads 
“ her emerald throne in the bower. Reach the 
“ liquour, that fparkles like 2 flaming roby. 
* Are they fill fhut up in the banquet-houte? 
* Open, O thou keeper of ‘the gate. It is 
* ftrange, at fuch a feaion, that the door of the 
* tavern fhould be locked. Oh, haiten! O thou, 
* who art in Jove, drink wine with eagernefs ; 
* and you, who are endued with wifdom, offer 
‘© your vows to Heaven. Imitate Hafez, and 
drink kiffes, fweet as wine, from the check of 
* a daméel, fair as a nymph of paradife.” 
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Another, by the fame. 


“ ISE, boy; for the cup of the tulip is 
« full of wine. When will this ftridtnefs 
« end? how long will thefe fcruples laft? No 
*© more of this pride and difdain ; for time has 
“ feen the crown of Ce/ar humbled, and the 
“ diadem of Cyrus bent to the ground. Oh! 
“ be wife; for the bird of the morning is in- 
“© toxicated with love. Ob, awake! for the 
“ fleep of eternity is juft before you. How 
*¢ gracefully thou moveit, O fweet branch of 
“a vernal plant! May the cold wind of December 
“ never nip thy buds! There is no reliance on 
“ the favours of Fortune or her deceitful {mites. 
“© Oh! wo to him, who thinks himfelf fecure 
** from her treachery. To-morrow, perhaps, 
“ the iret - Cuther, and the girls of 
A ife wi prepared for us; but to- 
E bay alfo let us enjoy a damfel bright as the 
“moon, and qua’ ¢ wine from the full 
“cup. The Zephyr (Saba) reminds us of our 
« youth (Sebi ;) bring us the wine, boy, which 
“* may rel our fouls, and difpel our forrow. 
« Admire not the {plendour and dignity of 
the rofe; for the wind will foon {fcatter all 
“ her leaves, and {pread them beneath our feet. 
“« Bring a Sarger cup to the memory of Hatem 
“ Yai*; that we may fold up (Tai) the gloomy 
* volume of thofe, who want generofity. This 


te. An Arabian Prince, celebrated for hia extreme libera- 
ity. 


« wine, 
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wine, which gives a lively tint to the Argavan, 
(@ purple flower) communicates its fweet na- 
ture from my beloved’s cheek to her heart. 
Attend; for the muficians of the bower have 
begun their concert, joining the notes of 
the lute and harp to the melody of the dul- 
cimer and flute. Bring thy Sofa into the 
garden, for, like ative attendants, the cyprefs 
ftands before us, and the green reed has tucked. 
up his girdle. O Hafez, the fame of thy 
fwect alluring forcery has reached from the 
extremity of Rei’ and Rém, to the limits of 
China and Egypt.” 


There is nothing, which affords a ftronger 
proof of the excellence of the Perfian tongue, 
than, that it remained uncorrupted after the 
irruption of the Tartars, who, at different times, 
and under various leaders, made themfelves 
mafters of Perfa 3 for the Tartarian princes, and 
chiefly Tamerlane, who was a patron of Hafez, 
were fo far from difcouraging polite letters, like 
the Goths and Huns, that they adopted even the 
Jangnage and religion of the conquered country, 
and promoted the fine arts with a boundlefs mu- 
nificence: and one of them, who founded the 
Mogui Empire in Hindofan, introduced the 
Perfian literature into his dominions, where it 
flourifhes to this day; and all the letters from 
the Indian governors are written in the lan- 

age (I da not fay, in the ftyle) of Sadi. The 
Barks emfelves improved their harth dialect 
by mixing it with the Perfian; and Mahomed Il. 
who took Confeantinople in the middle of the fifteenth 
Century, was a protector of the Perfian poets: 
among thefe was Noureddin FAMI, whofe poem 
on the loves of Fofeph and Zelikba is one of the 

N3 fineft 
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fineft compofitions I ever read. The following 
deteription will ferve asa {pecimen of his elegant 
yle: 


alo y Sly @ th ge pe 
alas It x ou 
Howie Gide jos 
HI Kil at Gt 
Lima Og Say cand ha Seer 
awa aa SEs J Ore adiuy 
an l= yd So b oo. 
on iste dv Che of doi, 
Oat CRaiyBde Ltd Glog} 
ole Ghuly » Say wl ai” 
dla dongs Chdwoy ebro ys 
SAG lee JI! ol 
Oe yd 5! pte o> sdf OLS 
Rae Opty we ober 
age Ps Oe 


* In the morning, when the raven of night 
“ had flown away, , the bird of dawn began to 
“« fing: the nightingales warbled their enchant- 
“ ing notes, and rent the thin veils of the rofe- 
“ bud and the rofe: the jafmine ftood bathed in 


“ dew, 
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¢ dew, and the violet alfo {prinkled his fragrant 
“locks. At this time Zelikha was funk in 
“© pleafing flumber; her hear€ was turned to- 
*© wards the altar of her facred vifion*. It was 
* not flecp; it-was rather a confnfed idea: it 
“© was a kind of phrenzy caufed by her nightly 
“* melancholy. Her damfels touched her feet 
“ with their faces; her maidens approached, 
“© and kiffed her hand. Then fhe removed the 
“< veil from her cheek, like a tulip befprinkled 
“© with dew ; the opened her eyes, yet dim with 
** fleep. From the border of her mantle the 
«© fun and moon ainfe; fhe raifed her head from. 
“ the couch, and looked around on every 


“© fide.” 


Tafs poem contains about four thoufand cou- 
Pets, and deferves to be tranflated into every 
Lugopean Van age: though 1 fhall have neither 
time nor inclination to tranilate it myfelf, yet I 
may perhaps be induced, fome years hence, 
to prefent the Original to the learned world, 
which any man, who has the advantage of 
greater leifure, may take the pains to inter- 
pret. 


In the fame Century with Yami, fourifhed a 
poet named CATEBI, who was highly honoured 
at the court of Mirza dbrabim, one of ‘Yamer- 
lane’s defcendants. Mr. d’ Herbe/ot tells a very 
pleafing ft of this, writer, which deferves 
a place in this eflay; though, in order to un- 


* A metaphor taken from the cuftom, which prevaile 
among Mabomedans, of turning their faces, when they pray, 
towards the temple of Mecca. 

Na derftand 
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derftand it, we mut remember, that the Perfians 

wently end their couplets with the fame word, 
which is often cdatinued through a long poem 5 
but in that cafe, the rhyme falls upon the pre- 
ceding fyllable. “ Catebi, fays he, having com- 
“ poted anElegy, each verfe of which ended with 
« the word, Gul, a rofe, or any flower, repeated 
* it to the prince Jbrabim, his Patron; who, 
“< being extremely delighted with it, could not 
“ forbear interrupting him, by faying, From 
“ what bower did this tuneful nightingale (meaning 
“ the poct) take its fight? that is, without a mc- 
* taphor, In what city were you born? to which 
Catebi, without hi ion, replied in a couplet 
“ of the fame meafure with the poem, and with 
“6 the fame rhyme, as if he had only continued 
“ to read his Elegy: . 


Cos ppl Glide 51 the ya 
SB Mees one pl Clee 


* that is, Like Attar *, I came from the rofe-garden 
* of Nifhapor; dut I am only the thorn of that 
“< garden, and Attar was its moft beautiful 
“‘ flower.” 


This diftich, though delivered extempore, is 
at leaft equal to any of the reft in {pirit and cle- 
gance. ‘The poem confifts of about thirty-five 
couplets, the firft of which is the following : 


Attar a Perfian poet, author of the Peadedna, 
Jk 


tae PERSIAN LANGUAGE, 
KE Gila ot SY oo bb 


Ma (ly! apie BAS WSF gan? 
J 


that is; Again the rofe advances towards the 
bower with an hundred leaves; like the narciffus, 
it is a charming obje& to every difcerning eye. 


In the fixteenth and feventeenth Centuries, under 
the family of Sef, the Perfan language began to 
lofe its ancient purity, and even to borrow fome 
of its terms from the Turki/o, which was com- 
monly fpoken at Court. As to the modern dia~ 
leét, no fpecimen of it needs be produced, fince 
thgALife of Nader Shab, which was written in 

‘erfian about fourteen years ago, and tranflated 
into French by the author of this Volume, may be 
‘tonfulted in the original by the learned reader. 
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EPITRE DEDICATOIRE 
ASA MAJESTE 


CHRETIEN VIL 


ROI pv DANNEMARK er vz raNORWEGUE, 
&e. &e. &e. 


SIRE, 


NE Traduction, faite par les Ordres de 
Votre Majefté, emprunte fon Inftre des 
auguftes aufpices fous lefquels elle a été entreprife; 
daignez donc fouffrir, que laiffant 3 mon auteur 
Penthoufiafme de Ja flatterie orientale, je ne faffe 
mention de fon Héros que pour relever un con- 
trafte qui m’a frappé.’C’eft au fuccefleur Iégitime 
d’une fuite de Rois, auffi anciens qu’illuftres, que 
je ‘préfente ce Naver Cuan, ufurpateur, & d’une 
origine obfcure. Le crime & la terreur con- 
duilirent ce fameux guerrier 4 la fortune, par 
une vole remplie d’allarmes & de cape 
E Vaimi. 
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admiration & la confiance des peuples, déja 
fixées au pied du trone de Votre Majeité, lui 
ouvrent une carriere auffi brillante qu’heureufe. 
Nader craignit la lumiere du favoir, & tacha de 
détruire les fciences dans ics états; Votre Majefté, 
véritable appréciatrice du génie, lui confiera fans 

cine les annales de Son Fegne. Il fuffira 4 Ses 

iftoriens d’étre éclairés & fideles; ils ne feront 
pas obligés, comme celui de Nader, de donner 
au deftructeur le mafque du conquérant; a 
Yoppreffeur ces magnifiques titres que la bouche 
fervile accofde, & que lc coeur honnéte refufe a 
Pinjuftice, & i Ja tyrannie. Mais, Sire, fi 
d’autres ont Phonncur d’achever le contratte que 
jébauche, & de faire fentir 4 la pofterité la 
différence qu’il y a entre la baffeffe de ’adulation 
& Je pur encens de Ja vérité, j’aurai du n.oins 
Yavantage de Jes avoir dévancés dans une route, 
que Ia gloire de Votre Nom rendra fi facile, 
ainfi que dans le zéle, & le trés profond refpect 
avec lefquels je fuis, 


De Votse Majests, 


Le trés humble & 
trds obeiffant ferviteur, 
WILLIAM JONES. 
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Paerace a Ja tradudtion Frangoife. 


ET Ouvrage n’ch point enti¢rement in- 
comiti; un * Auteur Anglois, dans Vagré.* Hane 
able récit de fes voiages, a fait mention d’une ¥#?- 
vie de Napzr Cran, écrite en Perfan; mais, il 
ajonte, qu’il eft peu probable qu'elle paroiffe jamais 
en Europe. En effet, pour que J®.public fat 
enrichi de ce rare préfent, it a fall que le deftin 
Ic fit tomber entre les mains d’un Roi diftingué 
par fon amour pour les Belles Lettres, & par la 
délicateffe de fon goit; cc qui n’étoit pas un 
bonpéur facile 2 prevoir. Char ge par les ordres 
“de ce Monarque de traduire & de publier ce 
manufcit, je cefircrois de mon cGté pouvoir 
fatisfaire le teen, en lui donnant une parfaite 
connoiffance de Pauteur que je traduis ; mais, 
mies recherches 4 cet égard aiant été vaines, il 
faut qu’il fe contente de mon opinion. Pavoiie 
Wabord, que je ne fuis pas de lavis de Vécri- 
vain que je viens de citer, qui annonce mon 
auteur comme un général ov un commandant 5 
il me paroit plut6t un homme d’un favoir pro- 
fond, une éloquence agréable, & prrfaitement 
verfé dans la litératnre orientale, ainf que dans 
Ja poéfie de fou pais. Ses notions for ’art militaire, 
Ja maniére dont il décrit les batailies ne convien- 
nent nullement 4 un rier; elles s’accordent 
bien mieux avec Ie titre de Mirza, qui fignifie 
homme d’étude, lorfqu’il precede le nom propre; 
cgluide Khan, qui s’y trouve joint, prouve feule- 
ment que le favoir, en Afie, eit Je chemin de la 
fortune, auffi bien que celui de Ia gloire. Com: 
me il n’y a que douze ans que cette hiftoire 2 
a rir 
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été écrite, il eft probable que Mirza Mohammed 
Mahadi Khan de Mazenderan vit encore, 4 moins 
qu'il n’ait péri dans quelque danger femblable & 
ceux qu’il décrit, & qui ctoiént  frequens dans 
fa patrie aux tems malhevreux qu'il déplore: 
cependant le récit de ces rebellions perpctuelies, 
fouvent compliquées, & renonvelldes auflitét 
qu’appaifées, a quelque chofe de fec & de fati- 

ant. L’auteur Va fenti lui-ménie; ainfi, 
foriquil n’a pas ef des événemens grahds & 
frappants a yaconter, il a tiché de faire fopporter 
Ja minutie, eam quelquefois Yobfturite, de fa 
Narration par des morceaux de poéfie Perfanne 
auffi bien choifis que placés. Ces effais de 
Rhétorique orientale font fur tout admirables 
dans Jes defcriptions variées du printems. qu’il 
donne au commencement de chaque annét, & 
dans lefquelles, en géneral, il fait allufion 4 ce 
qui s’y eft paffé de plus remarquable. Cet ouv- 
rage doit naturellement intéreffer le public, & 
attacher le leéteur; les faits en font fi récens, 
qu’ils ne fauroient étre effacés de notre mémoire, 
& n’aiant pas perdd leur degré de chaleur par 
une froide recherche dans des fiécles reculés, ils 
ne fe préfentent 4 nous qu’dvec ces charmes, & 
cette importance que la vcrité & l’authenticité 
donnent aux moindres événemens. 


Aprés avoir ainfi renda juftice 4 mon auteur, 
je ferai plus concis fur ce qui me regarde moi- 
méme & ma traduétion. Je dois d’abord affurer 
Je Ietenr, que ja taché lui donner une idée 
exatte de Voriginal Perfan, en le traduifant auili 
Jiteralement qu’il m’a été poffible; en cela j’ai 
fuivi & mes ordres & mon inclination. Nous 
avons afléz d*hiftoires Afiatiques habillées 4 ’Eu- 
ropéene, j'ai laiffé 4 celle-ci fes ornemens natu- 

rels: 


* FRENCH TRANSLATION. * 
rels: je n’ai orné aucun détail ; jai fuivi l’élé- 
vation ou ’abaiffement du ftyle, comme je les 
ai trouvés. Le peu de mots que je puis avoir 
ajoutés n’ont été que pour écarter des ambiguités 
attachées" lz difference d’idiomes ; je n’ai re- 
tranch&que dans Jes endroits of les allufions 
étoient ou trop abfurdes pour nous; que quand 
les expreflions 4 force d’étre outrées devenoient 
ridicules 4 Pimagination calme de nos climats. 
Si j’ai hazardé de donner une traduction rimée 
des vers que j’ai trouvé dans le corps de cette 
Hiftoire, j’en ai ajouté une litérale a la fin de 
chaque partie. 


On trouvera dans mes Notes ur index Géo- 
graphique des principales villes & provinces dont 
et ohvrage fait mention, mais j’ai été forcé de 
paifer fous filence ce qui concerne plufieurs 
trilus, villages, & forterefles, dont on ne voit 
nulle trace dans les livres de gcographie orientale 
que j’ai confulté. 


Quant au traité fur la poéfie Afiatique que j’ai 
ajouté 4 cette hiftoire, comme une efpece de 
commentaire fur le gofit poctique dans lequel 
elle eft écrite, s'il s’y trouve quelques erreurs, 
jen appelle au jugement impartial du lecteur 
favant; il confiderera fans doute combien il étoit 
difficile d’entendre parfaitement des Odes dont 
Je ton fublime & chargé d’ornemens embarraffe 
méme ceux dans Ja langue defquels elles font 
écrites, fartout étant privé du fecours d’un bon 
commentaire, fi néceflaire dans ces occafions, 
Au refte, comme il m’a été prefcrit d’écrire cet 
ouvrage en Francois, j’elpére qu’on excufera la 
témérité que j’ai ed en entreprenant unc tra- 
duétion fi difficile dans une langue qui n’eft pas 

ma 
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ma langue naturelle. Je ne dirai pourtant point 
avec le Romain, gui publia un ouvrage Grec, que 
jai commis des fautes volontaires, afin quelies 
fiffent connoitre quelle étoit ma patrie ; au con- 
traire, favoue que je n’ai rictonbiit pour me 
mettre en état d’offrir un fiyle correédt 4 que j’ai 
regf avec empreffement tous les avis qui m’ont 
été donnés 4 ce fujet, & accepté avec reconnaif- 
fance les fecours qui m’ont été offerts. 


‘A Londres 
3770 


CHRISTIANUS 


CHRISTIANUS VIL 
REX DANIAZ, 
@koRGIO IIL. 


MAGN BRITANNIZ REG], S.D. 


CHRs TIANUS Septimus, Dei frat, rex 
Danie, Norvegiea, Vandalorum, Gothorumque, 
dux Stfuici, Holfatia, Stormaria, atque Ditt- 
marfia, comes in Oldenburg ac Delmenborft, &c. 
esc. Sereniflimo ac potentiffimo principi domino 
Georgio Tertio, eadem gratia, Magna Britannia, 
Francia, et Hibernia regi, fidei Sefenfori, duci 
Brunfoicenfi, et Eaters Sacri Romani Impe- - 
rii Archithefaurario, et Electori, ec. dc. fratri, 
aflini, et confanguineo, et amico noftro carif- 
fimo, falutem! Sereniflime et potentiflime prin- 
ceps, frater, affinis, confanguinee, et amice carif- 
fimc! Annuentes precibus fubditi cujufdam 
Majeftatis Veftra, viri eruditi, et linguarum Ori- 
entis peritiflimi, Collegii Academix Oxonienfis 
Socii Gul. Jones, qui nobis defiderantibus, opus 
hiftoricum vita Naderi Shab 2 Perfico in Gallicum 
idioma & fe magné cum diligentia tranflatum nuper 
in lucem emifit, eoque \abore feliciter exantlato, 
expectationi noftre ex affe fatisfaciens calculum 
noftrom meruit, hoc ei noftre benevolentis 
teftimonium, quod 4 nobis fibi decenter expetiit, 
denegare noluimus, fed amicitii Majeftatis Vettra: 
in nos fincerd freti eundem clementig et benevolentia 
gus, 
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ejus regia, pro eo quo ipfa bonas literas, et earum 
cultores profequi dignatur, favere eximio, de meliori 
com: ‘um effe amicd et fraternd cupimus ; gra- 
tiam co nomine Majeftati Veftre infignem babituri, 
at fi qua in re poflimus, referre paratiffimi ; cui, 
quod reliquum eft, divini Huiifinis tutelam ad 
perenne fumme felicitatis incremgntum toto 
animo apprecamur. Dabantur in regia noftri 
Chriftianburg die XV, menfis Februarit, arino 1771 
yegnique noftri fexto. 


MAJESTATIS VESTRZ 
Bonus Frater, Affinis, 


Confanguineus et Amicus, — 


CURISTIAN, 


Ad Regem Magne Britannia, 
Dominum Georgium Vl. 


OSTEN. 


A MONSIEUR 


MONSTEUR LE BARON OSTEN. 
‘\ 


MONSIEUR, 


OUFFREZ que je vous témoigne ma re- 

connoiffance pour la flatteufe diftinction 
dont Sa Majefté a bien voulu m’honorer, Je 
regarde comme un des plus grands bonheurs de 
ma vie d’étre né dans le fiecle d’un Roi, qui it 
emploier et récompenfer les talens. De combien 
ce bonheur n’augmenteroit-il pas, fi mes deffeins 
‘et mes occupations dans ma patrie, me permet+ 
toient d’aller me jetter aux pieds de Sa Majefté, 
et de contempler dans fa Capitale le fecond re- 
nouvellement des Lettres et des Beaux Arts. 
Cependant, d’ici méme, je ne perdrai jamais de 
vite les influences propices que fa protection ré- 
pand fur le favoir, et fi je vis affez pour finir 
L’ Hiftoire géntrale de ce Siecle, ouvrage, que j’ai pro- 
jetté depuis long tems, ce fera av nom de CHRE- 
TIEN VIL. que je croirai devoir fon vrai luftre. 
Permettez-moi, Monficur, d’ajouter en ce lieu 
une reflexion qui m’a frappé en recevant Je 
diplome, par lequgl Sa Majefté m’ agrége 4 Sa 
Société Roiale des Sciences. On ne‘fauroit, en 
voiant un tel afile des belles lettres s’éléver dans 
un empire du nord, s’empécher d’admirer les 
decrets de la providence dans la revolution des 
evénemens. Ce fit de la Gothie que — 
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Peffaim de courageux guerriers, qui éteignirent 
la lumiére du ‘favor dans TEurope cn areachant 
aux Romains empire du monde; c’eft dans ces 
mémes régions que le favoir révit fous les aufpices 
d’un Monarque qui l’apprécie, ef le protége. 

’ 


Jai Yhonneur, 


Monfieur, d’étre votre trés humble, 


et trés obeiflant Serviteur, 


12 Mai 1771. 
W. JONES. 


ERRA@A. 


Tntr. vi. for Ab.rmay read Aterman. 
lim. 13. for avere read are. 
. line 10. for Tibet read Badabhjban, 
Page 43. lin. 7. dele is before Mefoed. 
118. 21. for deferted read ewcut over. 
160. 17. for 656 read 636. 
176. lin, 6. 










for beads read hands, 


